
Public Schools of North Carolina
State Board of Education
Department of Public Instruction
Division of Accountability Services/North Carolina Testing Program
Raleigh, North Carolina 27601-2825

North Carolina
Testing Program

Report
of

Student Performance
in

Writing

2002-03

North Carolina Writing Assessment
North Carolina Alternate Assessment Academic Inventory-Writing

North Carolina Alternate Assessment Portfolio-Writing

Grades 4, 7, and 10 

Published April 2004

Pilot Test Administrations

www.ncpublicschools.org/accountability/testing

atwells




State Board of Education
Howard Lee
Chairman 
Raleigh

Jane P. Norwood
Vice Chair
Charlotte

Kathy A. Taft
Greenville

Michelle Howard-Vital
Wilmington

Edgar D. Murphy, III
Durham

Evelyn B. Monroe
West End

Maria T. Palmer
Chapel Hill

Wayne McDevitt
Asheville

Patricia Willoughby
Raleigh

John A. Tate, III
Charlotte

Robert Thomas Speed
Boone

Beverly Eaves Perdue
Lieutenant Governor
New Bern

Richard Moore
State Treasurer
Kitrell

NC Department of Public Instruction
Michael E. Ward, State Superintendent

Raleigh NC 27601-2825   Web site:  www.ncpublicschool.org

In compliance with federal law, including the provisions of Title IX of the Education Amendments of
1972, the Department of Public Instruction does not discriminate on the basis of race, sex, religion,
color, national or ethnic origin, age, disability, or military services in its policies, programs, activities,
admissions or employment.



       Report of Student Performance in Writing, Grades 4, 7, and 10, 2002-03 Pilot 

  
 
 

The 2002-03 North Carolina 
 
 

Report of Student 
 Performance in Writing  

 
Grades 4, 7, and 10 

 
Pilot Test Administrations 

 
 

North Carolina Writing Assessment 
North Carolina Alternate Assessment Academic - Writing 
North Carolina Alternate Assessment Portfolio - Writing 

 
 

April 2004 
 

 
 
 
Public Schools of North Carolina 
State Board of Education 
Department of Public Instruction 
Accountability Services/North Carolina Testing Program 
Raleigh, North Carolina 27601-2825 
www.ncpublicschools.org/accountability/testing 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
© 2004  All rights reserved. This document may not be reproduced by any means, in whole or in part, 
without prior written permission from the North Carolina Department of Public Instruction, Division of 
Accountability Services, North Carolina Testing Program, Raleigh, North Carolina 27601-2825. 



           Report of Student Performance in Writing, Grades 4, 7, and 10, 2002-03 Pilot 

 
 

Acknowledgments 
 
 

The development of a comprehensive Writing Assessment report requires the skills and 
efforts of many individuals.  We thank the staff at Technical Outreach for Public Schools 
(TOPS), Center for Urban Affairs and Community Services, North Carolina State 
University, for statistical analyses, production of tables and graphs, and the overall 
coordination of this project. We thank the personnel in the state’s Regional 
Accountability Centers and Local Education Agencies for their conscientious efforts in 
administering the tests. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This publication and the information contained within must not be used for personal or financial gain. North 
Carolina LEA school officials and teachers, parents, and students may download and duplicate this 
publication for instructional and educational purposes only. Others may not duplicate this publication 
without prior written permission from the North Carolina Department of Public Instruction (NCDPI) 
Division of Accountability Services/North Carolina Testing Program. 



            Report of Student Performance in Writing, Grades 4, 7, and 10, 2002-03 Pilot 

 i 

 
2002-03 

Report of Student Performance in Writing, 
Pilot Test Administrations 

Grades 4, 7, and 10 
 

Table of Contents 
 

Introduction............................................................................................................................ 1 
 
2002-03 North Carolina Writing Assessment, Pilot Test Administrations, 
State-Level Summary Statistics, Grade 4 ............................................................................ 5 
 
Copies of Grade 4 Sample Student Responses.................................................................. 19 
 
2002-03 North Carolina Writing Assessment, Pilot Test Administrations, Grade 4, 
Regional by LEA Performance ........................................................................................... 29 
  
2002-03 North Carolina Writing Assessment, Pilot Test Administrations, 
State-Level Summary Statistics, Grade 7 .......................................................................... 45 
 
Copies of Grade 7 Sample Student Responses.................................................................. 59 
 
2002-03 North Carolina Writing Assessment, Pilot Test Administrations, Grade 7, 
Regional by LEA Performance ........................................................................................... 73 
 
2002-03 North Carolina Writing Assessment, Pilot Test Administrations,  
State-Level Summary Statistics, Grade 10 ........................................................................ 89 
 
Copies of Grade 10 Sample Student Responses.............................................................. 103 
 
2002-03 North Carolina Writing Assessment, Pilot Test Administrations, Grade 10, 
Regional by LEA Performance ......................................................................................... 115 
 
2002-03 North Carolina Alternate Assessment Academic Inventory – Writing, 
Pilot Test Administrations , Grades 4, 7, and 10.............................................................. 131 
 
2002-03 North Carolina Alternate Assessment Portfolio – Writing, 
Pilot Test Administrations , Grades 4, 7, and 10.............................................................. 137 
 
Appendices.......................................................................................................................... 141 
   A:  North Carolina Testing Program Setting Performance Standards ..................... 143 
   B:  2002-03 List of North Carolina Charter Schools ................................................... 161 



Report of Student Performance in Writing, Grades 4, 7, and 10, 2002-03 Pilot 

1 

 
Introduction 

North Carolina, believing that an emphasis on writing instruction was needed and that the 
measurement of writing would enhance instruction, began a statewide writing assessment program 
in 1983-84. Since that time, students' writing skills have improved as evident by test results, 
comments from university personnel, and business leaders. Changes in the program have occurred 
over time as illustrated in Table 1 below. 

Table 1.  Grade Levels and Types of Writing by Year 
 

Year  Grade 4 Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8 Grade 9 Grade 10 
1983-84  Descriptive   Persuasive  
1984-85  Expository   Expository  
1985-86  Expository  Persuasive   
1986-87  Descriptive  Expository   
1987-88  Expository  Persuasive   
1988-89  Descriptive  Expository   
1989-90  Expository  Persuasive   
1990-91  Descriptive  Expository   
1991-92  Expository  Persuasive  Expository 
1992-93 Narrative Descriptive  Expository  Expository 
1993-94 Narrative Expository  Persuasive  Expository 
1994-95 Narrative   Expository  Expository 
1995-96 Narrative  Expository   Expository 
1996-97 Narrative  Expository   Expository 

1997-98 Narrative  Expository   Expository 

1998-99 Narrative  Expository   Expository 
1999-00 Narrative  Expository   Expository 
2000-01 Narrative  Expository   Expository 
2001-02 Narrative  Expository    
2002-03 Narrative  Argumentative   Informational 
2003-04 Narrative  Argumentative   Informational 

A New Testing Model 

In September of 2001, the North Carolina Department of Public Instruction (NCDPI) Testing 
Section, NCDPI English/language arts, and North Carolina State University-Technical Outreach for 
Public Schools (NCSU-TOPS) staff met and began the process that would result in new writing 
assessments and scoring procedures for grades 4, 7, and 10. Writing committees for each grade 
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level were established that included regular education teachers, ESL teachers, exceptional children 
teachers, curriculum supervisors, principals, and university faculty. The North Carolina Writing 
Assessment Scoring Model was developed by NCDPI Testing Section and NCSU-TOPS staff, 
refined by the writing assessment advisory committees, and approved by the State Board of 
Education (SBE) on January 9, 2003.  

In March 2003, a pilot administration of the North Carolina Writing Assessment at grades 4, 7, and 
10 was administered to all eligible students.  The students in grades 4 and 7 received 75 minutes to 
respond to the pilot prompt; students in grade 10 received 100 minutes.  The writing assessments, 
the scoring model, and Achievement Level ranges were revised to reflect (1) changes in the 
English/language arts curriculum emphasis and focus, and (2) the need to enhance the data analysis 
processes associated with the writing assessments. 
 
Changes to the North Carolina Writing Assessment at grades 4, 7, and 10 were initiated effective 
with the 2002-03 accountability year to reflect the recommendations of the Writing Assessment 
Task Force (2001), the recommendations of the SBE Ad Hoc Writing Committee (2002), and the 
revisions to the English/language arts curriculum adopted by the SBE (1999). 
 

Table 2.  Type of Writing Assessed by Grade Level 
 

Grade Level Type of Writing 
4 Extended narrative response (personal or imaginative) 
7 Extended argumentative response (problem/solution or evaluative) 
10 Extended information response (definition, cause/effect, or problem/solution) 

 
 
Scoring Procedure  
 
Student responses from the March 2003 pilot administrations and subsequent administrations were 
scored using the North Carolina Writing Assessment Scoring Model which consists of the 
following: 
· a content component with a 1-4 score scale, and 
· a conventions component with a 0-2 score scale. 
 

All student responses are scored by two independent readers. 
 
The total writing score for each student is computed by combining the content and conventions 
scores in the following manner: 
 
Total Writing Assessment Score = sum of the (content component scores from the two independent 
readers multiplied by 2) + the sum of the (conventions component scores from the two independent 
readers multiplied by 1). 
 
The Total Writing Score may be a minimum of 4 and a maximum of 20 for a given student. 
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Achievement Level Ranges 
 
After carefully examining all data associated with the “Body of Work” and “Contrasting Groups” 
standard-setting methods, the March 2003 pilot administration data, and the North Carolina Writing 
Assessment Scoring Model, the North Carolina Department of Public Instruction (NCDPI) 
Accountability Services and Instructional Services – English/language arts staff recommended the 
following Achievement Level Ranges for approval by the SBE.  This recommendation was 
approved by the SBE in October, 2003.   
 

Table 3.  Staff Recommended Achievement Level Ranges for the Writing Assessments at      
Grades 4, 7, and 10 

                  
 Level I Level II Level III Level IV 

Grades 4, 7,  
and 10 

 
4-7 

 
8-11 

 
12-16 

 
17-20 

 
See Appendix A for a detailed description of the standard-setting methods used, a list of committee 
participants, and a chart depicting impact data from the March 2003 pilot administration for each 
grade and each of the standard-setting methods used. 
 
Students received the following information from the pilot statewide writing assessments: (a) point 
totals for content, (b) point totals for conventions, (c) total writing scores, (d) Achievement Level 
rankings, and (e) their compositions were returned. A review procedure was incorporated into the 
scoring process for those students whose Total Writing Score fell within one point of the cut line at 
Achievement Level III (Total Writing Score = 11). This procedure precluded an LEA appeal 
mechanism, as conducted under the previous focused holistic scoring system. 

 
 AAAI Component of Writing Assessment 

 
Alternate Assessment Academic Inventory (AAAI).  The Alternate Assessment Academic Inventory 
(AAAI) is an alternate assessment designed for students with disabilities who have an IEP or 504 
plan and for students with limited English proficiency (LEP) who meet eligibility criteria. 
Participating students are unable to participate in state test administrations under standard 
conditions or with accommodations. Student performance on the tested objectives is addressed by 
the teachers at the beginning of the year (baseline), midyear, and at the end of the year. Participating 
students follow the North Carolina Standard Course of Study. Teachers use this academic checklist 
to document student performance on objectives in the specific content areas.  All students 
participating in the AAAI in writing must be assessed on-grade level (at the assigned grade level) in 
grades 4, 7, and 10. Students can receive an Achievement Level of I, II, III, or IV.  The assessor (the 
teacher) also indicates on the academic checklist if the student achieved growth on the content being 
assessed. The AAAI was piloted in the 2000-01 accountability year and administered operationally 
in the 2001-02 accountability year. Since the state writing assessment was a pilot for the 2002-03 
accountability year, the results from the AAAI in writing are also reported as results from a pilot 
administration. 
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The AAAI was developed as a result of the IDEA Amendments of 1997 which stated that children 
who are unable to participate in state assessment programs, with or without accommodations, must 
participate in an alternate assessment. To ensure that North Carolina was in compliance with the 
IDEA Amendments, the North Carolina Department of Public Instruction (NCDPI) Division of  
Accountability Services/North Carolina Testing Section and the NCDPI Exceptional Children 
Division worked collaboratively with other stakeholders.  They developed and implemented the 
North Carolina Alternate Assessment Portfolio (NCAAP) and initiated the design and development 
of the North Carolina Computerized Adaptive Testing System (NCCATS) accommodation.  
However, it became evident in the fall of 2000 that the needs of certain students with disabilities 
were not being met by these efforts.  In an effort to meet these needs, the  AAAI was developed and 
piloted in the spring of 2001.  It serves as an alternate assessment for the standard administration of 
(1) the North Carolina Pretest at Grade 3 for Reading Comprehension and/or Mathematics, (2) the 
North Carolina End-of-Grade Tests of Reading Comprehension and/or Mathematics at Grades 3–8, 
(3) the High School Comprehensive Test of Reading and Mathematics at Grade 10, and (4) the 
North Carolina Writing Assessment at Grades 4, 7, and 10. Effective with the 2004-05 school year, 
it will serve as an alternate assessment for the end-of-course tests. 
 
With the passing of the No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB), it became apparent that an appropriate 
assessment for qualifying LEP students was needed.  The AAAI, taken on-grade level, became a 
solution.  Beginning with the 2002-03 accountability year, LEP students that met length of 
enrollment and language proficiency requirements as set forth in SBE policy HSP-C-005 were 
eligible to participate in the AAAI. 
 
As part of the writing assessment at grades 4, 7, and 10, the AAAI for writing was piloted during 
the 2002-03 accountability year. This report includes the AAAI results for writing for the 2002-03 
accountability year. 
 
AAP Component of Writing Assessment 
 
Alternate Assessment Portfolio (AAP).  Within the North Carolina Standard Course of Study for 
English/language arts, there are five competency areas, each of which is paired with a statement of 
its critical “essence.” These essence statements provide the broadest possible view of the 
competency to promote inclusion of the students with the most significant disabilities. 
 
