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CONFERENCE GREETINGS
Dear Conference Participants:

On behalf of the State Board of Education and the North Carolina Department of Public Instruction (NCDPI),  
I am pleased to welcome you to the fourth annual Collaborative Conference for Student Achievement 
(CCSA) . I applaud your decision to attend this year’s conference and continue our momentum toward 
facilitating, expediting and implementing key education initiatives across our state by taking advantage 
of all the information and expertise that has been assembled today . Collaboration among all educational 
stakeholders is an essential component of our work as we maintain deliberate and strategic progress toward 
the incredible opportunity we have to educate our students on a daily basis – all 1 .5 million of them!

As a flight attendant instructs us to administer oxygen to ourselves before attempting to help others, 
so we must sharpen our own skillset and make fresh deposits into our knowledge bank before we can 
attempt to educate our students in a manner that will best enable them to exist, contribute and compete 
in a global economy . Technology has enabled us to compete globally while eliminating unproductive 
downtime . Our students need to be educationally and mentally prepared for a competition that executes 
every minute of every day . That is a tall order! The required persistence to pursue our goals can only be 
fueled by personal commitment and passion . Your attendance at this fourth annual CCSA Conference is 
evidence of your commitment to the education of our greatest treasure as a nation – our students – and 
our efforts toward a perpetually progressive educational system .

Some recent accomplishments which are indicative of our progress include:
 •  Professional development and diagnostic assessments for teachers, which assist in the transition to 

College and Career-Ready Standards
 •  Supporting great teachers and school leaders by maintaining a statewide growth model for tested 

subjects and online evaluation across all districts
 •  Training teachers and principals through Teacher Corps program and Leadership Academies
 •  Recent data from low-performing schools indicates significant improvement 
 •  Better data systems and shared services via the NC Education Cloud and the refinement of Home Base
 •  Demonstrated dedication to building a world-class workforce through innovative STEM education .

With regard to the Race to the Top Initiative, North Carolina has been clearly identified as a frontrunner 
and a trailblazer by the U .S . Department of Education . We must remain consistent and persistent as we 
develop and implement model programs that will transform our classrooms across the state into 21st 
Century Learning incubators, replete with results that will make other states take notice and follow our 
lead . We must move forward in reaching our goals of attaining:
 •  100% Graduation Rate
 • Increased Attainment of Industry-based Credentials
 •  90% of Graduates Remediation Free
 •  International Leader in Reading and Mathematics Achievement

Enjoy your time at this conference by renewing your relationships, ramping up your repertoire of resources 
and making the connections that are so vital to attaining the vision that we have for our students . We 
should remain ambitious and steadfast in developing a coherent and flexible system of educational 
standards that will render both public and individual benefits while recognizing the importance of diversity 
and equal opportunity for all .

  

Sincerely,

 June St . Clair Atkinson 
State Superintendent 
North Carolina Department of Public Instruction
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CONFERENCE GREETINGS
Dear Conference Participants:

Welcome to the annual Collaborative Conference for Student Achievement, designed to build upon 
the legacy of the Raising Achievement and Closing Gaps Conference . The Collaborative Conference, 
supported by all divisions in Academic Services, focuses not only on student achievement, but also on 
teacher effectiveness, support to low performing schools, standards and assessments, and the use of 
data and technology to improve instruction and outcomes for all students . All of these areas of focus 
are emphasized in the READY initiative for remodeling public education in North Carolina .

State Superintendent June Atkinson and staff at the Department of Public Instruction are committed 
to lead significant change in the educational delivery system, that will ensure North Carolina students 
have the knowledge and skills to be career and college ready . The Tar Heel state’s economic engine 
will be fueled by a creative, innovative, and world class work force . The goal is to have a great teacher 
for every classroom and a great principal leading every school . Building a better teaching force will 
require all of our educators to improve their craft through meaningful professional development and 
using new technologies through Home Base – North Carolina’s student information/instructional 
improvement system .

Expectations for students, teachers, principals, and schools are higher than ever before . For the  
past year, Department staff and local education agencies have been extremely engaged in enhanced 
understanding of the NC Standard Course of Study . During the 2013-2014 School Year, students are 
being held to high expectations through rigorous state assessments; CTE and core teachers in  
grades K-12 are being evaluated using student growth as a separate measure; and schools are being 
held accountable with new school performance measures – the General Assembly’s A-F Grading 
System . Additionally, schools are being held accountable under federal regulations that continue 
to require public reporting of all subgroups within schools, with a particular focus on the closing of 
achievement gaps .

In North Carolina we are laser-focused on transforming classrooms, as evidenced by our conference 
theme, Engaging North Carolina in Transforming 21st Century Teaching and Learning . Our conference 
is a place where provocative presentations and critical conversations can inspire new ideas to continue 
our goal to make public schools the best choice for North Carolina families . We hope you will take 
advantage of this professional learning community – we are delighted to be here with you to learn 
from each other .

Best regards,

 Rebecca B . Garland 
Chief Academic Officer 
North Carolina Department of Public Instruction
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GENERAL INFORMATION
SESSIONS
Each participant has been issued an official 
registration badge which serves as your entrance 
ticket to all sessions and meals . For security 
purposes, this badge should be worn at all times . 

The opening session and luncheons on Tuesday and 
Wednesday will be held in Guilford Ballrooms A, B, 
and C . Concurrent sessions will be held in various 
rooms throughout the Koury Convention Center and 
the Sheraton Greensboro Four Seasons . Consult your 
program book for specific locations of sessions .

SPECIAL SERVICES
If you have requested a special meal, please be 
sure to notify your server . Elevator access is posted 
on the map at the back of this program book . If 
assistance is needed please notify hotel staff or the 
conference registration booth . 

FOCUS SESSIONS 
Focus sessions highlight a myriad of in-depth, 
thought-provoking discussions and interactive 
presentations on education theory and practices . 
These pre-conference sessions are included in your 
conference registration . Focus sessions are held 
from 8:30 am-11:30 am and from 1:00 pm-4:00 pm 
prior to the opening session in various locations 
throughout the Koury Convention Center . Consult 
your program book for specific locations .

CONFERENCE SURVEY
Participants will receive an email directing them to 
complete an online survey a few weeks after the 
conference . At that point, participants should have 
had time to reflect on and possibly practice some of 
the ideas obtained at the conference . Please complete 
the survey . The data collected will help determine the 
effectiveness of the conference and provide insight 
into how to prepare for upcoming conferences . 
Certificates of attendance will be available to print at 
the completion of the online conference survey .