Writing is assessed as a component  of the English/language arts requirement for the North Carolina 
Alternate Assessment Portfolio (AAP). Since the state writing assessment was a pilot for the 2002-
03 accountability year, the results from the writing component of the AAP are also reported as 
results from a pilot administration. The fourth and fifth competency areas are used in the AAP to 
demonstrate performance in writing for fourth, seventh, and tenth grade students participating in 
this year-long, performance-based assessment. 
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North Carolina 2002-03 Pilot Test Administration 

Report of Student Performance in Writing 
Grade 4 

 
Results of the 
Writing 
Assessment 
at Grade 4  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Performance 
of Subgroups  
at Grade 4 

Students in the fourth grade were asked to write an imaginative narrative response to the following prompt: 
 

One morning you look out the window and discover that a huge castle has appeared. You rush 
outside to the castle and hear sounds inside it. Someone is living in the castle! The castle door 
creaks open. Write a story about what happens next. 
 
Contracted readers scored 99,382 public school responses for grade 4 after the 2002-03 pilot test.  The 
scores show that 38.6 percent of the fourth graders wrote well enough to score at or above Level III.  
This represents a decrease of 8.2 percentage points from the 46.8 percent who achieved this level in 
2001-02 when the previous scoring model was used (the performance standards – achievement level cut 
points were reestablished and adopted by the State Board of Education at the October 2003 meeting).   
About 2.8 percent of the fourth graders in the 2002-03 pilot test received the highest scores in Level IV 
and 11.3 percent received the lowest scores in Level I.  In 2002-03, less than one percent (0.3) of the 
papers had problems which made them non-scorable.  Non-scorable papers receive Achievement Level I 
ratings and are included in the state results as Level I scores. 
 
The average weighted content score for fourth graders taking the pilot tests in 2002-03 was 8.9 on a scale 
of four to sixteen.  The average conventions score was 1.9 on a scale of zero to four. The average Total 
Writing Score was 10.8 of a possible 20. 
 
Gender 
Approximately 44.0 percent of the female students scored at or above Level III compared to 33.3 percent 
for male students. 
 
Ethnicity 
About 49.3 percent of Asian students scored at or above Level III compared to 46.7 percent of the White 
students, 40.8 percent of Multi-Racial students, 27.5 percent of American Indian students, 26.0 percent of 
Hispanic students, and 25.0 percent of Black students. 
 
There were 99,546 fourth grade public and nonpublic school student responses scored by two 
independent readers.  The inter-rater reliability rates (agreement rates) of the readers are shown below in 
Table 1. The 70 percent criterion rate for perfect agreement required by the State Board of Education was 
exceeded and the resolutions required were few. 

Table 1 
Fourth Grade Reader Agreement Statistics 

 
Total Public and Private 

 
Perfect Agreement 

 
Adjacent Agreement 

Resolution Required 

School Papers Percent Percent Percent 
Content          99,546 79.0 21.0 0.0 
Conventions   99,546 77.8 22.0 0.2  
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Notes: 1The bold vertical line between years indicates that the writing standard, scale, and scoring model changed effective with the 2002-03 school year.
             The data from 2002-03 are reported from the pilot test administration.
             Prepared by the NCDPU Division of Accountability Services/North Carolina Testing Program.
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Percent of Students Scoring At or Above Level III,
Grade 4

Figure 1.  North Carolina Testing Program
Annual Writing Assessment, 1992-93 to 2002-03,
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Notes: 1The bold vertical line between years indicates that the writing standard, scale, and scoring model changed effective with the 2002-03 school year.
             The data from 2002-03 are reported from the pilot test administration.
             Prepared by the NCDPI Division of Accountability Services/North Carolina Testing Program.
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Figure 2. North Carolina Testing Program
Annual Writing Assessment, 1992-93 to 2002-03,
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Notes:  *N counts equal the number of students tested.
              When summed, gender/ethnicity N counts may not match the state N counts because a gender/ethnicity category may not have been
               coded on some student answer sheets.
               Prepared by the NCDPI Division of Accountability Services/North Carolina Testing Program.
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Figure 3. North Carolina Testing Program
Annual Writing Assessment, 2002-03 Pilot,
Percent of Students At or Above Level III,

Grade 4, By Gender and Ethnicity
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Membership 1 Percent of 
Membership

Number 
Tested2

Percent 
Tested

Number 
Alternate 

Assessments

Percent 
Alternate 

Assessments

Number 
LEP 

Exempt

Percent 
LEP 

Exempt

Number 
Absent

Percent 
Absent

Total 104,467 100.0 99,382 95.1 * * 0 0.0 5,085 4.9
Female 50,834 48.7 48,769 95.9 * * 0 0.0 *
Male 53,633 51.3 50,457 94.1 * * 0 0.0 *
American Indian 1,515 1.5 1,635 107.9 * * 0 0.0 *
Asian 2,069 2.0 1,776 85.8 * * 0 0.0 *
Black 31,709 30.4 29,635 93.5 * * 0 0.0 *
Hispanic 6,702 6.4 5,587 83.4 * * 0 0.0 *
Multi-Racial 2,326 2.2 2,475 106.4 * * 0 0.0 *
White 60,146 57.6 57,556 95.7 * * 0 0.0 *
Title I 52,954 50.7 50,730 95.8 * * 0 0.0 *
Schoolwide Title I Program 50,501 48.3 47,777 94.6 * * 0 0.0 *
Targeted Assistance 2,162 2.1 2,900 134.1 * * 0 0.0 . *
Migrant 999 1.0 873 87.4 * * 0 0.0 . *
Limited English Proficient (LEP) 4,418 4.2 2,691 60.9 * * 0 0.0 . *
All Students with Disabilities 17,926 17.2 13,820 77.1 * * 0 0.0 . *
  Behaviorally-Emotionally Disabled 1,038 1.0 811 78.1 * * 0 0.0 . *
  Hearing Impaired 167 0.2 124 74.3 * * 0 0.0 . *
  Educable Mentally Disabled 2,155 2.1 1,052 48.8 * * 0 0.0 . *
  Specific Learning Disabled 6,474 6.2 6,278 97.0 * * 0 0.0 . *
  Speech-Language Impaired 1,790 1.7 1,630 91.1 * * 0 0.0 . *
  Visually Impaired 155 0.1 46 29.7 * * 0 0.0 . *
  Other Health Impaired 2,143 2.1 1,782 83.2 * * 0 0.0 . *
  Orthopedically Impaired 79 0.1 56 70.9 * * 0 0.0 . *
  Traumatic Brain Injury 43 0.0 19 44.2 * * 0 0.0 . *
  Autistic 388 0.4 133 34.3 * * 0 0.0 . *
  Severely/Profoundly Mentally Disabled 192 0.2 0 0.0 * * 0 0.0 . *
  Multihandicapped 151 0.1 14 9.3 * * 0 0.0 . *
  Deaf-Blind 620 0.6 0 0.0 * * 0 0.0 . *
  Trainable Mentally Disabled 228 0.2 8 3.5 * * 0 0.0 . *
  Section 504 2,303 2.2 1,867 81.1 * * 0 0.0 . *

  Notes:  1"Membership" is the total number of students on the 2002-03 Masterbuild data file.

                        file and student answer sheets.
              *These data represent coding on the 2002-03 test documents. Whether or not students were participating in an alternate assessment was not collected on the
                student answer sheet for this pilot test administration, however, this information will be collected in future years. Data for the alternate assessments can be
                found in the AAAI and AAP sections of this report.
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Table 2. North Carolina Testing Program
Annual Writing Assessment, 2002-03 Pilot,

Statewide Number of Students Tested, Taking Alternate Assessments, and Number Not Tested,
Grade 4

                Prepared by the NCDPI Division of Accountability Services/North Carolina Testing Program.

Category
Not Tested

                      2"Number Tested" is the number of students who took the writing test. "Percent Tested" may exceed 100.0 percent due to coding differences between the Masterbuild
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Grade 4 Number 
Tested

Level I Level II Level III Level IV

1992-93 84,686 16,727 47,597 17,929 2,433

19.8 56.2 22.1 2.8

1993-94 84,982 13,956 41,610 24,432 4,781

16.4 49.0 28.7 5.6

1994-95 87,339 3,773 36,793 39,865 6,367

4.3 42.1 45.6 7.3

1995-96 88,441 4,894 37,996 39,318 6,233

5.5 43.0 44.5 7.0

1996-97 90,638 3,627 42,945 40,994 3,072

4.0 47.4 45.2 3.4

1997-98 94,386 3,307 42,243 44,979 3,857

3.5 44.8 47.7 4.1

1998-99 96,649 1,933 41,388 48,020 5,308
 2.0 42.8 49.7 5.5  

1999-00 99,038 1,783 40,175 52,390 4,690
1.8 40.6 52.9 4.7

2000-01 100,930 2,309 29,200 64,555 4,860

2.3 28.9 64.0 4.8

2001-02 101,554 2,155 51,827 44,530 3,039

2.1 51.0 43.8 3.0
           

2002-03* 99,382 11,210 49,846 35,507 2,819
11.3 50.2 35.7 2.8

Notes:  *The writing standard, scale, and scoring model changed effective with the 2002-03 school year.
           Prepared by the NCDPI Division of Accountability Services/North Carolina Testing Program.
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Achievement Levels

Table 3. North Carolina Testing Program
Annual Writing Assessment, 1992-93 to 2002-03,
Distribution of Achievement Levels Across Years,

Grade 4
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Number Percent
At or At or Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent

Number  Above Above At At At At At At At At
Tested1 Percent2 Level III Level III Level I Level I Level II Level II Level III Level III Level IV Level IV

All Students 99,382 100.0 38,326 38.6 11,210 11.3 49,846 50.2 35,507 35.7 2,819 2.8
Female 48,769 49.1 21,471 44.0 3,843 7.9 23,455 48.1 19,726 40.4 1,745 3.6
Male 50,457 50.8 16,808 33.3 7,341 14.5 26,308 52.1 15,739 31.2 1,069 2.1
Not Coded 156 0.2 47 30.1 26 16.7 83 53.2 42 26.9 5 3.2
American Indian 1,635 1.6 449 27.5 202 12.4 984 60.2 434 26.5 15 0.9
Asian 1,776 1.8 876 49.3 145 8.2 755 42.5 772 43.5 104 5.9
Black 29,635 29.8 7,418 25.0 4,996 16.9 17,221 58.1 7,155 24.1 263 0.9
Hispanic 5,587 5.6 1,454 26.0 954 17.1 3,179 56.9 1,400 25.1 54 1.0
Multi-Racial 2,475 2.5 1,011 40.8 219 8.8 1,245 50.3 938 37.9 73 2.9
White 57,556 57.9 26,859 46.7 4,588 8.0 26,109 45.4 24,564 42.7 2,295 4.0
Not Coded 718 0.7 259 36.1 106 14.8 353 49.2 244 34.0 15 2.1
Not Exceptional 72,589 73.0 25,289 34.8 7,332 10.1 39,968 55.1 24,101 33.2 1,188 1.6
Academically/Intellectually Gifted                 13,762 13.8 10,649 77.4 180 1.3 2,933 21.3 9,080 66.0 1,569 11.4
     AIG Reading 10,605 10.7 8,430 79.5 116 1.1 2,059 19.4 7,125 67.2 1,305 12.3
     AIG Mathematics 10,722 10.8 8,332 77.7 144 1.3 2,246 20.9 7,102 66.2 1,230 11.5
All Students with Disabilities 13,820 13.9 2,459 17.8 3,876 28.0 7,485 54.2 2,401 17.4 58 0.4
    Behaviorally-Emotionally Disabled 811 0.8 103 12.7 317 39.1 391 48.2 101 12.5 2 0.2
    Hearing Impaired                    124 0.1 21 16.9 29 23.4 74 59.7 20 16.1 1 0.8
    Educable Mentally Disabled       1,052 1.1 36 3.4 595 56.6 421 40.0 36 3.4 0 0.0
    Specific Learning Disabled          6,278 6.3 1,072 17.1 1,724 27.5 3,482 55.5 1,058 16.9 14 0.2
       Learning Disabled-Reading 5,075 5.1 787 15.5 1,500 29.6 2,788 54.9 774 15.3 13 0.3
       Learning Disabled-Mathematics 2,477 2.5 412 16.6 777 31.4 1,288 52.0 399 16.1 13 0.5
       Learning Disabled-Written Expression 4,388 4.4 802 18.3 1,195 27.2 2,391 54.5 792 18.0 10 0.2
       Learning Disabled-Other 176 0.2 26 14.8 41 23.3 109 61.9 26 14.8 0 0.0
    Speech-Language Impaired          1,630 1.6 410 25.2 286 17.5 934 57.3 395 24.2 15 0.9
    Visually Impaired                   46 0.0 15 32.6 15 32.6 16 34.8 15 32.6 0 0.0
    Other Health Impaired               1,782 1.8 309 17.3 493 27.7 980 55.0 302 16.9 7 0.4
    Orthopedically Impaired             56 0.1 14 25.0 15 26.8 27 48.2 14 25.0 0 0.0
    Traumatic Brain Injured           19 0.0 2 10.5 7 36.8 10 52.6 2 10.5 0 0.0
    Autistic 133 0.1 32 24.1 50 37.6 51 38.3 32 24.1 0 0.0
    Severely/Profoundly Mentally Disabled 0 0.0 * * * * * * * * * *
    Multihandicapped 14 0.0 1 7.1 8 57.1 5 35.7 1 7.1 0 0.0
    Deaf-Blind 0 0.0 * * * * * * * * * *

            The total for "All Students with Disabilities" includes Section 504 but not those in the "Not Coded" category.
           *No scores are reported for groups with fewer than five students.

            Prepared by the NCDPI Division of Accountability Services/North Carolina Testing Program.  

Category

13

Table 4.  North Carolina Testing Program
Annual Writing Assessment, 2002-03 Pilot,

Grade 4
Characteristics and Performance by Achievement Level,

Notes: 1"Number Tested" is the number of students who took the writing test.
           2"Percent" is calculated based on the number tested in the "All Students" category.
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Number Percent
At or At or Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent

Number Above Above At At At At At At At At
Tested1 Percent2

Level III Level III Level I Level I Level II Level II Level III Level III Level IV Level IV
    Trainable Mentally Disabled 8 0.0 0 0.0 8 100.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0
    Section 504 1,867 1.9 444 23.8 329 17.6 1,094 58.6 425 22.8 19 1.0
    Not Coded 1,078 1.1 373 34.6 151 14.0 554 51.4 350 32.5 23 2.1
Limited English Proficient 2,691 2.7 409 15.2 673 25.0 1,609 59.8 397 14.8 12 0.4
     LEP First Year 288 0.3 28 9.7 112 38.9 148 51.4 27 9.4 1 0.3
     LEP Second Year 660 0.7 92 13.9 189 28.6 379 57.4 90 13.6 2 0.3
Not Served by Title I 47,893 48.2 22,026 46.0 4,233 8.8 21,634 45.2 20,111 42.0 1,915 4.0
Schoolwide Title I Program 47,777 48.1 15,204 31.8 6,390 13.4 26,183 54.8 14,373 30.1 831 1.7
Targeted Assistance 2,900 2.9 781 26.9 466 16.1 1,653 57.0 740 25.5 41 1.4
Migrant 873 0.9 154 17.6 193 22.1 526 60.3 150 17.2 4 0.5
Accommodations

Braille Edition 3 0.0 * * * * * * * * * *
Large Print Edition 50 0.1 18 36.0 13 26.0 19 38.0 17 34.0 1 2.0
Assistive Technology Devices 39 0.0 5 12.8 9 23.1 25 64.1 5 12.8 0 0.0
Keyboarding Devices 66 0.1 20 30.3 21 31.8 25 37.9 16 24.2 4 6.1
Cranmer Abacus 1 0.0 * * * * * * * * * *
Dictation to Scribe 3,546 3.6 919 25.9 738 20.8 1,889 53.3 919 25.9 0 0.0
Interpreter/Transliterator Signs/Cues Test 10 0.0 3 30.0 6 60.0 1 10.0 3 30.0 0 0.0
Magnification Devices 9 0.0 2 22.2 2 22.2 5 55.6 2 22.2 0 0.0
Student Marks Answers in Test Book 2,329 2.3 358 15.4 707 30.4 1,264 54.3 351 15.1 7 0.3
Accommodation Notification Form 6 0.0 3 50.0 1 16.7 2 33.3 3 50.0 0 0.0
Test Administrator Reads Test Aloud (in English) 7,203 7.2 962 13.4 2,369 32.9 3,872 53.8 953 13.2 9 0.1
Braille Writer/Slate and Stylus (and Braille Paper) 4 0.0 * * * * * * * * * *
Hospital/Home Testing 7 0.0 0 0.0 1 14.3 6 85.7 0 0.0 0 0.0
Multiple Testing Sessions 3,141 3.2 505 16.1 935 29.8 1,701 54.2 497 15.8 8 0.3
Scheduled Extended Time 11,265 11.3 1,831 16.3 3,158 28.0 6,276 55.7 1,797 16.0 34 0.3
Testing in a Separate Room 10,552 10.6 1,664 15.8 3,076 29.2 5,812 55.1 1,638 15.5 26 0.2
English/Native Language Dictionary/Electronic Translator 256 0.3 35 13.7 75 29.3 146 57.0 34 13.3 1 0.4
One Test Item Per Page Edition 3 0.0 * * * * * * * * * *

            The total for "All Students with Disabilities" includes Section 504 but not those in the "Not Coded" category.

Notes: 1"Number Tested" is the number of students who took the writing test.
           2"Percent" is calculated based on the number tested in the "All Students" category.
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           *No scores are reported for groups with fewer than five students.

            Prepared by the NCDPI Division of Accountability Services/North Carolina Testing Program.   
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Average Average
Number  Average Total Weighted Conventions Number Percent
Tested1 Percent2

Writing Score Content Score Score Non-scorable Non-scorable
All Students 99,382 100.0 10.8 8.9 1.9 302 0.3
Female 48,769 49.1 11.3 9.2 2.1 99 0.2
Male 50,457 50.8 10.3 8.6 1.7 200 0.4
Not Coded 156 0.2 10.1 8.5 1.5 3 1.9
American Indian 1,635 1.6 10.0 8.5 1.6 0 0.0
Asian 1,776 1.8 11.7 9.4 2.3 6 0.3
Black 29,635 29.8 9.7 8.2 1.5 115 0.4
Hispanic 5,587 5.6 9.7 8.3 1.4 80 1.4
Multi-Racial 2,475 2.5 11.0 9.0 2.0 6 0.2
White 57,556 57.9 11.4 9.3 2.1 93 0.2
Not Coded 718 0.7 10.5 8.7 1.8 2 0.3
Not Exceptional 72,589 73.0 10.6 8.8 1.9 153 0.2
Academically/Intellectually Gifted                 13,762 13.8 13.9 10.7 3.1 6 0.0
     AIG Reading 10,605 10.7 14.0 10.9 3.2 0 0.0
     AIG Mathematics 10,722 10.8 13.9 10.8 3.1 4 0.0
All Students with Disabilities 13,820 13.9 8.6 7.8 0.8 140 1.0
    Behaviorally-Emotionally Disabled 811 0.8 7.8 7.1 0.7 9 1.1
    Hearing Impaired                    124 0.1 9.2 7.9 1.3 5 4.0
    Educable Mentally Disabled       1,052 1.1 6.5 6.3 0.2 54 5.1
    Specific Learning Disabled          6,278 6.3 8.4 7.8 0.6 31 0.5
       Learning Disabled-Reading 5,075 5.1 8.3 7.7 0.5 32 0.6
       Learning Disabled-Mathematics 2,477 2.5 8.3 7.7 0.6 23 0.9
       Learning Disabled-Written Expression 4,388 4.4 8.5 8.0 0.5 29 0.7
       Learning Disabled-Other 176 0.2 8.6 7.8 0.8 0 0.0
    Speech-Language Impaired          1,630 1.6 9.6 8.2 1.4 2 0.1
    Visually Impaired                   46 0.0 9.5 8.0 1.5 1 2.2
    Other Health Impaired               1,782 1.8 8.5 7.7 0.7 17 1.0
    Orthopedically Impaired             56 0.1 9.3 8.1 1.2 1 1.8
    Traumatic Brain Injured           19 0.0 7.4 6.7 0.7 0 0.0
    Autistic 133 0.1 8.6 7.7 0.8 7 5.3
    Severely/Profoundly Mentally Disabled 0 0.0 * * * * *
    Multihandicapped 14 0.0 6.9 6.3 0.6 1 7.1
    Deaf-Blind 0 0.0 * * * * *

            The total for "All Students with Disabilities" includes Section 504 but not those in the "Not Coded" category.
           *No scores are reported for groups with fewer than five students.

            Prepared by the NCDPI Division of Accountability Services/North Carolina Testing Program.  
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Table 5.  North Carolina Testing Program
Annual Writing Assessment, 2002-03 Pilot,

Average Score,
Grade 4

Notes: 1"Number Tested" is the number of students who took the writing test.
           2"Percent" is calculated based on the number tested in the "All Students" category.
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Average Average
Number  Average Total Weighted Conventions Number Percent
Tested1 Percent2

Writing Score Content Score Score Non-scorable Non-scorable
    Trainable Mentally Disabled 8 0.0 4.7 4.7 0.0 5 62.5
    Section 504 1,867 1.9 9.5 8.3 1.3 7 0.4
    Not Coded 1,078 1.1 10.4 8.6 1.8 10 0.9
Limited English Proficient 2,691 2.7 8.8 7.7 1.0 70 2.6
     LEP First Year 288 0.3 8.4 7.5 1.0 43 14.9
     LEP Second Year 660 0.7 8.6 7.6 1.0 12 1.8
Not Served by Title I 47,893 48.2 11.4 9.3 2.1 120 0.3
Schoolwide Title I Program 47,777 48.1 10.3 8.6 1.7 164 0.3
Targeted Assistance 2,900 2.9 9.9 8.4 1.5 11 0.4
Migrant 873 0.9 9.1 7.9 1.2 14 1.6
Accommodations
Braille Edition 3 0.0 * * * * *
Large Print Edition 50 0.1 9.9 8.5 1.5 2 4.0
Assistive Technology Devices 39 0.0 9.0 7.6 1.4 2 5.1
Keyboarding Devices 66 0.1 9.7 8.0 1.8 3 4.5
Cranmer Abacus 1 0.0 * * * * *
Dictation to Scribe 3,546 3.6 8.7 8.7 0.0 33 0.9
Interpreter/Transliterator Signs/Cues Test 10 0.0 7.9 7.1 0.8 1 10.0
Magnification Devices 9 0.0 10.0 8.4 1.6 0 0.0
Student Marks Answers in Test Book 2,329 2.3 8.3 7.6 0.7 24 1.0
Accommodation Notification Form 6 0.0 10.8 9.3 1.5 0 0.0
Test Administrator Reads Test Aloud (in English) 7,203 7.2 8.0 7.5 0.5 98 1.4
Braille Writer/Slate and Stylus (and Braille Paper) 4 0.0 * * * * *
Hospital/Home Testing 7 0.0 8.6 7.1 1.4 0 0.0
Multiple Testing Sessions 3,141 3.2 8.3 7.7 0.6 30 1.0
Scheduled Extended Time 11,265 11.3 8.5 7.7 0.7 120 1.1
Testing in a Separate Room 10,552 10.6 8.4 7.7 0.7 117 1.1
English/Native Language Dictionary/Electronic Translator 256 0.3 8.4 7.6 0.9 10 3.9
One Test Item Per Page Edition 3 0.0 * * * * *

            The total for "All Students with Disabilities" includes Section 504 but not those in the "Not Coded" category.

Notes: 1"Number Tested" is the number of students who took the writing test.
           2"Percent" is calculated based on the number tested in the "All Students" category.
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Average Score,
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           *No scores are reported for groups with fewer than five students.

            Prepared by the NCDPI Division of Accountability Services/North Carolina Testing Program.  
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Table 6.  North Carolina Testing Program 
Annual Writing Assessment, 2002-03 Pilot, 

 Distribution of Scale Scores, 
Grade 4  

 
 
 
 

TOTAL NUMBER 
OF STUDENTS                 99,382 
 
NUMBER OF         HIGH SCORE 20 
STUDENTS WITH   
SCORES     99,080      LOW SCORE   4 
 
NUMBER OF NON- 
SCORABLE PAPERS         302       
 
MEAN    10.8        2002 STATE   SCALE 

PERCENTILES   SCORE 
STANDARD                  90     15.69 
DEVIATION       3.3                75     13.20 

          50 (MEDIAN)   10.26 
VARIANCE     11.2                25       8.47 
                                                                                 10       6.47 
 
 
 

FREQUENCY DISTRIBUTION 
 

    SCALE                                 CUMULATIVE                                        CUMULATIVE   
    SCORE              FREQUENCY       FREQUENCY        PERCENT               PERCENT                                                        
          20             1043          99382               1.05            100.00 
          19                 59          98339               0.06              98.95 
          18             1362          98280                1.37              98.89 
          17                355          96918                0.36              97.52 
          16             8738         96563               8.79              97.16 
          15             3248          87825                3.27              88.37 
          14             8853          84577                8.91              85.10 
          13             3679          75724                3.70              76.19 
          12         10989          72045             11.06              72.49 
          11             5428          61056                5.46              61.44 
          10         23775          55628             23.92             55.97 
            9              6631         31853               6.67              32.05 
            8           14012          25222             14.10             25.38 
            7             1171          11210                1.18              11.28 
            6              3972          10039                4.00              10.10 
            5                 705            6067                0.71                 6.10 
            4              5060             5362                5.09                 5.40 
          NS                302                302                0.30                 0.30 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
Notes:  Prepared by the NCDPI Division of Accountability Services/North Carolina Testing Program. 
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2002-03 
 

North Carolina Writing Assessment 
 

Pilot Test Administrations 
 

Grade 4 
 
 
 
 

Copies of Grade 4 
 

Sample Student Responses 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
The following pages provide copies of sample student responses from grade 4. The content 
score, conventions score, total writing score, achievement level, and annotated explanations of 
the scores are provided for each response. 



Content Score: 4 Total Writing Score: 6

Conventions Score: 2 Achievement Level: I

Content Annotation:

The response is focused on the topic of going to kill the dragon. While it does have a beginning, middle, and end, and it
progresses logically, the story is rushed. The writer does not pause to elaborate, and details are sparse (huge castle,
some knights, huge axes, big red dragon). Vocabulary is simple rather than precise and purposefully chosen
(huge, big, nice). Sentences in the narrative lack variety, many of them starting with the words So and Then.

Conventions Annotation:

While conventions errors in this paper are not pervasive, control of conventions is inconsistent. Usage errors include
tense disagreement ("...inside I saw some knights" and "They have huge axes."). There are a few minor spelling errors
on some more difficult words (snuk, dissapered, dundgen), but most commonly used words, as well as a few more
difficult words, are spelled correctly (sword, caught, knocked, knight). Sentence formation is well−controlled. Thus the
writer sometimes maintains control and sometimes does not, demonstrating minimal control of grammatical conventions
appropriate to the writing task.

Grade 4 Sample Student Response #1

Report of Student Performance in Writing, Grades 4, 7, and 10, 2002-03 Pilot
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Grade 4 Sample Student Response #2
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Content Score: 8 Total Writing Score: 10

Conventions Score: 2 Achievement Level: II

Content Annotation:

The focus in this paper, the visit to Catrina's castle, is established, but then is weakened by the rambling listing of
events/activities that occur in the castle. Organization is minimally complete, and there are major lapses in the logical
progression of the events listed. Some details are offered: "... 10 times in a row... 9 times in a row...chocolate chip
cookies...video games like Sonic, Zelda, pokemon, rugrats". For the most part, however, the details remain general and
undeveloped. There is minimal use of vocabulary that is precise and purposeful, however, sentence fluency is evident in
the sentence variety in the response.