EVALUATIONS
In an effort to provide an engaging and relevant 
professional development event, please provide 
feedback by completing an evaluation of each 
session you attend . Help us to “go green” by 
visiting http://goo .gl/IfHUXm or scanning the QR 
code found throughout the program booklet . As 
an alternative, evaluation forms will be provided at 
each session and will be collected by the session 
facilitator as you exit .  You input is greatly valued!

AUDIO-VISUAL EQUIPMENT

We regret that on-site requests for audio-visual 
equipment cannot be honored . Any presenter who 
has previously requested equipment and needs 
assistance should call extension 5167 . Equipment set 
up by the hotel may not be removed from the rooms .

RENEWAL CREDIT
Participants are responsible for obtaining prior 
approval from their school/school system for 
attending the conference . Participants who attend 
the entire conference will receive a Certificate of 
Attendance for 15 contact hours . This certificate 
should be presented to your local staff development 
coordinator for awarding credit . Certificates 
of Attendance will be available to print at the 
completion of the online conference survey .

SEATING CAPACITIES
The seating capacity of each concurrent session 
will vary depending on the room arrangement 
and size . We ask your cooperation in abiding by 
these capacities to ensure participants’ safety 
and compliance with fire codes . If the session is 
filled, please attend an alternate session . Several 
workshops are scheduled at each time slot to 
accommodate all conference participants .

COURTESY
Participants are asked to remain seated until the 
session concludes . Concurrent sessions are  
90 minutes in length, and focus sessions are three 
hours in length to allow ample opportunity for 
questions and discussion . To avoid distracting 
speakers and other participants, please turn cell 
phones and laptops to mute during the sessions .

ADDITIONAL HANDOUTS
Any presenter who has extra handouts from 
sessions is asked to place them on the table in the 
registration area . Participants are invited to pick up 
any handouts placed on the table .

CYBER CAFE
Participants have access to computers and  
wireless internet in the onsite registration area  
(3rd floor - Colony) . Hours of operation are as 
follows:  Monday and Tuesday 8:00 am-5:00 pm  
and Wednesday 8:00 am-2:00 pm .
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CONFERENCE GOALS & GUIDING PRINCIPLES

CONFERENCE GOALS

The fourth annual Collaborative Conference for Student Achievement (CCSA) reflects the Agency’s 
efforts to accommodate some of the economic challenges experienced by schools and communities 
by providing a multi-faceted professional development opportunity for educators and education 
stakeholders . This conference is designed to consolidate several conferences into one by merging the 
Accountability, Safe Schools, and Raising Achievement and Closing Gaps conferences . 

The 2014 Collaborative Conference for Student Achievement  will emphasize five goals:

 •  Supporting 21st Century professionals to create a culture of high expectations .

 •  Supporting academic growth for all students .

 •  Engaging community stakeholders in transforming education in North Carolina to prepare 
globally-competitive students for the 21st Century .

 •  Gaining a comprehensive understanding of assessments and accountability from local and  
national perspectives .

 •  Developing healthy and responsible citizens .

 

GUIDING PRINCIPLES

Schools are encouraged to consider these guiding principles to plan initiatives and to meet the needs 
of all students .

 •  Involve a wide range of constituencies as equal decision-making partners .

 •   Monitor the academic progress of each student and each subgroup in the school as well as the 
progress of the school as a whole .

 •  Make data-driven and/or research-based decisions .

 •  Use a systemic approach to plan, implement, monitor, and modify programs and strategies .

 •  Develop a collaborative mission, belief system, and vision .

 •  Allocate/reallocate resources (people, money, materials, time, and facilities) needed to cause change .

 •  Schedule adequate time for educators to meet and successfully complete tasks . Include parents 
in conversations and tasks .

 •  Provide an opportunity for all constituencies to have input in decision-making .

 •  Encourage, recognize, and verify participants, groups, and individuals .

 •  Provide a free flow of information to all stakeholders in the school and community .

 •  Empower administrators to provide quality leadership for collaborative reform .

 •  Develop skilled leadership teams to guide the improvement process .
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Opening Session, March 3, 2014, 5:00 pm – 6:30 pm

Dan Heath –  Author, Made to Stick: Why Some Ideas Survive and Others Die

Teaching that Sticks

Dan Heath is a Senior Fellow at Duke University’s CASE center, which supports social 
entrepreneurs . He is the co-author of Decisive: How to Make Better Choices in Life and 
Work, as well as two previous New York Times bestsellers, Switch and Made to Stick . 
Amazon .com’s editors named Switch one of the Best Nonfiction Books of the Year, and 

it spent 47 weeks on the New York Times Bestseller list . Made to Stick was named the Best Business Book 
of the Year and spent 24 months on the BusinessWeek bestseller list . Both books have been translated 
into over 25 languages .

Previously, Dan worked as a researcher and case writer for Harvard Business School . In 1997, Dan  
co-founded an innovative publishing company called Thinkwell, which continues to produce a radically 
reinvented line of college textbooks .

Dan has an MBA from Harvard Business School and a BA from the Plan II Honors Program from the 
University of Texas at Austin . Two proud (sort of) moments for Dan are his stint driving a promotional 
car called the “Brainmobile” across the country and his victory in the 2005 New Yorker Cartoon Caption 
Contest, beating out 13,000 other entrants . He lives in Raleigh, NC . 

General Session and Luncheon, March 4, 2014, 12:00 pm – 2:00 pm

Ken O’Connor –  Author, Fifteen Fixes for Broken Grades:  A Repair Kit

A Way Ahead in Grading

Ken O’Connor, a .k .a . The Grade Doctor, is an independent consultant who specializes 
in issues related to the communication of student achievement, especially grading and 
reporting . Through books and articles, presentations and working with small groups 
Ken helps individuals, schools and school districts to improve communication about 
student achievement .

In 1995 Ken developed eight guidelines for grading, and he has continued to refine those guidelines . In 
2007 the same ideas were organized into fifteen fixes for broken grades . He has also designed eleven 
guidelines for standards-based reporting . He is now generally acknowledged to be one of a small group 
of leading experts on how to grade and report effectively .

KEYNOTE SPEAKERS
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KEYNOTE SPEAKERS

General Session and Luncheon, March 5, 2014, 12:00 pm – 2:00 pm

Baruti Kafele –  Educator and Author, Closing the Attitude Gap:  How to  
Fire Up Students to Strive for Success

How to Fire Up Students to Succeed!

A “Hall of Fame” urban public school educator in New Jersey for over twenty  
years, Principal Baruti Kafele distinguished himself as a classroom teacher and as a 
school leader . As an elementary school teacher in East Orange, NJ, he was selected  
as the East Orange School District and Essex County Public Schools Teacher of 

the Year . As a middle and high school principal, he led the transformation of four different schools, 
including “The Mighty” Newark Tech, which went from a low-performing school in need of improvement 
to national acclaim, which included U.S. News and World Report Magazine recognizing it as one of 
America’s best high schools .

An internationally-renowned education speaker and consultant, Principal Kafele is one of the most 
sought-after speakers for transforming the attitudes of at-risk student populations in America .  
A versatile speaker, he regularly conducts conference keynote addresses, professional development 
workshops, parental engagement seminars and “hard-hitting, no-nonsense” male student empowerment 
assemblies . He works with hundreds of schools and districts to assist them with closing what he coined 
the “attitude gap” – the gap between those students who have the will to strive for academic excellence 
and those who do not .

A best-selling author, Principal Kafele is a leading authority on professional development strategies for 
creating a positive school climate and culture, transforming the attitudes of at-risk student populations, 
motivating Black males to excel in the classroom and school leadership development . In addition to 
writing several professional articles on these topics for popular education journals, he is the author of  
the best-selling books, Closing the Attitude Gap, Motivating Black Males to Achieve in School and in Life, 
A Handbook for Teachers of African American Children and A Black Parent’s Handbook to Educating Your 
Children (Outside of the Classroom) .

Principal Kafele is married to his wife Kimberley and is the father of their three children, Baruti, Jabari  
and Kibriya . He earned his B .S . degree in Management Science/Marketing from Kean University and 
his M .A . degree in Educational Administration from New Jersey City University . He is the recipient of 
over one hundred educational, professional and community awards which include the National Alliance 
of Black School Educators Hall of Fame Award, the Milken National Educator Award, the New Jersey 
Education Association Award of Excellence and the City of Dickinson, Texas proclaiming February 8, 1998 
as Baruti Kafele Day .
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MONDAY 
3/3/14

Evaluate each session you attend at 
http://goo.gl/IfHUXm or scan the QR code. 
 
Thank you for your feedback.
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Monday Highlights
OPENING SESSION

Teaching that Sticks 

Dan Heath  |   Author, Made to Stick: Why Some Ideas Survive and Others Die
5:00 pm – 6:30 pm in GUILFORD BALLROOMS  (See page 6 for more information .)
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MONDAY AT-A-GLANCE

Registration

 Location: 3rd Floor Prefunction Area   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .8:00 am – 5:00 pm
 
 
Exhibitor Showcase

 Location: 3rd Floor Prefunction Area   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .8:00 am – 5:00 pm

 Dedicated Exhibitor Showcase 8:00 am – 8:30 am 
    11:30 am – 1:00 pm
    4:00 pm – 5:00 pm
 
 
Focus Sessions 

 Location: Various (Descriptions on pages 12-14)   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 8:30 am – 11:30 am
    1:00 pm – 4:00 pm

 
 

––––––––––  LUNCH (ON YOUR OWN)  –––––––––– 

 
Opening Session

 Location: Guilford Ballrooms A, B, and C  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .5:00 pm – 6:30 pm 
 
 Opening Comments  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .June St . Clair Atkinson
    State Superintendent, NCDPI
 
 Greetings  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Rebecca Garland
    Chief Academic Officer, NCDPI 
 
 Global Education Leaders’ Program  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Charle LaMonica
    Executive Director, World View, UNC Chapel Hill
 
 Student Showcase   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Sheetrock Drummers 
    Peterson Elementary School, Robeson County Schools
 
 Introduction of Speaker  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .June St . Clair Atkinson  
  
 Featured Speaker   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Dan Heath*
     Author, Made to Stick: Why Some Ideas Survive and Others Die
  
 Announcements  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Debora Williams
    Special Assistant for Graduation and Dropout Prevention Initiatives, NCDPI 
 
 Closing Comments  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . June Atkinson

 
Reception 

 Location: Guilford Ballrooms D, E, F, and G  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .6:30 pm – 8:00 pm 
  Conference participants and special guests are invited for refreshments,  

entertainment, interaction, discussion, and networking .

* Biography of featured speaker can be found on page 6. 
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4 . Deepening Comprehension through Conversation

This session will demonstrate several strategies for 
encouraging students to notice the significant moments 
in texts and to talk with one another about the texts 
they’ve read, extending their understanding of the text, 
themselves, and their classmates in the process .

 Presenters:   
Bob Probst & Kylene Beers 
Co-authors 
When Kids Can’t Read and What 
Teachers Can Do: A Guide for 
Teachers 6-12

 Location:  GRANDOVER EAST

5 . Meeting Standards with Intellectual Integrity, K-12

Research supports teaching for deeper conceptual 
understanding and transfer . How can concept-based 
curriculum design help move this research into practice? 
Participants will learn WHAT concept-based curriculum is, 
WHY curriculum change is necessary, and HOW concept-
based curriculum helps ensure students are prepared to 
meet higher standards in school and beyond .

Presenter:  Lois Lanning 
Education Consultant 
Connecticut 
lanninglois59@gmail.com

Location:  GRANDOVER WEST 

 
6 . Understanding Evaluation and Professional 
Development Components of Home Base

Participants will review how to complete self-
assessments, PDPs, observations, and summative 
evaluations . Workflows for completing PDPs and the 
observation/evaluation process using online and off-line 
tools will be covered . A Professional Development Course 
enrollment demonstration will be provided along with a 
discussion about suggestions for future professional 
development offerings .

Presenter:  Tad Piner 
NCDPI 
tad.piner@dpi.nc.gov

Location:  IMPERIAL D

1 . Supporting Powerful Teaching and Learning

Every child is entitled to achieving high academic 
outcomes . By requiring powerful teaching and learning, 
NC New Schools partner schools hold a set of common 
standards for high quality instructional practice . 
Participants will engage in some of these practices and 
discover ways to apply them to their own setting .

Presenter:  Fredrica Nash 
Instructional Coach  
North Carolina New Schools 
fnash@ncnewschools.org

Location:   ARROWHEAD

2 . What’s the Impact?:  More Effective  
Lesson Observation

This session is designed to “change the lenses”  
of administrators and teachers by engaging them in  
an active process of analyzing instruction by focusing  
on the impact of instruction . Participants will  
identify specific elements of effective lessons including 
student engagement, objectives, rigor, questioning,  
and pacing .