Conventions Annotation:

Minimal control of grammatical conventions is demonstrated across all areas. While there are some sentences that are
correctly formed, there are also errors in sentence formation, such as comma splicing near the end of the paper, and
omitted words ("When all of___ sudden" "...over___ Catrina's castle."). Usage is generally sound. Sometimes
punctuation is missing ("The castle door opened up There...") or incorrect ("What's your name little girl."). Other
mechanics errors include a missing apostrophe (were) and misspelled words (coca, semmed, fill instead of feel,
tommorrow).

Grade 4 Sample Student Response #2 (continued)
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Grade 4 Sample Student Response #3
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Content Score: 12 Total Writing Score: 14

Conventions Score: 2 Achievement Level: III

Content Annotation:

Focus on the topic in this narrative is clear and is maintained throughout the response. The organizational structure of
the paper consists of a purposeful, logical progression. An example of this is in the middle of the first page ("So I
marched downstairs opened the door walked in the backyard and there was the castle as plain and solid as can be.").
Although there are minor weaknesses in the elaboration, the style of the writing is evident in the word choice ("So I did
what every normal kid would do, I screamed 'MOM!'...plain and solid...marched..primly...completely free of
charge...snapped his fingers...shocked but then smiled").

Conventions Annotation:

There are few standard usage errors in this narrative, but run−ons, omitted words, missing punctuation and incorrectly
spelled words (gaint, plaint, appered, amzing) result in minimal control of grammatical conventions appropriate to the
writing task. The student does include, and correctly use, quotation marks, apostrophes, contractions, and exclamation
points.

Grade 4 Sample Student Response #3 (continued)
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Grade 4 Sample Student Response #4
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Grade 4 Sample Student Response #4 (continued)
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Content Score: 16 Total Writing Score: 20

Conventions Score: 4 Achievement Level: IV

Content Annotation:

Focus on the topic of the paper is established, clear, and implicit, and it is maintained throughout the response. The
unifying thread of noise is purposeful, and is woven throughout the story, establishing relationships between and among
the events ("trumpets started loudly playing...get away from the noise...silently walked...reached the noise...") There is
strong elaboration, and the details purposefully and logically lead the reader through, resulting in a unified and complete
narrative ("The clinging and clanging of the suit of the armor on the stone floor attracked the King and his army.").
Vocabulary is precise and purposeful, particularly the verbs (crouched, sneakily crept, silently sliped it on, slashed,
barged, stomped). Sentence fluency is somewhat weakened by the fact that many sentences follow a subject/verb
structure, but holistically, given the paper's other strengths, it's not enough to keep the paper from receiving a 4 in
content.

Conventions Annotation:

Most of the grammatical conventions are executed correctly on this paper, as both sentence formation and usage are
well−controlled. The few errors to speak of occur in mechanics. There are a couple of misspelled words (sliped, attracked,
happened), and an occasional punctuation error (Kings bedroom) but these few errors in mechanics, given all that is
well−controlled in the other aspects of the writing, do not impede understanding. Thus, the paper exhibits reasonable
control of all of the features and receives a 2 in conventions.

Grade 4 Sample Student Response #4 (continued)
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Tables 7 through 14 provide the number of students tested and the percent of students at or above 
Achievement Level III for each of the LEAs by region (former six Technical Assistance Centers 
configurations).  Performance by ethnicity, gender, Title I, and Migrant students is also provided 
for each LEA. 
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             Table 7.  North Carolina Testing Program, Annual Writing Assessment, 2002-03 Pilot,
                                 Percent of Students Scoring At or Above Level III, by LEA

State Percent† 2003 LEA Performance
88 Magellan**
87 Mountain Community**...
82 Quest Academy**...
73 Lincoln Charter**
72 Metrolina**...

2001 State 69...
64 Chapel Hill-Carrboro City, Piedmont Community**
63 Greensboro Academy**...
60 Millennium**, Omuteko Gwamaziima**, Queen's Grant**, Summit Charter**, Union Academy**...

2000 State 58
57 Avery, Chatham Charter**, Dare, River Mill Academy**
56 Franklin Academy**, Woods Charter**

1999 State 55
54 Clay, Elkin City

1995 State 53 Polk
1996, 1998 State 52 Union

51 Arapahoe Charter**, Forsyth Academies**, Watauga
50 Buncombe, Chapel Hill Free School**, Success Institute**

1997 State 49 Guilford Charter**
48 Mount Airy City, Phoenix Academy**, Wake

2002 State 47 Cherokee, Henderson, Orange Charter**
46 Cabarrus, Cape Fear Center**, F Delany New School**, Iredell-Statesville, Sterling Montessori**, Vance Charter**
45 Mooresville City
44 Brevard Academy**
43 Alamance-Burlington, Ashe, Carteret, East Wake Academy**, Swain
42 Clover Garden**, Orange, Whiteville City
41 Asheville City, Burke, Caldwell, Catawba, Person, Roanoke Rapids City, Transylvania, Winston-Salem/Forsyth
40 Alleghany, Chatham, Cleveland, Currituck, Davie, Haywood, Kings Mountain City, New Hanover, Pender

2003 State 39 Alexander, Caswell, Gaston, Guilford, Hickory City, Madison, Mitchell, Surry, Wayne
38 American Renaissance**, Charlotte/Mecklenburg, Cumberland, Duplin, Durham, Evergreen Community**, 

Newton-Conover City, Onslow, Rutherford, Stokes, Wilkes
37 Davidson, Hyde, Johnston, Lincoln, Randolph, Shelby City
36 Camden, Clinton City, Kannapolis City, Macon, Moore, Nash-Rocky Mount, Research Triangle**, 

Rocky Mount Prep Sch**, Washington Montessori**, Yadkin, Yancey
35 Bethel Hill**, Halifax, Harnett, Stanly

1994 State 34 Asheboro City, Craven, S.B. Howard**
33 Charter Day School**, Graham, Jackson, Mountain Discovery**, Pamlico, STARS**, Sugar Creek**, Tyrrell
32 Bladen, Lee, Lenoir, Pitt, Rockingham, Rowan-Salisbury
31 Beaufort, Brunswick, Martin, Wilson
30 Anson, Columbus, Gates, Robeson
29 Edenton/Chowan, McDowell, Montgomery, Rowan Academy**
28 Elizabeth City/Pasquotank, Franklin, Granville, Jones, Sampson
27 ArtSpace Charter**, Bertie, Bridges**, Edgecombe, Perquimans, Thomasville City, Tiller School**
26 Richmond, Scotland
25 A Child's Garden**, Ann Atwater**, Northampton, Vance

1993 State 24 Hoke, Maureen Joy**
23 Greene
22 Torchlight Academy**...
20 C.G. Woodson**, Lexington City...
18 Warren
17 Haliwa-Saponi Tribal**
16 Englemann School**...
14 East Winston Primary**, Hertford, Quality Education**
13 SPARC Academy**, Washington
12 Healthy Start**, PreEminent**
11 Community Charter**
10 Children's Village Academy**...
8 Weldon City...
6 Carter Community**
* Crossnore Academy**, Grandfather Academy**, Hope Elementary**, The Learning Center**

 Notes:    †Percents are rounded to the nearest whole percent.   
               *Data are not reported where the number tested is fewer than five.
             **Denotes a charter school.  For reporting purposes the charter school name has been abbreviated; the complete charter school name        
                 can be found in the Appendix.        
                 Data for 2003 are reported using the revised standard and are generated using the new scoring model.
                 Data for 2002-03 are from the pilot test administration.
                 Prepared by the NCDPI Division of Accountability Services/North Carolina Testing Program.  
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State Mean Score† 2003 LEA Performance
14.9 Magellan**, Mountain Community**...
13.7 Metrolina**
13.5 Lincoln Charter**, Quest Academy**
13.3 Summit Charter**...
13.0 Greensboro Academy**, Millennium**
12.9 Chapel Hill-Carrboro City, Piedmont Community**...
12.7 Union Academy**
12.5 Chapel Hill Free School**, River Mill Academy**, Woods Charter**, 
12.3 Dare, Franklin Academy**, Queen's Grant**, Vance Charter**
12.1 F Delany New School**
12.0 Clay
11.9 Avery, Chatham Charter**, Forsyth Academies**, Phoenix Academy**, Polk, Watauga
11.7 Buncombe, Elkin City, Orange Charter**, Union
11.5 Cabarrus, Clover Garden**, Henderson, Iredell-Statesville, Mount Airy City, Success Institute**, Wake  
11.3 Alamance-Burlington, Arapahoe Charter**, Ashe, Carteret, Caswell, Cherokee,

East Wake Academy**, Hyde, Mooresville City, Whiteville City
11.1 Asheville City, Catawba, Chatham, Orange, Wayne, Winston-Salem/Forsyth
11.0 Alleghany, Burke, Caldwell, Evergreen Community**, Person, Roanoke Rapids City, 

Sterling Montessori**, Swain
2003 State 10.9 Alexander, Cleveland, Cumberland, Currituck, Duplin, Durham, Gaston, Guilford, Haywood, 

Hickory City, Macon, Pender, Kannapolis City, Kings Mountain City, Madison,
Omuteko Gwamaziima**, Onslow, Stokes, Transylvania

10.7 American Renaissance**, Camden, Cape Fear Center**,Charlotte/Mecklenburg, Davidson, Davie,
Guilford Charter**, Halifax, Johnston, Lincoln, Mitchell, Moore, Nash-Rocky Mount, New Hanover,
Newton-Conover City, Quality Education**, Rutherford,  Shelby City, Stanly, Surry, Wilkes, Yadkin
Yancey

10.5 Asheboro City, Bethel Hill**, Brevard Academy**, Charter Day School**, Clinton City, Harnett, Jackson, 
Randolph, Research Triangle**, Rocky Mount Prep Sch**, Rowan-Salisbury, Washington Montessori**

10.3 Anson, Beaufort, Bladen, Craven, Columbus, Graham, Lee, Lenoir, Pamlico, Pitt, Robeson, 
Rowan Academy**, S.B. Howard**, Wilson

10.1 Brunswick, Elizabeth City/Pasquotank, Gates, Granville, Jones, Martin, McDowell, Rockingham, Tyrrell
10.0 Franklin, Sampson
9.9 Edenton/Chowan, Montgomery, Richmond, STARS**, Scotland, Thomasville City
9.7 ArtSpace Charter**, Edgecombe, Haliwa-Saponi Tribal**, Hoke, Mountain Discovery**, Northampton, 

Sugar Creek**, Vance
9.5 Ann Atwater**, Bertie, Perquimans
9.3 A Child's Garden**, Greene, Hertford, Maureen Joy**, Tiller School**
9.1 Lexington City, PreEminent**, Warren
9.0 C.G. Woodson**, SPARC Academy**...
8.7 Bridges**, The Learning Center**
8.5 Children's Village Academy**
8.3 Carter Community**, East Winston Primary**, Englemann School**, Torchlight Academy**, Washington
8.0 Hope Elementary**...
7.7 Weldon City...
7.5 Healthy Start**...
6.7 Community Charter**
* Crossnore Academy**, Grandfather Academy**

 Notes: †Scale scores are rounded up to the nearest two-tenths of a point. 
            *Data are not reported where the number tested is fewer than five.
          **Denotes a charter school.  For reporting purposes the charter school name has been abbreviated; the complete charter school name        
              can be found in the Appendix.        
              Data for 2003 are reported using the revised standard and are generated using the new scoring model.
              Data for 2002-03 are from the pilot test administration.
              Prepared by the NCDPI Division of Accountability Services/North Carolina Testing Program.  

Table 8.  North Carolina Testing Program, Annual Writing Assessment, 2002-03 Pilot,
Average Total Writing Score, by LEA

Grade 4
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Number 
Tested

Percent At 
or Above 
Level III

Number 
Tested

Percent At 
or Above 
Level III

Number 
Tested

Percent At 
or Above 
Level III

Number 
Tested

Percent At 
or Above 
Level III

Number 
Tested

Percent At 
or Above 
Level III

Number 
Tested

Percent At 
or Above 
Level III

Number 
Tested

Percent At 
or Above 
Level III

 State 99,382 38.6 1,635 27.5 1,776 49.3 29,635 25.0 5,587 26.0 2,475 40.8 57,556 46.7
 Western Region 7,068 42.7 105 26.7 46 58.7 444 23.0 255 28.6 187 42.2 6,008 44.9
 Buncombe 1,862 49.6 7 42.9 11 81.8 117 26.5 72 33.3 53 52.8 1,595 51.8
 ArtSpace Charter** 22 27.3 0 * 1 * 2 * 0 * 0 * 19 26.3
 Asheville City 247 40.5 1 * 1 * 113 22.1 7 28.6 18 33.3 106 62.3
 F Delany New School** 11 45.5 0 * 0 * 2 * 0 * 2 * 7 57.1
 Evergreen Community** 24 37.5 0 * 0 * 0 * 1 * 3 * 20 40.0
 Cherokee 258 47.3 8 12.5 0 * 5 40.0 5 40.0 10 50.0 230 48.7
 The Learning Center** 10 0.0 0 * 0 * 0 * 0 * 2 * 8 0.0
 Clay 92 54.3 1 * 1 * 0 * 0 * 0 * 90 53.3
 Graham 94 33.0 8 12.5 0 * 0 * 2 * 1 * 83 32.5
 Haywood 620 39.5 7 14.3 2 * 4 * 8 25.0 13 23.1 583 40.3
 Henderson 865 47.1 6 0.0 8 100.0 38 39.5 72 33.3 28 46.4 710 48.7
 Mountain Community** 15 86.7 0 * 0 * 0 * 0 * 0 * 15 86.7
 Jackson 255 32.9 30 30.0 1 * 0 * 7 0.0 2 * 214 34.1
 Summit Charter** 20 60.0 0 * 0 * 0 * 0 * 0 * 20 60.0
 Macon 300 36.3 3 * 2 * 3 * 9 0.0 1 * 281 37.7
 Madison 181 38.7 1 * 0 * 0 * 3 * 1 * 173 38.7
 McDowell 493 28.8 1 * 8 12.5 19 15.8 21 38.1 3 * 440 29.3
 Mitchell 173 39.3 1 * 1 * 3 * 7 0.0 1 * 160 40.6
 Polk 167 53.3 0 * 1 * 13 15.4 7 14.3 5 20.0 140 60.0
 Rutherford 740 38.2 1 * 4 * 113 15.9 22 13.6 29 37.9 570 44.0
 Swain 112 42.9 26 26.9 1 * 1 * 1 * 0 * 82 47.6
 Mountain Discovery** 9 33.3 1 * 0 * 0 * 0 * 0 * 8 37.5
 Transylvania 282 41.1 3 * 3 * 7 14.3 4 * 13 38.5 252 41.7
 Brevard Academy** 27 44.4 0 * 0 * 2 * 1 * 1 * 23 43.5
 Yancey 189 36.0 0 * 1 * 2 * 6 0.0 1 * 179 36.9

  Notes:   *Data not reported where number tested is fewer than five. The ethnic categories may not sum to total number tested and total number passing because ethnic category may not have been coded on some student answer sheets.
             **Denotes a charter school. For reporting purposes the charter school name has been abbreviated; the complete name can be found in the Appendix.
                 Prepared by the NCDPI Division of Accountability Services/North Carolina Testing Program.