Presenter:  Susan Silver 
Instructional Review Coach Team Lead 
NCDPI 
susan.silver@dpi.nc.gov

Location:   AUGUSTA

 
3 . CTE Assignments that Impact Student Success

Transform your CTE assignments by developing 
enhanced CTE authentic, engaging and rigorous 
workplace projects! Participants will learn how to create 
rigorous CTE assignments embedded with college- and 
career-ready academic standards and 21st Century skills 
to increase students’ core academic achievement and 
prepare them for high demand and high wage careers .

Presenter:  Lois Barnes 
Education Consultant 
Southern Regional Education Board 
lois.barnes@sreb.org

Location:   BLUE ASHE

FOCUS SESSIONS Monday, March 3 
8:30 am – 11:30 am
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9 . Empowering Teachers through Data Literacy

Teachers must collect meaningful data in their classrooms 
and integrate it with test results provided by state and 
local agencies .  We introduce teachers to the basics 
of data literacy and invite them to participate in a new 
curriculum developed by NCCAT and DPI to become Data 
Literacy Trainers .

Presenter:  Paul Cancellieri 
Program Manager 
NC Center for the Advancement of Teaching 
paul.can@nccat.org

Location:  VICTORIA B

10 . Providing Internal Motivation to African  
American Males

This session will empower participants with motivational 
strategies that have proven to be effective when working 
with African American males from a low socio-economic 
environment . Strategies will include several multiple 
intelligences, intonation of voice, project based learning, 
connecting interest inventories to learning, mentoring and 
preparing boys to be citizenship, college, and career ready .

Presenter:  Carlton Ashby 
Consultant 
Edyoucarer’s Consultant 
edyoucarercarlton@gmail.com

Location:  VICTORIA C

7 . Relationships:  Bridge to Enhanced  
Student Achievement

In this session, the role that relationships play in student 
achievement will be explored . Participants in the session will 
a) recognize essential components of relationship building, 
b) examine a framework for strengthening relationships, and 
c) use a self-reflection tool to develop a plan to address 
participants’ needs in relationship development .

Presenter:  Mary Russell 
Consultant 
NCDPI 
mary.russell@dpi.nc.gov

Location:  PEBBLE BEACH

8 . It All Starts with the Core:  Building an  
RtI Framework

This session features districts that committed to RtI 
as a school improvement model, beginning with the 
provision of effective, high-quality core instruction for 
all students . Each district will describe its RtI journey 
beginning with changes to core instruction that assure 
every student receives high quality “first teaching .”

Presenter:  Amy Jablonski 
Consultant 
NCDPI 
amy.jablonski@dpi.nc.gov

Location:  TIDEWATER

Professional development programs provided by the K-12 Teachers Alliance guarantee superior quality, value and integrity.

K-12 Teachers Alliance    •    20624 Abbey Woods Court North    •    Frankfort, IL 60423    •    800.948.9806    •    www.k12teachertraining.com

  K-12 In-Service
Professional Development  
      for Teachers

 K-12 Teachers Alliance Featured Presenter:

Carlton S. Ashby, M.Ed.
Presentation Topics

•  CULTURALLY RESPONSIVE TEACHING • 21ST CENTURY SKILLS

• STUDENT / TEACHER MOTIVATION • BULLYING

• TEAM BUILDING  •`CLASSROOM/BEHAVIOR 
      MANAGEMENT 

 

Biography

Carlton	S.	Ashby	is	an	in-demand	expert	presenter	who	brings	over	30	years	of	
experience	as	a	successful	kindergarten	teacher.	Because	of	his	passion	for	teaching,	
Carlton chose to remain in the classroom as an elementary school teacher and his 
outstanding approach to classroom teaching has earned him wide recognition, 
including	Who’s	Who	among	America’s	Teachers	and	the	National	Honor	Roll’s	
Outstanding	American	Teachers.	

Carlton’s	philosophy	is	that	all	children	can	learn,	and	that	learning	occurs	when	
teachers believe in themselves, believe in children, and believe that they can make 
a difference in the lives they touch every day. Additionally, Carlton Ashby inspires 
“Edu-carers” worldwide to capitalize on the “power in you” to make a difference 
in	students’	lives	by	focusing	on	the	three	keys	to	student	success	relationships,	
relationships, relationships.

Academic & Professional Qualifications

•	Bachelor	of	Science	Degree	in	Early	Childhood	Education,	 
Hampton	University

•	Master’s	Degree	in	Elementary	Guidance	&	Counseling,	 
College	of	William	and	Mary

•	Developed	innovative	workshops	entitled:

	 -	 Internal	Motivation	in	Today’s	Youth

	 -	 Getting	Boys	to	Read	&	Loving	It

	 -	 No	Bullying	Aloud

	 -	 Writers	Workshop	for	At	Risk	Children

	 -	 The	Leader	in	Me!

	 -	 Achieving	AYP	Status	in	Your	School,	It	Can	Be	Done!!

•	Newport	News	Public	Schools-	Division-wide	Teacher	of	the	Year

•	Daily	Press	Newspaper	Teacher	of	the	Year

•	Star	of	Education	Award

•	Who’s	Who	Among	America’s	Teachers	(Multiple	Year	Honoree)

•	Who’s	Who	in	the	South	&	Southwest

•	Keynote	presenter	for	regional	and	national	conferences

FOCUS SESSIONS Monday, March 3 
8:30 am – 11:30 am
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14 . Using Care and Hope to Transform 21st Century 
Teaching and Learning

The intent of this session is to help educators examine 
how teachers’ demonstration of care in the classroom 
supports the transformation of the taught curriculum 
into a curriculum of achievement for all students . 
Session participants will examine three essential 
elements needed to propel academic success: 
pedagogy, care, and hope .

Presenter:  Geraldine Campbell Munn 
Education Consultant 
Munn and Associates 
geraldinemunn@gmail.com

Location:   GRANDOVER EAST

15 . Meeting Standards with Intellectual  
Integrity, K-12

Research supports teaching for deeper conceptual 
understanding and transfer . How can concept-based 
curriculum design help move this research into  
practice? Participants will learn WHAT concept-based 
curriculum is, WHY curriculum change is necessary,  
and HOW concept-based curriculum helps ensure 
students are prepared to meet higher standards in 
school and beyond .

Presenter:  Lois Lanning 
Education Consultant 
Connecticut 
lanninglois59@gmail.com

Location:   GRANDOVER WEST

 

16 . Overview Session: Home Base and What It  
Can Do for You

This session will illustrate how Home Base tools and 
resources can improve teaching and learning by looking 
at a “Day in the Life of a Teacher and Student .” Areas 
will include: instructional planning based on evaluation 
results, analyzing assessment results to differentiate 
instruction, and using collaboration to increase learning .

Presenter:  Sarah McManus 
Director 
NCDPI 
sarah.mcmanus@dpi.nc.gov

Location:   IMPERIAL D

 

11 . All You Want to Know about EVAAS 
But Are Afraid to Ask

This Q&A centered session will provide a foundational 
understanding for novice EVAAS users to ensure that 
all participants have a full grasp of: Status, proficiency 
vs . growth, how the predictions are determined, normal 
curve equivalents, why all students can show growth, 
and teacher reports .

Presenter:  Paul Marshall 
Education Consultant 
NCDPI 
paul.marshall@dpi.nc.gov

Location:  ARROWHEAD

 

12 .  Cracking the Reading Code with the  
Brain-In-Mind

Sneak ALL learners through the brain’s BACKDOOR for 
easy-access to the hardest and most critical reading and 
writing skills! Take away the “secrets” to hacking-into the 
brain’s hardwired system for learning with game-changing 
strategies and hands-on teaching tools that are guaranteed 
to become a staple of any K-3 teaching repertoire!

Presenter:  Katie Garner 
Education Consultant 
Stenhouse (author of prof. dev. book series); 
Harvard University’s Learning & the Brain 
Research Consortium; The Juilliard School 
C.L.I.M.B. Outreach 
katiegarner.juilliard@gmail.com

Location:  AUGUSTA

13 . Testing and Accountability:   
What You’ve Always Wanted to Know

What have you always wanted to know about testing 
and accountability? The Accountability Services Division 
has gathered the most frequently, and not so frequently, 
asked questions from educators across the state . Those 
questions, and others posed in the session, will be 

answered in an interactive format .

Presenter:  Tammy Howard 
Director 
NCDPI 
thowardunc@gmail.com

Location:  BLUE ASHE

FOCUS SESSIONS Monday, March 3 
1:00 pm – 4:00 pm
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19 . Sharing Innovative Practices

Come and hear from districts who have implemented 
programs that are transforming 21st Century teaching  
and learning across the state . Leaders from one  
LEA in each region will discuss challenges and  
successes in implementing innovative practices .  
Engage with districts of various sizes as they share  
their accomplishments .

Presenter:  Robin Smith 
Regional Lead 
NCDPI 
robin.smith@dpi.nc.gov

Location:  VICTORIA B

20 . Providing Internal Motivation to African  
American Males

This session will empower participants with motivational 
strategies that have proven to be effective when working 
with African American males from a low socio-economic 
environment . Strategies will include several multiple 
intelligences, intonation of voice, project based learning, 
connecting interest inventories to learning, mentoring 
and preparing boys to be citizenship, college, and  
career ready .

Presenter:  Carlton Ashby 
Consultant 
Edyoucarer’s Consultant 
edyoucarercarlton@gmail.com

Location:  VICTORIA C

FOCUS SESSIONS

17 . Leading in a Culture of Data-Driven Decisions

This interactive session is for leaders tasked with 
creating a data driven culture, while transforming 
data into knowledge . Presenters will outline several 
key strategic steps for leading an organization in a 
data-centric environment . Participants will use the 
information disseminated to develop a leadership plan 
framework for addressing key issues .

Presenter:  Gregory McKnight 
Education Consultant 
NCDPI 
gregory.mcknight@dpi.nc.gov

Location:   PEBBLE BEACH

18 . PBIS & RtI:  Using PBIS to Promote  
Academic Success

PBIS Coach and RtI Facilitator Kathryn Halsmer and 
Principal Shaneeka Moore-Lawrence discuss the 
components of the school-wide intervention systems, 
the Team Initiated Problem-Solving approach, and the 
braiding of PBIS and RtI together to promote academic 
success for Bethesda Elementary School .

Presenter:  Kathryn Halsmer 
Student Support Professional 
Durham 
kathryn.halsmer@dpsnc.net

Location:  TIDEWATER

Monday, March 3 
1:00 pm – 4:00 pm
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TUESDAY 
3/4/14

Evaluate each session you attend at 
http://goo.gl/IfHUXm or scan the QR code. 
 
Thank you for your feedback.
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Tuesday Highlights
GENERAL SESSION & LUNCHEON

A Way Ahead in Grading

Ken O’Connor  |   Author, Fifteen Fixes for Broken Grades:  A Repair Kit
12:00 pm – 2:00 pm in GUILFORD BALLROOMS  (See page 6 for more information .)

POSTER SESSIONS TOWN HALL MEETING ON 
GRADUATION AND DROPOUT 
PREVENTION
2:30 pm in IMPERIAL A/B

Intelligent Tutor Systems Differentiate  
Math Lessons

10:00 am in CEDAR B

This study investigated academic gains made by 
students who learned Algebra I via a blended program 
that integrated an online intelligent tutor system (ITS) 
with face-to-face instruction . Flow theory was used to 
explain students’ improved achievement . Analyses of 
data suggested that the ITS contributed to the closing 
of achievement gaps .

Presenter:   Karen Lucas 
Assistant Professor 
klucas13@catawba.edu

 
The A+ Schools Program in Local Context:   
Three Case Studies

10:00 am in OAK B

The A+ Schools Program is a nationally recognized, 
arts-based, whole school reform movement . 
Evaluation findings show that the A+ schools program 
is sustainable because it focuses on the process of 
reform and adapting to local needs and context .  
Three case studies highlight the unique adaptations  
of the A+ philosophy .

Presenter:   Brenda Whiteman 
Education Consultant 
NCDPI 
brenda.whiteman@dpi.nc.gov

Hours of Opportunity:  Impact of Out of School 
Time on Graduation and Dropout Prevention

Del Ruff 
Director, NC Center for Afterschool Programs

 
Rural Dropout Prevention Initiative

Amy Peterson, Researcher 
American Institutes for Research

 
Peer Group Connection

Melissa Blake Kimathi, NC Project Manager 
Center for Supportive Schools

 
Raising the Compulsory Attendance Age:  
Challenges and Opportunities

Debora Williams 
North Carolina Department of Public Instruction
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Registration and Information Desks 

 Location: 3rd Floor Prefunction Area  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 8:00 am –  5:00 pm

 
Exhibitor Showcase

 Location: 3rd Floor Prefunction Area   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 8:00 am –  4:00 pm
 Dedicated Exhibitor Showcase   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 9:30 am – 10:00 am
    11:30 am – 12:00 pm
     2:00 pm –  2:30 pm
     4:00 pm –  5:00 pm

 
Concurrent Sessions 

 Location: Various (Descriptions on pages 18-22)   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 8:00 am –  9:30 am 
 Location: Various (Descriptions on pages 23-27)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 10:00 am – 11:30 am

 
General Session and Luncheon 

 Location: Guilford Ballrooms   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .12:00 pm – 2:00 pm 

 Presiding   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Rebecca Garland
    Chief Academic Officer, NCDPI 

 American Promise  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Cathy Dobbins
    Director, Foundations and Grants, UNC-TV

––––––––––  BLESSING OF FOOD  ––––––––––
––––––––––  LUNCH  ––––––––––

 
 Introduction of Speaker  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Lynne Johnson
    Director, Educator Effectiveness, NCDPI 
 
 Featured Speaker   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Ken O’Connor*
    Author, Fifteen Fixes for Broken Grades: A Repair Kit

  
 Announcements  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Rebecca Garland

 
Concurrent Sessions

 Location: Various (Descriptions on pages 28-32)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .2:30 pm – 4:00 pm

* Biography of featured speaker can be found on page 6. 