Asian Black Hispanic Multi-Racial

Grade 4, by LEA and Ethnicity,
Western Region

Total
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Table 9a. North Carolina Testing Program
Annual Writing Assessment, 2002-03 Pilot,

American Indian White
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Number 
Tested

Percent At 
or Above 
Level III

Number 
Tested

Percent At 
or Above 
Level III

Number 
Tested

Percent At 
or Above 
Level III

Number 
Tested

Percent At 
or Above 
Level III

Number 
Tested

Percent At 
or Above 
Level III

Number 
Tested

Percent At 
or Above 
Level III

Number 
Tested

Percent At 
or Above 
Level III

 State 99,382 38.6 50,457 33.3 48,769 44.0 47,893 46.0 47,777 31.8 2,900 26.9 873 17.6
 Western Region 7,068 42.7 3,564 36.4 3,499 49.1 2,088 48.4 4,702 40.9 261 29.9 49 18.4
 Buncombe 1,862 49.6 908 45.5 953 53.6 832 59.0 944 43.3 81 29.6 0 *
 ArtSpace Charter** 22 27.3 9 22.2 13 30.8 19 26.3 0 * 0 * 0 *
 Asheville City 247 40.5 125 36.0 121 44.6 0 * 247 40.5 0 * 0 *
 F Delany New School** 11 45.5 7 42.9 4 * 5 60.0 0 * 6 33.3 0 *
 Evergreen Community** 24 37.5 15 33.3 9 44.4 0 * 0 * 24 37.5 0 *
 Cherokee 258 47.3 135 36.3 122 59.8 1 * 257 47.1 0 * 0 *
 The Learning Center** 10 0.0 5 0.0 5 0.0 0 * 10 0.0 0 * 0 *
 Clay 92 54.3 44 40.9 48 66.7 0 * 92 54.3 0 * 0 *
 Graham 94 33.0 44 20.5 50 44.0 0 * 94 33.0 0 * 0 *
 Haywood 620 39.5 333 33.0 287 47.0 167 38.9 440 40.2 13 23.1 1 *
 Henderson 865 47.1 443 38.8 422 55.7 286 55.6 564 43.1 11 36.4 48 18.8
 Mountain Community** 15 86.7 5 60.0 9 100.0 0 * 0 * 11 81.8 0 *
 Jackson 255 32.9 123 26.8 132 38.6 4 * 234 35.0 17 5.9 0 *
 Summit Charter** 20 60.0 10 40.0 10 80.0 20 60.0 0 * 0 * 0 *
 Macon 300 36.3 148 29.1 152 43.4 25 44.0 275 35.6 0 * 0 *
 Madison 181 38.7 93 35.5 87 42.5 34 38.2 93 41.9 54 33.3 0 *
 McDowell 493 28.8 238 21.8 255 35.3 417 28.3 54 42.6 22 4.5 0 *
 Mitchell 173 39.3 91 37.4 82 41.5 0 * 172 39.5 0 * 0 *
 Polk 167 53.3 95 51.6 72 55.6 167 53.3 0 * 0 * 0 *
 Rutherford 740 38.2 375 31.2 365 45.5 0 * 740 38.2 0 * 0 *
 Swain 112 42.9 58 31.0 54 55.6 0 * 112 42.9 0 * 0 *
 Mountain Discovery** 9 33.3 2 * 7 42.9 9 33.3 0 * 0 * 0 *
 Transylvania 282 41.1 139 28.1 143 53.8 0 * 282 41.1 0 * 0 *
 Brevard Academy** 27 44.4 14 42.9 13 46.2 0 * 27 44.4 0 * 0 *
 Yancey 189 36.0 105 38.1 84 33.3 102 38.2 65 33.8 22 31.8 0 *

  Notes:  *Data not reported where number tested is fewer than five. The gender, Title I, and Migrant categories may not sum to total number tested and total number passing because these categories may not have been coded on some student answer sheets.
            **Denotes a charter school. For reporting purposes the charter school name has been abbreviated; the complete name can be found in the Appendix.
                Prepared by the NCDPI Division of Accountability Services/North Carolina Testing Program.

Female Not Served by Title I
Schoolwide Title I 

Program Target Assistance

Grade 4, by LEA, Gender, Title I, and Migrant Students
Western Region

Total
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Table 9b. North Carolina Testing Program
Annual Writing Assessment, 2002-03 Pilot,

Male Migrant
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Number 
Tested

Percent At 
or Above 
Level III

Number 
Tested

Percent At 
or Above 
Level III

Number 
Tested

Percent At 
or Above 
Level III

Number 
Tested

Percent At 
or Above 
Level III

Number 
Tested

Percent At 
or Above 
Level III

Number 
Tested

Percent At 
or Above 
Level III

Number 
Tested

Percent At 
or Above 
Level III

 State 99,382 38.6 1,635 27.5 1,776 49.3 29,635 25.0 5,587 26.0 2,475 40.8 57,556 46.7
 Northwest Region 15,361 40.3 65 29.2 406 38.2 2,379 26.6 950 25.2 320 33.4 11,150 44.9
 Alexander 416 39.4 0 * 14 21.4 25 28.0 22 27.3 8 37.5 344 41.9
 Alleghany 106 39.6 1 * 0 * 2 * 7 0.0 3 * 92 44.6
 Ashe 240 42.5 6 16.7 0 * 1 * 5 60.0 4 * 221 43.4
 Avery 184 57.1 1 * 0 * 1 * 1 * 0 * 180 57.2
 Grandfather Academy** 4 * 0 * 0 * 1 * 0 * 0 * 3 *
 Crossnore Academy** 4 * 0 * 0 * 1 * 0 * 0 * 3 *
 Burke 1,104 41.1 3 * 125 33.6 52 38.5 46 39.1 25 44.0 843 42.3
 Caldwell 982 40.5 1 * 5 60.0 66 39.4 31 35.5 25 28.0 848 41.3
 Catawba 1,295 40.8 3 * 96 32.3 98 26.5 71 29.6 31 41.9 987 44.1
 Englemann School** 25 16.0 0 * 0 * 8 0.0 0 * 0 * 16 25.0
 Hickory City 294 38.8 0 * 18 27.8 80 26.3 31 6.5 13 38.5 149 54.4
 Newton-Conover City 193 38.3 2 * 13 46.2 40 30.0 24 45.8 9 33.3 104 39.4
 Davidson 1,396 36.7 15 26.7 11 63.6 37 35.1 25 20.0 15 33.3 1,288 37.0
 Lexington City 251 20.3 2 * 16 31.3 107 16.8 45 17.8 12 33.3 66 22.7
 Thomasville City 189 27.0 1 * 0 * 84 23.8 28 21.4 15 20.0 61 34.4
 Davie 471 39.5 1 * 1 * 43 32.6 32 25.0 10 20.0 381 42.0
 Winston-Salem/Forsyth 3,378 40.7 13 30.8 49 67.3 1,228 25.9 293 21.5 72 30.6 1,696 54.0
 Quality Education** 7 14.3 0 * 0 * 7 14.3 0 * 0 * 0 *
 C.G. Woodson** 25 20.0 0 * 0 * 23 21.7 2 * 0 * 0 *
 East Winston Primary** 22 13.6 0 * 0 * 22 13.6 0 * 0 * 0 *
 Forsyth Academies** 61 50.8 0 * 0 * 29 48.3 1 * 4 * 26 53.8
 Iredell-Statesville 1,426 45.7 7 14.3 36 38.9 228 27.6 74 43.2 20 30.0 1,058 50.4
 American Renaissance** 34 38.2 0 * 0 * 6 16.7 0 * 0 * 28 42.9
 Success Institute** 10 50.0 0 * 0 * 9 44.4 0 * 0 * 1 *
 Mooresville City 318 44.7 2 * 4 * 62 30.6 7 42.9 7 14.3 236 49.6
 Stokes 523 38.4 1 * 0 * 17 17.6 7 14.3 8 25.0 489 39.7
 Surry 653 38.7 2 * 7 14.3 23 34.8 80 23.8 8 25.0 530 41.9
 Elkin City 84 53.6 0 * 0 * 4 * 8 0.0 2 * 70 62.9
 Mount Airy City 122 48.4 0 * 5 0.0 16 37.5 10 30.0 2 * 89 56.2
 Millennium** 30 60.0 0 * 0 * 2 * 0 * 1 * 27 63.0
 Watauga 300 51.3 3 * 4 * 1 * 4 * 7 71.4 279 51.6
 Wilkes 768 38.2 1 * 1 * 44 18.2 46 15.2 12 41.7 662 40.8
 Bridges** 11 27.3 0 * 0 * 2 * 0 * 0 * 9 22.2
 Yadkin 435 35.9 0 * 1 * 10 10.0 50 20.0 7 42.9 364 38.5

  Notes:   *Data not reported where number tested is fewer than five. The ethnic categories may not sum to total number tested and total number passing because ethnic category may not have been coded on some student answer sheets.
             **Denotes a charter school. For reporting purposes the charter school name has been abbreviated; the complete name can be found in the Appendix.
                 Prepared by the NCDPI Division of Accountability Services/North Carolina Testing Program.

Hispanic Multi-Racial WhiteTotal American Indian Asian Black

Northwest Region
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Number 
Tested

Percent At 
or Above 
Level III

Number 
Tested

Percent At 
or Above 
Level III

Number 
Tested

Percent At 
or Above 
Level III

Number 
Tested

Percent At 
or Above 
Level III

Number 
Tested

Percent At 
or Above 
Level III

Number 
Tested

Percent At 
or Above 
Level III

Number 
Tested

Percent At 
or Above 
Level III

 State 99,382 38.6 50,457 33.3 48,769 44.0 47,893 46.0 47,777 31.8 2,900 26.9 873 17.6
 Northwest Region 15,361 40.3 7,805 35.8 7,530 45.0 8,848 45.6 5,853 35.0 599 16.2 40 25.0
 Alexander 416 39.4 226 34.5 190 45.3 347 43.2 0 * 67 20.9 0 *
 Alleghany 106 39.6 57 33.3 49 46.9 1 * 105 40.0 0 * 0 *
 Ashe 240 42.5 127 39.4 113 46.0 0 * 239 42.7 0 * 1 *
 Avery 184 57.1 98 56.1 86 58.1 38 57.9 145 57.2 0 * 0 *
 Grandfather Academy** 4 * 4 * 0 * 0 * 4 * 0 * 0 *
 Crossnore Academy** 4 * 3 * 1 * 0 * 4 * 0 * 0 *
 Burke 1,104 41.1 564 35.1 538 47.4 134 38.8 967 41.4 0 * 0 *
 Caldwell 982 40.5 483 36.9 499 44.1 249 44.6 730 39.2 0 * 0 *
 Catawba 1,295 40.8 664 38.1 631 43.7 1,233 41.6 32 25.0 21 19.0 0 *
 Englemann School** 25 16.0 19 21.1 6 0.0 25 16.0 0 * 0 * 0 *
 Hickory City 294 38.8 136 40.4 157 37.6 77 54.5 216 33.3 0 * 0 *
 Newton-Conover City 193 38.3 98 27.6 95 49.5 89 41.6 104 35.6 0 * 0 *
 Davidson 1,396 36.7 724 30.9 669 43.0 1,244 39.4 0 * 147 13.6 0 *
 Lexington City 251 20.3 128 18.0 122 23.0 1 * 250 20.4 0 * 0 *
 Thomasville City 189 27.0 100 24.0 89 30.3 0 * 189 27.0 0 * 0 *
 Davie 471 39.5 260 36.9 209 42.1 413 43.3 0 * 57 12.3 0 *
 Winston-Salem/Forsyth 3,378 40.7 1,676 36.7 1,692 44.6 2,177 51.4 1,116 22.0 75 8.0 0 *
 Quality Education** 7 14.3 6 16.7 1 * 7 14.3 0 * 0 * 0 *
 C.G. Woodson** 25 20.0 19 15.8 6 33.3 0 * 0 * 25 20.0 0 *
 East Winston Primary** 22 13.6 14 21.4 8 0.0 0 * 0 * 22 13.6 0 *
 Forsyth Academies** 61 50.8 34 52.9 27 48.1 0 * 61 50.8 0 * 0 *
 Iredell-Statesville 1,426 45.7 700 37.7 724 53.5 1,078 46.9 330 43.9 13 0.0 0 *
 American Renaissance** 34 38.2 19 26.3 15 53.3 34 38.2 0 * 0 * 0 *
 Success Institute** 10 50.0 5 20.0 5 80.0 10 50.0 0 * 0 * 0 *
 Mooresville City 318 44.7 136 39.7 182 48.4 317 44.8 0 * 0 * 0 *
 Stokes 523 38.4 282 35.5 239 41.8 263 45.2 235 34.0 25 8.0 0 *
 Surry 653 38.7 333 36.6 319 41.1 66 84.8 584 33.6 0 * 16 31.3
 Elkin City 84 53.6 43 58.1 41 48.8 64 65.6 0 * 19 10.5 0 *
 Mount Airy City 122 48.4 57 54.4 65 43.1 2 * 119 48.7 0 * 0 *
 Millennium** 30 60.0 13 46.2 17 70.6 30 60.0 0 * 0 * 0 *
 Watauga 300 51.3 158 47.5 142 55.6 252 55.6 27 37.0 21 19.0 0 *
 Wilkes 768 38.2 381 32.0 386 44.3 317 39.7 396 37.4 48 37.5 19 15.8
 Bridges** 11 27.3 7 14.3 3 * 0 * 0 * 11 27.3 0 *
 Yadkin 435 35.9 231 27.7 204 45.1 380 37.9 0 * 48 18.8 4 *

  Notes:  *Data not reported where number tested is fewer than five. The gender, Title I, and Migrant categories may not sum to total number tested and total number passing because these categories may not have been coded on some student answer sheets.
            **Denotes a charter school. For reporting purposes the charter school name has been abbreviated; the complete name can be found in the Appendix.
                Prepared by the NCDPI Division of Accountability Services/North Carolina Testing Program.