TUESDAY AT-A-GLANCE
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4 . Teachers and TPACK:  From Lesson Plans to  
Activity Types

Since computers were introduced into classrooms, 
technology integration has been a classroom 
conundrum . This workshop will provide participants  
a hands on experience with Technological, Pedagogical 
And Content Knowledge (TPACK), a curriculum 
planning framework (MSU), and Activity Types  
(Wm & Mary) as a classroom framework .

Presenter:   Ouida Myers 
Consultant 
NCDPI 
ouida.myers@dpi.nc.gov

Location:   AUDITORIUM IV

5 . Vertical Teaming In Science

Kindergarten through twelfth grade science teachers 
participated in a Vertical Teaming Institute led by science 
consultants from NCDPI to increase rigor and college 
and career readiness for students . Presenters will share 
strategies and methods utilized from the institute to 
assist science teachers in developing instructional 
resources and encouraging high-level learning .

Presenter:   Debra Hall 
Consultant 
NCDPI 
debra.hall@dpi.nc.gov

Location:   AUGUSTA

6 . Catawba County Schools’ Early Literacy  
Skills with STEM

Hear firsthand from four principals who, through a 
four-school PLC, re-created master schedules and 
developed Early Literacy Teams (ELTs) of certified and 
classified personnel who “push” into K-2 classrooms 
to reduce class size, increase reading instruction, and 
expose students to daily STEM activities .

Presenter:   Kathy Keane 
Principal 
Catawba 
kathy_keane@catawbaschools.net

Location:   BLANDWOOD

1 .  Engaging 21st Century Parents for the 
Transformation

In an effort to effectively transform 21st century 
achievement one must not forget about the  
21st century parent . This interactive session will 
provide teachers, administrators and community 
partners with practical strategies that have been 
successful in increasing parent engagement for the 
21st century .

Presenter:   Cheresa Greene-Clemons 
Assistant Professor 
North Carolina Central University 
cclemons@nccu.edu

Location:    ARROWHEAD

2 . Accountability Software Reports

This session provides information about  
Accountability Software, data, and reports used  
for state testing and auditing . In addition the 
presentation will provide review data sources  
for Accountability reports and how processes  
are connected .

Presenter:   Kenneth Barbour 
Program Manager 
NCDPI 
kenneth.barbour@dpi.nc.gov

Location:   AUDITORIUM II

 
3 . Push and Pull Effects Contributing to  
Student Absenteeism

I conducted an instrumental qualitative case study 
on student motivation, focusing on factors that 
impede students from completing high school . The 
primary deterrent identified was student absenteeism . 
Research discusses two major factors contributing to 
student absenteeism known as push and pull effects, 
which themselves are comprised of many attributes .

Presenter:   Dr . Kimberly McDuffie 
Dean of Students 
New Hanover 
kim.mcduffie@nhcs.net

Location:   AUDITORIUM III

TUESDAY, MARCH 4  •  8:00 AM – 9:30 AM CONCURRENT SESSIONS
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CONCURRENT SESSIONS TUESDAY, MARCH 4  •  8:00 AM – 9:30 AM

10 . Making Sure the “C” is in Your PLC!

This session is designed to provide participants with 
tools and ideas to create viable Professional Learning 
Communities with a focus on Intentional Collaboration, 
Analyzing Data, Unlocking the Power of Common 
Assessments, Evaluating Student Work, Team Building 
in PLCs and Celebrating Small Wins . Participants will 
leave with useable and applicable tools .

Presenter:   Elondra Napper 
Curriculum Facilitator 
Wayne 
elondranapper@wcps.org

Location:   GRANDOVER EAST

 
 
11 . Spotlight:  National Title I District School –  
Calvin Wiley Elementary

Calvin Wiley Elementary School has been named a 
Title I Distinguished School for making strong progress 
in closing student achievement gaps . Join this session 
to hear from the principal and staff how they are 
impacting student growth, success, and exceptional 
student performance .

Presenter:   Tavy Fields 
Principal 
Guilford 
fieldst@gsc.nc.com

Location: HERITAGE

 
12 . The Leader in Me!

This session will place emphasis on teaching students 
21st Century leadership skills, decision-making skills, 
and good citizenship skills that are essential for success 
in school and in life . Covey’s 7 Habits and Maxwell’s 
laws of leadership will be shared . Session delivered 
through hands on activities and motivational speaking .

Presenter:   Carlton Ashby 
Consultant 
Edyoucarer’s Consultant 
edyoucarercarlton@gmail.com

Location:   IMPERIAL A

7 . Boys-Only Book Club

Boys are statistically more likely to earn D’s and F’s  
and are more likely than girls to drop out of high 
school . Our school has started a boys only book  
club to get boys motivated to read and help them 
become successful readers before it is too late .

Presenter:   Cassandra Salabak 
Media Specialist 
Asheboro City 
csalabak@asheboro.k12.nc.us

Location:   CAROLINA

 
 
 
 
 
8 . Technology in Action!

Dr . Monica Shepherd is excited to present this quick-
paced session for educators . This session will highlight 
many on-line tools that can enhance classroom 
instruction . All technological “best kept secrets” 
shared during this session are free and can make 
Common Core come alive in your classroom .

Presenter:   Monica Shepherd 
Regional Education Facilitator 
NCDPI 
monicashepherd28@yahoo.com

Location:   CEDAR A

9 . Aligning Curriculum through Online  
Universal Course Design

Since a lackluster curriculum audit five years ago, our 
district has transformed the high school classroom . 
Using a Learning Management System, the district has 
developed its own self-contained high school courses 
that students, teachers, parents, and administrators 
can access 24-7 . Advanced features blur the lines 
between online and F2F learning .

Presenter:   Stan Winborne 
District Administrator 
Granville 
winbornes@gcs.k12.nc.us

Location:   CEDAR C

SPOTLIGHT SESSION
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13 . Classroom and Benchmark Assessment 
Administration in Home Base (via Schoolnet) – 
Session for Technology Directors & Testing Coordinators

The focus will be on planning for the administration of 
classroom and benchmark assessments in Home Base 
(via Schoolnet) . An overview of technical requirements, 
requirements and recommendations for using student 
response clickers to administer assessments, and 
requirements and recommendations for using the 
ScanIt software will be covered .

Presenter:    Kayla Siler 
NCDPI 
kayla.siler@dpi.nc.gov

Location:   IMPERIAL D

 
 
14 . Science Rocks! – High School

Technology, Literacy, and Science go hand-in-hand! 
How can technology tools be integrated into HIGH 
SCHOOL classroom instruction to meet Standards 
in Science and Information + Technology and utilize 
reading comprehension strategies to increase student 
achievement? Tools and lesson plans can be adapted 
for classrooms . Bring your laptop or device!

Presenter:   Emma Braaten 
Education Consultant 
NCDPI 
emma.braaten@dpi.nc.gov

Location:  IMPERIAL F

15 . Leveraging Leadership through  
Collaborative Walkthroughs

Leveraging district leadership maintains fidelity and 
consistency of instructional initiatives . Collaborative 
walkthroughs pair principals and instructional 
personnel with partner schools to complete 
instructional walkthroughs . The walkthrough 
team immediately debriefs and processes teacher 
practices and student learning with each other . 
This collaboration strengthens leadership, builds 
relationships, and fosters critical conversations .

Presenter:   Denise Patterson 
Chief Academic Officer 
Hickory City 
pattersonde@hickoryschools.net

Location:   MEADOWBROOK

 
 
16 . Summer Reading Academy

In preparation for Read to Achieve’s 2014 Summer 
Reading Camp requirement, Catawba County 
Schools ran its own summer reading academy this 
summer . Presenters will help you create your own 
reading camps by sharing how they prepared, the 
materials they used, how data was used to determine 
participants, and student outcomes .

Presenter:   Mia Johnson 
District ELA Curriculum Specialist 
Catawba 
mia_johnson@catawbaschools.net

Location:   MOREHEAD

17 . Utilizing Modeling Instruction and  
Standards-Based Grading

Come learn how modeling instruction can engage 
your students in the classroom . Teachers will share 
successful techniques, practices, and resources for 
implementation in a science classroom . Also learn  
how to implement standards-based grading to  
improve student achievement .

Presenter:   Elizabeth Pate 
Teacher 
Pitt 
patee@pitt.k12.nc.us

Location:   OAK A

 
 
18 . Leading Learning by Leading Change

Considering current educational trends, it is imperative 
that schools are proactive in their approaches to 
effective instruction . This session will take a look 
at how teacher and principal leadership can drive 
innovation that has been scaled in more than 70 
districts across the state resulting in improved student 
accountability results .

Presenter:   Jodi Anderson 
Vice President, Talent Development 
North Carolina New Schools 
janderson@ncnewschools.org

Location:   OAK C
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22 . Rubrics for Literacy Learning

Rubrics can help teachers teach and students learn . 
Come gain an understanding of rubrics, checklists, and 
task sheets and learn how to identify and locate quality 
rubrics . Participants will explore how to develop their 
own literacy based rubrics for supporting reading, 
speaking, and writing .

Presenter:   Karen Sumner 
Elementary Coordinator 
WRESA 
ksumner@wresa.org

Location:   TURNBERRY

23 . A New Lens on Literacy:  Complex and  
Close Reading

This interactive session explores significant Common 
Core shifts for ELA and Literacy, particularly with 
regard to text complexity and close reading . 
Participants will learn about the rationale for these 
shifts, examine ideal texts, and investigate strategies 
and skills which promote student growth in these areas .

Presenter:   Yolanda Dunston 
Associate Professor 
North Carolina Central University 
ydunston@nccu.edu

Location:   VICTORIA A

 
24 . Making EVAAS Meaningful

This session will provide participants with a deeper 
understanding of the Educator Value-Added 
Assessment System (EVAAS) in order to prepare them 
for making productive data-based decisions in their 
school or district . Participants will review reports and 
various analysis tools available through EVAAS .

Presenter:   Donna Albaugh 
Consultant 
NCDPI 
dalbaugh@dpi.nc.gov

Location:   VICTORIA C

19 . School Transformation: “The Little Engine  
that Could”

Learn how a high poverty Priority School grew 22 
points in one school year . Staff members will share 
how radical changes were made in school culture, 
data analyses, scheduling, student engagement and 
instructional practices . Northwest has been recently 
recognized as a Reward School and 2013 Title I 
Distinguished School Nominee .

Presenter:   Dennis Teel 
Principal 
Pitt 
teeld@pitt.k12.nc.us

Location:   PINEHURST

20 . Habitudes for the 21st Century and Beyond

How do “habitudes” such as imagination, passion and 
curiosity, perseverance and adaptability contribute to 
being a problem solver? Why are these readiness skills 
critical for the success of our students in an emerging 
entrepreneurial/inventive workplace? Session led by 
Dr . April Spencer (WRESA) and Jan King (DPI) .

Presenter:   April Spencer 
Education Consultant 
WRESA 
aspencer@wresa.org

Location:   SANDPIPER

21 . Globalizing Your Perspective, Your Classroom,  
and Your School

How do you become a global teacher? You begin by 
opening your mind and classroom to the world . This 
session is for educators who want to learn about global 
education and supports teachers as they fulfill the NC 
teacher evaluation by promoting global awareness and 
its relevance to subjects taught .

Presenter:   Julie Kinnaird 
Assistant Director 
World View, UNC at Chapel Hill 
kinnaird@unc.edu

Location:   TIDEWATER
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28 . Un Poquito Mas

Participants will come to a greater understanding on 
the following topics in the Hispanic/Latino community: 
immigration, maneuvering through the school system, 
and undocumented students . This discussion increases 
positive involvement with Hispanic/Latino students, 
parents, and communities . You will depart prepared to 
serve this population even more successfully .

Presenter:   Dr . Robert Landry 
Education Advocate 
ChoiceGrowth, LLC. 
landry2176@gmail.com

Location:   AUDITORIUM III

29 . Professional Learning that Supports  
Principal Efficacy

Research from a qualitative study in a western North 
Carolina district will be presented . The research 
examines principal professional learning experiences 
through the lens of Social Cognitive Theory . The 
findings can support districts and university programs 
in providing learning experiences that support efficacy .