Northwest Region
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Schoolwide Title I 
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 Number 
Tested 

Percent At 
or Above 
Level III

 Number 
Tested 

Percent At 
or Above 
Level III

 Number 
Tested 

Percent At 
or Above 
Level III

 Number 
Tested 

Percent At 
or Above 
Level III

 Number 
Tested 

Percent At 
or Above 
Level III

 Number 
Tested 

Percent At 
or Above 
Level III

 Number 
Tested 

Percent At 
or Above 
Level III

 State 99,382 38.6 1,635 27.5 1,776 49.3 29,635 25.0 5,587 26.0 2,475 40.8 57,556 46.7
 Southwest Region 22,346 38.4 260 23.1 444 50.0 6,866 23.8 1,345 25.0 475 37.7 12,789 47.7
 Anson 352 30.4 0 * 4 * 229 20.5 5 20.0 10 50.0 104 50.0
 Cabarrus 1,688 46.0 8 25.0 12 66.7 238 31.1 98 31.6 35 40.0 1,280 50.3
 Kannapolis City 336 35.7 0 * 7 42.9 97 32.0 45 15.6 9 33.3 178 42.7
 Cleveland 743 39.7 1 * 0 * 187 28.3 12 25.0 21 38.1 522 44.3
 Kings Mountain City 386 39.6 1 * 6 66.7 84 33.3 5 40.0 9 33.3 277 41.2
 Shelby City 245 37.1 0 * 1 * 150 22.7 6 16.7 6 66.7 80 63.8
 Gaston 2,236 38.7 6 16.7 26 61.5 450 25.6 77 33.8 38 36.8 1,627 42.3
 Piedmont Community** 42 64.3 0 * 0 * 8 37.5 1 * 1 * 32 71.9
 Hoke 474 24.1 47 19.1 4 * 196 18.4 37 32.4 23 34.8 165 28.5
 Lincoln 802 36.7 4 * 1 * 55 23.6 80 28.8 16 31.3 644 39.0
 Lincoln Charter** 44 72.7 0 * 0 * 0 * 1 * 0 * 43 74.4
 Charlotte/Mecklenburg 8,353 38.2 67 31.3 312 49.7 3,586 24.0 612 23.0 183 36.1 3,496 54.9
 Community Charter** 9 11.1 0 * 0 * 7 14.3 0 * 0 * 2 *
 Sugar Creek** 49 32.7 0 * 0 * 49 32.7 0 * 0 * 0 *
 Metrolina** 18 72.2 0 * 3 * 2 * 1 * 0 * 11 63.6
 Queen's Grant** 70 60.0 0 * 2 * 2 * 1 * 0 * 65 60.0
 Montgomery 305 28.9 1 * 9 33.3 92 18.5 52 25.0 6 33.3 145 36.6
 Moore 866 35.7 9 33.3 3 * 202 21.8 53 24.5 21 52.4 577 40.7
 STARS** 18 33.3 0 * 0 * 12 16.7 0 * 0 * 6 66.7
 Richmond 610 25.6 18 27.8 1 * 236 16.5 23 13.0 16 37.5 315 32.7
 Rowan-Salisbury 1,500 32.3 4 * 15 46.7 319 20.1 82 15.9 29 24.1 1,042 37.2
 Rowan Academy** 14 28.6 0 * 0 * 14 28.6 0 * 0 * 0 *
 Scotland 505 25.9 83 14.5 2 * 224 21.9 0 * 5 60.0 183 36.1
 Stanly 710 34.8 4 * 20 25.0 112 17.9 23 26.1 11 45.5 534 39.0
 Union 1,911 51.6 5 40.0 16 56.3 306 25.5 130 28.5 36 41.7 1,413 59.7
 Union Academy** 60 60.0 2 * 0 * 9 66.7 1 * 0 * 48 60.4

  Notes:   *Data not reported where number tested is fewer than five. The ethnic categories may not sum to total number tested and total number passing because ethnic category may not have been coded on some student answer sheets.
             **Denotes a charter school. For reporting purposes the charter school name has been abbreviated; the complete name can be found in the Appendix.
                 Prepared by the NCDPI Division of Accountability Services/North Carolina Testing Program.
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 Number 
Tested 

Percent At 
or Above 
Level III

 Number 
Tested 

Percent At 
or Above 
Level III

 Number 
Tested 

Percent At 
or Above 
Level III

 Number 
Tested 

Percent At 
or Above 
Level III

 Number 
Tested 

Percent At 
or Above 
Level III

 Number 
Tested 

Percent At or 
Above Level 

III
 Number 
Tested 

Percent At 
or Above 
Level III

 State 99,382 38.6 50,457 33.3 48,769 44.0 47,893 46.0 47,777 31.8 2,900 26.9 873 17.6
 Southwest Region 22,346 38.4 11,445 33.0 10,852 44.2 14,790 44.2 6,894 26.8 356 27.2 55 7.3
 Anson 352 30.4 181 28.7 171 32.2 83 45.8 269 25.7 0 * 0 *
 Cabarrus 1,688 46.0 876 41.8 806 50.5 1,260 48.2 236 37.3 188 43.6 1 *
 Kannapolis City 336 35.7 180 30.0 153 42.5 1 * 334 35.9 0 * 0 *
 Cleveland 743 39.7 370 35.1 373 44.2 416 46.6 302 32.5 24 8.3 0 *
 Kings Mountain City 386 39.6 191 33.0 195 46.2 324 36.7 58 55.2 0 * 0 *
 Shelby City 245 37.1 123 35.0 120 40.0 245 37.1 0 * 0 * 0 *
 Gaston 2,236 38.7 1,160 32.2 1,070 45.6 1,539 44.8 687 25.2 0 * 0 *
 Piedmont Community** 42 64.3 23 56.5 19 73.7 38 68.4 0 * 4 * 0 *
 Hoke 474 24.1 239 15.1 235 33.2 0 * 471 24.0 0 * 7 0.0
 Lincoln 802 36.7 445 30.8 357 44.0 324 36.1 457 37.6 0 * 0 *
 Lincoln Charter** 44 72.7 25 64.0 19 84.2 44 72.7 0 * 0 * 0 *
 Charlotte/Mecklenburg 8,353 38.2 4,241 32.3 4,087 44.5 6,607 42.2 1,529 21.1 0 * 0 *
 Community Charter** 9 11.1 4 * 5 20.0 6 0.0 0 * 3 * 0 *
 Sugar Creek** 49 32.7 25 24.0 24 41.7 0 * 49 32.7 0 * 0 *
 Metrolina** 18 72.2 11 63.6 7 85.7 8 75.0 0 * 0 * 0 *
 Queen's Grant** 70 60.0 32 59.4 38 60.5 70 60.0 0 * 0 * 0 *
 Montgomery 305 28.9 144 25.0 161 32.3 0 * 303 28.7 0 * 10 10.0
 Moore 866 35.7 459 29.6 406 42.6 357 42.6 500 31.0 1 * 9 22.2
 STARS** 18 33.3 6 33.3 12 33.3 11 36.4 0 * 6 16.7 0 *
 Richmond 610 25.6 317 19.2 293 32.4 352 27.0 257 23.7 0 * 0 *
 Rowan-Salisbury 1,500 32.3 757 29.1 743 35.7 984 39.7 409 20.3 88 6.8 24 4.2
 Rowan Academy** 14 28.6 9 33.3 5 20.0 14 28.6 0 * 0 * 0 *
 Scotland 505 25.9 252 23.0 250 29.2 117 39.3 388 21.9 0 * 4 *
 Stanly 710 34.8 361 29.1 348 40.8 427 38.9 281 28.8 0 * 0 *
 Union 1,911 51.6 985 46.4 924 57.3 1,503 59.2 364 25.3 42 9.5 0 *
 Union Academy** 60 60.0 29 58.6 31 61.3 60 60.0 0 * 0 * 0 *

  Notes:  *Data not reported where number tested is fewer than five. The gender, Title I, and Migrant categories may not sum to total number tested and total number passing because these categories may not have been coded on some student answer sheets.
            **Denotes a charter school. For reporting purposes the charter school name has been abbreviated; the complete name can be found in the Appendix.
                Prepared by the NCDPI Division of Accountability Services/North Carolina Testing Program.
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 Number 
Tested 

Percent At 
or Above 
Level III

 Number 
Tested 

Percent At 
or Above 
Level III

 Number 
Tested 

Percent At 
or Above 
Level III

 Number 
Tested 

Percent At 
or Above 
Level III

 Number 
Tested 

Percent At 
or Above 
Level III

 Number 
Tested 

Percent At 
or Above 
Level III

 Number 
Tested 

Percent At 
or Above 
Level III

 State 99,382 38.6 1,635 27.5 1,776 49.3 29,635 25.0 5,587 26.0 2,475 40.8 57,556 46.7
 Northeast Region 6,423 31.2 43 32.6 24 50.0 3,265 21.3 159 28.9 112 36.6 2,775 42.7
 Beaufort 535 31.4 3 * 1 * 203 20.7 31 19.4 9 33.3 285 40.4
 Washington Montessori** 11 36.4 0 * 0 * 1 * 1 * 0 * 9 44.4
 Bertie 234 26.9 2 * 0 * 197 21.3 2 * 0 * 33 57.6
 Camden 116 36.2 0 * 1 * 17 35.3 0 * 0 * 95 35.8
 Edenton/Chowan 174 29.3 2 * 1 * 87 28.7 3 * 3 * 78 33.3
 Currituck 263 39.9 0 * 1 * 12 41.7 6 50.0 6 66.7 238 38.7
 Dare 363 57.3 0 * 0 * 16 37.5 12 50.0 10 80.0 320 58.1
 Edgecombe 574 27.2 1 * 2 * 308 21.4 20 25.0 11 18.2 230 36.1
 Gates 129 30.2 1 * 1 * 57 22.8 2 * 1 * 66 37.9
 Halifax 429 34.7 24 37.5 1 * 366 34.2 5 20.0 7 57.1 22 31.8
 Roanoke Rapids City 222 41.0 0 * 3 * 40 30.0 3 * 2 * 174 42.5
 Weldon City 101 7.9 0 * 0 * 97 8.2 0 * 1 * 2 *
 Hertford 251 13.9 5 20.0 1 * 197 14.7 2 * 3 * 38 13.2
 Hyde 41 36.6 0 * 0 * 17 11.8 2 * 0 * 21 61.9
 Martin 322 31.4 3 * 0 * 184 22.3 4 * 3 * 127 44.1
 Northampton 272 24.6 0 * 0 * 221 22.6 1 * 2 * 45 35.6
 Elizabeth City/Pasquotank 440 28.2 0 * 1 * 209 18.2 4 * 7 28.6 219 37.9
 Perquimans 130 26.9 0 * 0 * 48 14.6 0 * 1 * 81 33.3
 Pitt 1,611 31.6 2 * 10 50.0 858 19.3 57 31.6 40 35.0 630 47.5
 Tyrrell 45 33.3 0 * 0 * 22 9.1 1 * 2 * 19 57.9
 Washington 160 13.1 0 * 1 * 108 8.3 3 * 4 * 43 23.3

  Notes:   *Data not reported where number tested is fewer than five. The ethnic categories may not sum to total number tested and total number passing because ethnic category may not have been coded on some student answer sheets.
             **Denotes a charter school. For reporting purposes the charter school name has been abbreviated; the complete name can be found in the Appendix.
                 Prepared by the NCDPI Division of Accountability Services/North Carolina Testing Program.
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Table 12a. North Carolina Testing Program
Annual Writing Assessment, 2002-03 Pilot,

Grade 4, by LEA and Ethnicity,

Hispanic Multi-Racial

Northeast Region

Total American Indian WhiteAsian Black
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 Number 
Tested 

Percent At 
or Above 
Level III

 Number 
Tested 

Percent At 
or Above 
Level III

 Number 
Tested 

Percent At 
or Above 
Level III

 Number 
Tested 

Percent At 
or Above 
Level III

 Number 
Tested 

Percent At 
or Above 
Level III

 Number 
Tested 

Percent At 
or Above 
Level III

 Number 
Tested 

Percent At 
or Above 
Level III

 State 99,382 38.6 50,457 33.3 48,769 44.0 47,893 46.0 47,777 31.8 2,900 26.9 873 17.6
 Northeast Region 6,423 31.2 3,297 26.1 3,117 36.6 2,773 39.1 3,332 25.2 304 27.0 336 16.1
 Beaufort 535 31.4 263 22.1 272 40.4 326 34.7 209 26.3 0 * 3 *
 Washington Montessori** 11 36.4 3 * 8 37.5 0 * 11 36.4 0 * 0 *
 Bertie 234 26.9 131 18.3 103 37.9 21 57.1 212 24.1 0 * 0 *
 Camden 116 36.2 57 33.3 58 37.9 103 40.8 0 * 13 0.0 0 *
 Edenton/Chowan 174 29.3 90 21.1 84 38.1 0 * 174 29.3 0 * 0 *
 Currituck 263 39.9 133 33.1 130 46.9 253 40.7 0 * 10 20.0 0 *
 Dare 363 57.3 195 50.3 168 65.5 328 60.7 0 * 35 25.7 0 *
 Edgecombe 574 27.2 301 24.9 273 29.7 286 36.7 285 17.9 1 * 121 19.0
 Gates 129 30.2 60 30.0 69 30.4 0 * 128 30.5 0 * 0 *
 Halifax 429 34.7 215 27.9 207 41.5 3 * 425 34.6 0 * 5 20.0
 Roanoke Rapids City 222 41.0 120 38.3 102 44.1 220 41.4 0 * 0 * 0 *
 Weldon City 101 7.9 60 3.3 41 14.6 0 * 101 7.9 0 * 0 *
 Hertford 251 13.9 131 11.5 120 16.7 0 * 250 14.0 0 * 0 *
 Hyde 41 36.6 14 28.6 26 38.5 9 55.6 32 31.3 0 * 0 *
 Martin 322 31.4 184 27.2 138 37.0 35 37.1 287 30.7 0 * 0 *
 Northampton 272 24.6 140 25.7 132 23.5 0 * 270 24.8 0 * 86 17.4
 Elizabeth City/Pasquotank 440 28.2 206 21.8 234 33.8 4 * 436 28.2 0 * 0 *
 Perquimans 130 26.9 64 28.1 66 25.8 0 * 130 26.9 0 * 0 *
 Pitt 1,611 31.6 819 26.5 792 36.9 1,185 33.7 178 21.9 245 29.0 0 *
 Tyrrell 45 33.3 20 10.0 25 52.0 0 * 45 33.3 0 * 0 *
 Washington 160 13.1 91 11.0 69 15.9 0 * 159 13.2 0 * 121 12.4

  Notes:  *Data not reported where number tested is fewer than five. The gender, Title I, and Migrant categories may not sum to total number tested and total number passing because these categories may not have been coded on some student answer sheets.
             **Denotes a charter school. For reporting purposes the charter school name has been abbreviated; the complete name can be found in the Appendix.
                 Prepared by the NCDPI Division of Accountability Services/North Carolina Testing Program.
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Table 12b. North Carolina Testing Program
Annual Writing Assessment, 2002-03 Pilot,

Grade 4, by LEA, Gender, Title I, and Migrant Students

MigrantFemale Not Served by Title I
Schoolwide Title I 

Program Target Assistance
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 Number 
Tested 

Percent At 
or Above 
Level III

 Number 
Tested 

Percent At 
or Above 
Level III

 Number 
Tested 

Percent At 
or Above 
Level III

 Number 
Tested 

Percent At 
or Above 
Level III

 Number 
Tested 

Percent At 
or Above 
Level III

 Number 
Tested 

Percent At 
or Above 
Level III

 Number 
Tested 

Percent At 
or Above 
Level III

 State 99,382 38.6 1,635 27.5 1,776 49.3 29,635 25.0 5,587 26.0 2,475 40.8 57,556 46.7
 Southeast Region 17,061 35.6 955 28.1 114 45.6 6,101 26.0 834 31.2 549 44.4 8,390 43.3
 Bladen 405 31.9 5 40.0 0 * 200 28.5 20 10.0 8 50.0 171 37.4
 Brunswick 850 30.6 10 10.0 0 * 177 25.4 27 25.9 23 26.1 608 33.1
 Charter Day School** 30 33.3 0 * 0 * 3 * 0 * 0 * 27 29.6
 Carteret 582 43.1 3 * 1 * 52 28.8 5 20.0 15 53.3 502 44.8
 Tiller School** 15 26.7 0 * 0 * 1 * 0 * 0 * 14 28.6
 Columbus 491 30.3 27 29.6 0 * 194 23.2 20 10.0 4 * 244 37.7
 Whiteville City 190 42.1 1 * 0 * 88 30.7 5 40.0 5 80.0 90 51.1
 Craven 1,054 33.9 13 23.1 13 23.1 348 24.4 45 37.8 21 38.1 608 39.3
 Cumberland 3,901 37.7 88 28.4 51 52.9 1,777 28.8 192 39.6 184 50.5 1,577 46.2
 Duplin 616 38.1 2 * 0 * 195 30.3 108 34.3 13 30.8 294 45.6
 Greene 227 23.3 1 * 0 * 106 17.9 25 20.0 7 14.3 87 31.0
 Jones 121 28.1 0 * 1 * 60 25.0 5 60.0 2 * 52 28.8
 Lenoir 783 32.1 2 * 1 * 410 21.5 29 24.1 9 66.7 331 45.0
 Children's Village Academy** 21 9.5 0 * 0 * 21 9.5 0 * 0 * 0 *
 New Hanover 1,607 39.9 10 10.0 16 50.0 493 19.9 19 21.1 58 44.8 1,003 50.0
 Cape Fear Center** 35 45.7 0 * 0 * 7 14.3 0 * 0 * 28 53.6
 Onslow 1,571 37.6 17 17.6 19 36.8 347 33.4 65 33.8 108 35.2 989 40.2
 Pamlico 105 33.3 3 * 0 * 32 25.0 0 * 5 40.0 65 35.4
 Arapahoe Charter** 39 51.3 1 * 0 * 2 * 0 * 0 * 36 55.6
 Pender 512 40.0 1 * 0 * 160 25.0 25 40.0 9 55.6 316 47.2
 Robeson 1,705 29.6 754 28.0 2 * 543 22.8 58 29.3 26 50.0 313 42.8
 Sampson 595 27.7 9 33.3 0 * 183 25.1 96 25.0 6 33.3 299 30.1
 Clinton City 198 35.9 7 71.4 0 * 99 27.3 14 14.3 1 * 74 48.6
 Wayne 1,408 38.6 1 * 10 60.0 603 25.9 76 28.9 45 48.9 662 50.2

  Notes:   *Data not reported where number tested is fewer than five. The ethnic categories may not sum to total number tested and total number passing because ethnic category may not have been coded on some student answer sheets.
             **Denotes a charter school. For reporting purposes the charter school name has been abbreviated; the complete name can be found in the Appendix.
                 Prepared by the NCDPI Division of Accountability Services/North Carolina Testing Program.
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Table 13a. North Carolina Testing Program
Annual Writing Assessment, 2002-03 Pilot,

Grade 4, by LEA and Ethnicity,

Hispanic Multi-Racial WhiteTotal American Indian Asian Black
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 Number 
Tested 

Percent At 
or Above 
Level III

 Number 
Tested 

Percent At 
or Above 
Level III

 Number 
Tested 

Percent At 
or Above 
Level III

 Number 
Tested 

Percent At 
or Above 
Level III

 Number 
Tested 

Percent At 
or Above 
Level III

 Number 
Tested 

Percent At 
or Above 
Level III

 Number 
Tested 

Percent At 
or Above 
Level III

 State 99,382 38.6 50,457 33.3 48,769 44.0 47,893 46.0 47,777 31.8 2,900 26.9 873 17.6
 Southeast Region 17,061 35.6 8,598 30.3 8,435 41.1 2,770 50.0 14,061 33.0 170 17.6 182 23.1
 Bladen 405 31.9 208 24.5 197 39.6 0 * 400 32.0 0 * 0 *
 Brunswick 850 30.6 431 24.1 416 37.3 95 41.1 724 29.6 30 20.0 6 33.3
 Charter Day School** 30 33.3 13 38.5 17 29.4 0 * 0 * 30 33.3 0 *
 Carteret 582 43.1 330 38.2 249 49.8 84 56.0 495 41.2 3 * 0 *
 Tiller School** 15 26.7 8 0.0 7 57.1 13 23.1 0 * 0 * 0 *
 Columbus 491 30.3 258 25.6 232 35.8 3 * 485 30.5 0 * 28 10.7
 Whiteville City 190 42.1 97 38.1 93 46.2 1 * 189 42.3 0 * 5 20.0
 Craven 1,054 33.9 549 28.8 505 39.4 204 49.5 848 30.0 0 * 0 *
 Cumberland 3,901 37.7 1,919 32.6 1,980 42.7 638 54.4 3,248 34.5 0 * 0 *
 Duplin 616 38.1 314 33.1 300 43.7 0 * 613 38.2 1 * 75 32.0
 Greene 227 23.3 116 20.7 111 26.1 1 * 223 23.3 0 * 3 *
 Jones 121 28.1 59 25.4 62 30.6 1 * 120 28.3 0 * 0 *
 Lenoir 783 32.1 393 23.7 387 40.8 84 41.7 696 31.0 0 * 31 16.1
 Children's Village Academy** 21 9.5 11 9.1 10 10.0 0 * 21 9.5 0 * 0 *
 New Hanover 1,607 39.9 809 33.9 796 45.9 481 52.0 1,122 34.5 0 * 0 *
 Cape Fear Center** 35 45.7 17 41.2 18 50.0 35 45.7 0 * 0 * 0 *
 Onslow 1,571 37.6 779 31.6 788 43.8 642 44.4 837 35.0 88 13.6 2 *
 Pamlico 105 33.3 55 34.5 50 32.0 1 * 104 33.7 0 * 0 *
 Arapahoe Charter** 39 51.3 15 33.3 24 62.5 39 51.3 0 * 0 * 0 *
 Pender 512 40.0 259 35.5 251 45.0 58 62.1 451 36.8 0 * 10 30.0
 Robeson 1,705 29.6 837 26.0 865 32.9 95 48.4 1,603 28.4 0 * 4 *
 Sampson 595 27.7 303 26.1 290 29.3 0 * 592 27.9 0 * 18 11.1
 Clinton City 198 35.9 96 30.2 102 41.2 0 * 198 35.9 0 * 0 *
 Wayne 1,408 38.6 722 30.9 685 46.7 295 54.6 1,092 34.7 18 11.1 0 *

  Notes:  *Data not reported where number tested is fewer than five. The gender, Title I, and Migrant categories may not sum to total number tested and total number passing because these categories may not have been coded on some student answer sheets.
            **Denotes a charter school. For reporting purposes the charter school name has been abbreviated; the complete name can be found in the Appendix.
                Prepared by the NCDPI Division of Accountability Services/North Carolina Testing Program.
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Number 
Tested

Percent At 
or Above 
Level III

Number 
Tested

Percent At 
or Above 
Level III

Number 
Tested

Percent At 
or Above 
Level III

Number 
Tested

Percent At 
or Above 
Level III

Number 
Tested

Percent At 
or Above 
Level III

Number 
Tested

Percent At 
or Above 
Level III

Number 
Tested

Percent At 
or Above 
Level III

 State 99,382 38.6 1,635 27.5 1,776 49.3 29,635 25.0 5,587 26.0 2,475 40.8 57,556 46.7
 Central Region 31,123 40.0 207 29.0 742 55.0 10,580 26.2 2,044 24.5 832 43.4 16,444 50.1
 Alamance-Burlington 1,499 43.2 7 42.9 24 45.8 369 28.5 169 23.7 26 50.0 897 52.7
 River Mill Academy** 21 57.1 0 * 0 * 2 * 2 * 0 * 17 58.8
 Clover Garden** 36 41.7 0 * 0 * 0 * 0 * 0 * 36 41.7
 Caswell 248 39.1 0 * 0 * 107 34.6 9 33.3 4 * 127 43.3
 Chatham 477 39.8 2 * 3 * 91 27.5 76 15.8 16 18.8 284 51.4
 Chatham Charter** 21 57.1 0 * 0 * 3 * 2 * 2 * 14 57.1
 Woods Charter** 9 55.6 0 * 0 * 0 * 0 * 0 * 9 55.6
 Durham 2,323 38.4 11 45.5 45 64.4 1,379 30.2 175 23.4 62 61.3 622 56.6
 Maureen Joy** 25 24.0 0 * 0 * 24 20.8 0 * 0 * 1 *
 Healthy Start** 25 12.0 0 * 0 * 24 8.3 0 * 1 * 0 *
 Carter Community** 18 5.6 1 * 0 * 16 0.0 0 * 0 * 0 *
 Research Triangle** 62 35.5 1 * 1 * 39 35.9 0 * 0 * 20 30.0
 Omuteko Gwamaziima** 5 60.0 0 * 0 * 5 60.0 0 * 0 * 0 *
 Ann Atwater** 8 25.0 1 * 0 * 5 0.0 0 * 0 * 2 *
 Franklin 595 28.2 3 * 1 * 229 17.0 33 15.2 9 44.4 315 37.1
 A Child's Garden** 16 25.0 1 * 0 * 1 * 0 * 1 * 13 23.1
 Granville 632 28.2 3 * 1 * 244 22.5 32 9.4 12 8.3 338 34.9
 Guilford 4,917 38.7 46 13.0 218 37.2 2,098 26.6 217 19.4 180 46.1 2,134 52.5
 Greensboro Academy** 80 62.5 0 * 0 * 9 55.6 1 * 0 * 68 64.7
 Guilford Charter** 43 48.8 0 * 0 * 35 45.7 0 * 0 * 7 71.4
 Phoenix Academy** 25 48.0 0 * 0 * 6 16.7 0 * 1 * 18 55.6
 Harnett 1,251 34.6 16 31.3 5 60.0 375 25.1 118 27.1 36 25.0 691 41.5
 Johnston 1,784 36.9 13 38.5 9 55.6 352 25.0 179 25.7 43 48.8 1,176 41.8
 Lee 694 31.7 7 14.3 3 * 159 16.4 145 20.7 16 31.3 362 43.1
 Nash-Rocky Mount 1,364 35.6 4 * 18 16.7 722 26.6 57 29.8 14 42.9 541 48.8
 Rocky Mount Prep Sch** 93 35.5 2 * 0 * 69 30.4 0 * 2 * 20 40.0
 Orange 461 42.1 2 * 3 * 97 24.7 18 44.4 11 54.5 326 46.3
 Orange Charter** 19 47.4 0 * 0 * 3 * 0 * 1 * 15 53.3
 Chapel Hill-Carrboro City 721 64.4 1 * 60 76.7 120 34.2 50 44.0 35 65.7 442 72.4
 Chapel Hill Free School** 6 50.0 0 * 0 * 4 * 0 * 0 * 2 *
 Person 473 40.6 4 * 1 * 172 28.5 9 33.3 18 33.3 267 49.1
 Bethel Hill** 34 35.3 1 * 1 * 7 0.0 0 * 0 * 25 44.0
 Randolph 1,372 36.7 8 50.0 12 33.3 56 26.8 101 24.8 21 14.3 1,169 38.7
 Asheboro City 326 33.7 2 * 11 63.6 48 29.2 71 21.1 13 38.5 180 38.3
 Rockingham 1,174 31.7 5 60.0 6 66.7 310 22.3 48 22.9 27 29.6 773 35.8
 Vance 622 25.2 1 * 1 * 400 19.5 26 19.2 10 30.0 180 39.4
 Vance Charter** 35 45.7 0 * 0 * 5 40.0 0 * 0 * 30 46.7
 Wake 8,003 47.7 37 29.7 305 65.2 2,161 28.0 424 26.7 242 42.6 4,724 57.9
 Magellan** 65 87.7 0 * 4 * 4 * 1 * 2 * 54 90.7
 Sterling Montessori** 39 46.2 0 * 3 * 5 40.0 0 * 1 * 24 41.7
 Franklin Academy** 68 55.9 0 * 0 * 3 * 0 * 1 * 63 52.4
 East Wake Academy** 49 42.9 0 * 0 * 10 40.0 2 * 1 * 36 44.4
 SPARC Academy** 16 12.5 0 * 0 * 14 7.1 0 * 2 * 0 *
 Torchlight Academy** 9 22.2 0 * 0 * 9 22.2 0 * 0 * 0 *
 PreEminent** 61 11.5 1 * 1 * 52 7.7 1 * 2 * 2 *
 Quest Academy** 11 81.8 0 * 1 * 0 * 0 * 2 * 8 87.5
 Hope Elementary** 14 0.0 0 * 0 * 14 0.0 0 * 0 * 0 *
 Warren 239 18.4 12 50.0 0 * 182 16.5 1 * 6 0.0 36 19.4
 Haliwa-Saponi Tribal** 12 16.7 10 20.0 0 * 0 * 1 * 1 * 0 *
 Wilson 962 31.4 4 * 5 40.0 493 20.3 65 32.3 10 40.0 376 45.5
 S.B. Howard** 61 34.4 1 * 0 * 48 33.3 11 36.4 1 * 0 *

  Notes:   *Data not reported where number tested is fewer than five. The ethnic categories may not sum to total number tested and total number passing because ethnic category may not have been coded on some student answer sheets.
             **Denotes a charter school. For reporting purposes the charter school name has been abbreviated; the complete name can be found in the Appendix.
                 Prepared by the NCDPI Division of Accountability Services/North Carolina Testing Program.
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 Number 
Tested 

Percent At 
or Above 
Level III

 Number 
Tested 

Percent At 
or Above 
Level III

 Number 
Tested 

Percent At 
or Above 
Level III

 Number 
Tested 

Percent At 
or Above 
Level III

 Number 
Tested 

Percent At 
or Above 
Level III

 Number 
Tested 

Percent At 
or Above 
Level III

 Number 
Tested 

Percent At 
or Above 
Level III

 State 99,382 38.6 50,457 33.3 48,769 44.0 47,893 46.0 47,777 31.8 2,900 26.9 873 17.6
 Central Region 31,123 40.0 15,748 34.7 15,336 45.4 16,624 48.0 12,935 30.2 1,210 32.8 211 16.6
 Alamance-Burlington 1,499 43.2 747 39.4 749 47.1 740 53.8 755 32.8 0 * 23 13.0
 River Mill Academy** 21 57.1 13 46.2 8 75.0 20 60.0 0 * 1 * 0 *
 Clover Garden** 36 41.7 20 35.0 16 50.0 36 41.7 0 * 0 * 0 *
 Caswell 248 39.1 132 37.9 115 40.9 24 54.2 209 39.7 11 9.1 0 *
 Chatham 477 39.8 258 34.5 219 46.1 337 46.0 130 25.4 0 * 53 15.1
 Chatham Charter** 21 57.1 9 33.3 12 75.0 21 57.1 0 * 0 * 0 *
 Woods Charter** 9 55.6 3 * 6 50.0 9 55.6 0 * 0 * 0 *
 Durham 2,323 38.4 1,211 33.1 1,109 44.2 1,273 47.7 985 27.3 31 6.5 0 *
 Maureen Joy** 25 24.0 14 21.4 11 27.3 0 * 25 24.0 0 * 0 *
 Healthy Start** 25 12.0 14 7.1 11 18.2 0 * 25 12.0 0 * 0 *
 Carter Community** 18 5.6 12 0.0 6 16.7 8 12.5 0 * 10 0.0 0 *
 Research Triangle** 62 35.5 32 28.1 30 43.3 62 35.5 0 * 0 * 0 *
 Omuteko Gwamaziima** 5 60.0 1 * 4 * 0 * 0 * 5 60.0 0 *
 Ann Atwater** 8 25.0 3 * 5 20.0 8 25.0 0 * 0 * 0 *
 Franklin 595 28.2 303 23.4 291 33.3 88 38.6 412 22.6 94 43.6 2 *
 A Child's Garden** 16 25.0 10 30.0 6 16.7 16 25.0 0 * 0 * 0 *
 Granville 632 28.2 299 26.1 333 30.0 223 35.4 404 24.3 0 * 5 0.0
 Guilford 4,917 38.7 2,470 33.7 2,438 43.8 2,051 51.0 2,852 29.8 0 * 0 *
 Greensboro Academy** 80 62.5 43 46.5 37 81.1 79 62.0 0 * 0 * 0 *
 Guilford Charter** 43 48.8 19 31.6 23 65.2 0 * 0 * 43 48.8 0 *
 Phoenix Academy** 25 48.0 14 50.0 11 45.5 0 * 25 48.0 0 * 0 *
 Harnett 1,251 34.6 655 28.2 596 41.6 93 54.8 1,133 33.5 20 0.0 45 22.2
 Johnston 1,784 36.9 883 30.8 899 43.0 871 39.5 904 34.7 8 12.5 23 21.7
 Lee 694 31.7 353 26.1 340 37.4 107 43.0 587 29.6 0 * 22 22.7
 Nash-Rocky Mount 1,364 35.6 690 32.2 673 39.1 54 27.8 1,282 35.6 0 * 6 16.7
 Rocky Mount Prep Sch** 93 35.5 44 25.0 49 44.9 39 35.9 0 * 53 35.8 0 *
 Orange 461 42.1 243 32.9 218 52.3 385 46.2 0 * 63 14.3 3 *
 Orange Charter** 19 47.4 11 27.3 8 75.0 19 47.4 0 * 0 * 0 *
 Chapel Hill-Carrboro City 721 64.4 372 59.7 347 69.5 719 64.4 0 * 2 * 0 *
 Chapel Hill Free School** 6 50.0 0 * 6 50.0 6 50.0 0 * 0 * 0 *
 Person 473 40.6 225 32.0 248 48.4 212 55.7 258 28.7 0 * 0 *
 Bethel Hill** 34 35.3 16 25.0 18 44.4 34 35.3 0 * 0 * 0 *
 Randolph 1,372 36.7 697 30.8 674 42.7 1,015 41.1 0 * 344 24.4 18 5.6
 Asheboro City 326 33.7 171 31.0 155 36.8 0 * 254 29.9 72 47.2 0 *
 Rockingham 1,174 31.7 613 26.1 561 37.8 319 40.4 846 28.3 2 * 11 9.1
 Vance 622 25.2 306 19.6 315 30.8 96 27.1 525 24.8 0 * 0 *
 Vance Charter** 35 45.7 13 46.2 22 45.5 35 45.7 0 * 0 * 0 *
 Wake 8,003 47.7 4,040 42.7 3,953 52.8 7,227 48.4 154 24.7 424 41.7 0 *
 Magellan** 65 87.7 28 89.3 37 86.5 65 87.7 0 * 0 * 0 *
 Sterling Montessori** 39 46.2 20 35.0 19 57.9 36 47.2 0 * 3 * 0 *
 Franklin Academy** 68 55.9 32 43.8 36 66.7 67 55.2 0 * 0 * 0 *
 East Wake Academy** 49 42.9 23 30.4 26 53.8 47 44.7 0 * 0 * 0 *
 SPARC Academy** 16 12.5 6 16.7 10 10.0 16 12.5 0 * 0 * 0 *
  Notes:  *Data not reported where number tested is fewer than five. The gender, Title I, and Migrant categories may not sum to total number tested and total number passing because these categories may not have been coded on some student answer sheets.9 22.2 5 20.0 4 * 0 * 9 22.2 0 * 0 *
 PreEminent** 61 11.5 27 3.7 33 18.2 61 11.5 0 * 0 * 0 *
 Quest Academy** 11 81.8 5 80.0 6 83.3 11 81.8 0 * 0 * 0 *
 Hope Elementary** 14 0.0 7 0.0 7 0.0 0 * 0 * 14 0.0 0 *
 Warren 239 18.4 122 18.9 117 17.9 0 * 238 18.5 0 * 0 *
 Haliwa-Saponi Tribal** 12 16.7 7 14.3 5 20.0 0 * 2 * 10 20.0 0 *
 Wilson 962 31.4 482 24.3 478 38.5 94 39.4 861 30.7 0 * 0 *
 S.B. Howard** 61 34.4 25 24.0 36 41.7 1 * 60 35.0 0 * 0 *
  Notes:  *Data not reported where number tested is fewer than five. The gender, Title I, and Migrant categories may not sum to total number tested and total number passing because these categories may not have been coded on some student answer sheets.
            **Denotes a charter school. For reporting purposes the charter school name has been abbreviated; the complete name can be found in the Appendix.
                Prepared by the NCDPI Division of Accountability Services/North Carolina Testing Program.
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         North Carolina 2002-03 Report of Student Performance in Writing 
         Grade 7 

Results of the 
Writing 
Assessment 
at Grade 7 

Students in the seventh grade were asked to write an "argumentative" problem-solution 
response to the following prompt: 
 
Your local government has awarded your school $500,000 to spend on school 
improvements. Your principal is concerned about how to use this money in a way 
that will benefit the most students. 
 
Write a letter to your principal on how to best use this money for your school. 
 
Contracted readers scored 103,074 public school responses for grade 7 after the 2002-
03 pilot test.  The scores show that 40.9 percent of the seventh graders wrote well 
enough to score at or above Level III.  This represents a decrease of 22.0 percentage 
points from the 62.9 percent who achieved this level in 2001-02 when the previous 
scoring model was used (the performance standards – achievement level cut points 
were reestablished and adopted by the State Board at the October 2003 meeting).  Less 
than one percent of the seventh graders in the 2002-03 pilot test received the highest 
scores in Level IV and 12.5 percent received the lowest scores in Level I.  In 2002-03, 
less than one percent (0.2) of the papers had problems which made them non-scorable.  
Non-scorable papers receive Achievement Level I rankings and are included in the state 
results as Level I scores. 
 
The average weighted content score for seventh graders taking the pilot test in 2002-03 
was 8.3 on a scale of four to sixteen. The average conventions score was 2.5 on a scale 
of zero to four.  The average Total Writing Score was 10.8 of a possible 20. 
 

Performance of 
Subgroups 
at Grade 7 

Gender 
Approximately 49.4 percent of the female students scored at or above Level compared 
to 32.9 percent for male students. 
 
Ethnicity 
About 51.4 percent of Asian students scored at or above Level III compared to 49.9 
percent of the White students, 41.0 percent of Multi-Racial students, 25.5 percent of 
Black students, 24.8 percent of Hispanic students, and 23.5 percent of American Indian 
students. 

 

                          There were 103,290 seventh grade public and nonpublic school student responses  
  scored by two independent readers.  The inter-rater reliability rates (agreement rates) of  

   the readers are shown below in Table 15. The 70 percent criterion rate for perfect  
  agreement required by the State Board of Education was exceeded and the resolutions 
  required were few.                                                                                           

Table 15 
Seventh Grade Reader Agreement Statistics 

Total Public  and Private Perfect Agreement Adjacent Agreement Resolution Required 
School Papers Percent Percent Percent 

Content          103,290 78.9 21.0 0.0 
Conventions   103,290 75.7 24.2 0.0 

 



Report of  Student Performance in Writing, Grades 4, 7, and 10, 2002-03 Pilot

Notes: 1The bold vertical line between years indicates that the writing standard, scale, and scoring model changed effective with the 2002-03 school year.
             The data from 2002-03 are reported from the pilot test administration.
             Prepared by the NCDPI Division of Accountability Services/North Carolina Testing Program.
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Percent of Students Scoring At or Above Level III,
Grade 7

Figure 4.  North Carolina Testing Program
Annual Writing Assessment, 1995-96 to 2002-03,
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Notes: 1The bold vertical line between years indicates that the writing standard, scale, and scoring model changed effective with the 2002-03 school year.
             The data from 2002-03 are reported from the pilot test administration.
             Prepared by the NCDPI Division of Accountability Services/North Carolina Testing Program.
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Figure 5. North Carolina Testing Program
Annual Writing Assessment, 1995-96 to 2002-03,
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