Presenter:   Elizabeth Curry 
School Transformation Coach 
NCDPI 
bcurry8466@yahoo.com

Location:   AUDITORIUM IV

30 . Universal Screening Data at the  
Secondary Level

Universal screening is one of the essential pieces of 
data collection within Responsiveness to Instruction 
(RtI), even at the secondary level . This session will 
focus on secondary universal screening data collection 
and how one school district is effectively collecting 
and problem-solving with this data source at the 
secondary level .

Presenter:   Beth Kolb 
MTSS Coordinator 
Cabarrus 
melissa.kolb@cabarrus.k12.nc.us

Location:   AUGUSTA

25 . In”Core”Porating Social Studies and ELA

Too much content and not enough time? This session 
will engage K-8 educators in the step by step creation 
of an interdisciplinary lesson . Participants have 
access to materials created during the session and an 
exemplar lesson .

Presenter:   Jennifer Ricks 
Instructional Coach 
NCDPI 
jennifer.ricks@dpi.nc.gov

Location:   ARROWHEAD

 
 
26 . Schoolwide Strategies to Promote Success  
on the ACT

This session is for high school educators who want 
to learn more about preparing students for the 
ACT . Come hear and see strategies that promote a 
schoolwide approach to ACT success . Participants 
will leave this session with practical ideas to engage 
students and staff in ACT prep .

Presenter:   Jan King 
Education Consultant 
NCDPI 
jan.king@dpi.nc.gov

Location:   AUDITORIUM I

27 . RBT + HOTS = Differentiation Choices  
for All Students

This session will show how Revised Bloom’s  
Taxonomy and Higher Order Thinking Skills can be 
used to create differentiation for all levels of learners 
within one classroom . Student choice in activities can 
play an important role in motivation for students at all 
skill levels .

Presenter:   Susan Keiger 
Assistant Principal 
Cabarrus 
skeiger@carolina.rr.com

Location:   AUDITORIUM II
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34 . Pumping Up Disadvantaged Students!!!

Dr . Isler focuses on using evidence-based strategies to 
help educators engage students to increase academic 
achievement . The session encompasses chants, raps, 
songs, and movements that can be integrated into 
the Common Core . Dr . Isler will show participants 
how to engage any disadvantaged learner and make 
instruction rigorous and relevant .

Presenter:   Tesha Isler 
Teaching and Learning Coach/Human 
Resource Coordinator 
Wayne 
teshaisler@wcps.org

Location:   CEDAR C

35 . What Is Your Student’s Writing Telling You?

Join DPI ELA Consultants in an interactive session that 
explores what exemplary K-12 student writing aligned 
to the CCSS looks like in ELA classrooms . Participants 
will look at student writing samples and techniques 
across the three types of writing:  argument/opinion, 
informative/explanatory, and narrative writing .

Presenter:   Anna Frost 
Consultant 
NCDPI 
anna.frost@dpi.nc.gov

Location:   GRANDOVER EAST

 
 
36 . Spotlight:  National Title I Distinguished School 
– Jonathan Valley Elementary

Jonathan Valley Elementary School is among the 
top 1% of Title I schools in the nation . The principal 
and staff will share how the school experienced high 
academic growth and a performance composite of 
students passing state and federally mandated tests at 
a rate of over 90 percent .

Presenter:   Heather Hollingsworth 
Principal 
Haywood 
hhollingsworth@haywood.k12.nc.us

Location:   HERITAGE

31 . Ready, Set, Review for CCSS Mathematics

Come learn about effective strategies that will foster 
mastery and retention of critical mathematics skills and 
concepts . Explore real teaching in the form of review, 
formative assessment, and re-teaching using released 
EOG items as a resource . Help raise achievement, 
improve instruction, and make a difference in 
mathematics instruction for students .

Presenter:   Kitty Rutherford 
Consultant 
NCDPI 
kitty.rutherford@dpi.nc.gov

Location:   BLANDWOOD

 
32 . The Authentic Classroom Year 2 .0

The Authentic Classroom returns to engage learners 
with inquiry based methods and active instruction that 
will enrich even reluctant learners . Make every class 
engaging through compelling questions and learner 
based instruction . Work with learners to identify, 
explore, and answer questions that matter to them .

Presenter:   Shane Freeman 
Teacher 
Rockingham 
sfreeman@rock.k12.nc.us

Location:   CAROLINA

 
 
33 . South Central High School’s Distributive 
Leadership Model

The Distributive Leadership model, created by a 
team of administrators, instructional coaches, and 
master teachers, seeks to engage and utilize the 
content expertise of the master teachers coupled 
with leadership experience to plan and lead the 
instructional goals for the school faculty .

Presenter:   Julie Cary 
Principal 
Pitt 
caryj@pitt.k12.nc.us

Location:   CEDAR A

SPOTLIGHT SESSION
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40 . K-3 Assessment:  Your Voice is Vital

In response to legislation The Office of Early Learning 
(OEL) is designing a developmentally appropriate, 
individualized assessment for K-3 children . During this 
session, the OEL will lead discussion about the work 
and provide opportunities for participants to offer 
suggestions and make recommendations regarding 
development and implementation of the K-3 assessment .

Presenter:   Beattie Erika 
Education Consultant 
NCDPI 
erika.beattie@dpi.nc.gov

Location:   MEADOWBROOK

41 . Elementary Common Core Writing Planning

With the Common Core writing standards, students 
need to be able to write for a variety of reasons . Their 
writing needs to be organized and focused . The 
success of their writing depends on how well they 
plan . Our plans have been proven successful for  
21st century writing genres .

Presenter:   Janie Parrett 
Curriculum Support Specialist 
Brunswick 
janie_parrett@bcswan.net

Location:   MOREHEAD

42 . Developing and Supporting the Lesson  
Planning Process

Planning effective lessons is a critical skill for all 
teachers . NC New Schools and the SERVE Center at 
UNC-Greensboro have developed a set of rubrics and 
tools to support the development of high-quality unit 
and lesson plans . In this session, participants will 
explore these instruments to support effective planning .

Presenter:   Stacy Costello 
Director 
NC New Schools 
scostello@ncnewschools.org

Location:   OAK A

37 . “No Fair!” Social Justice in Early Childhood

Pre-school and Kindergarten teachers must facilitate 
the development of their students’ concepts of social 
justice and equity . This perspective provides a lens 
of equity and fairness through which students learn 
to view the world and themselves . Participants will 
discuss both the rationale and classroom strategies for 
utilizing equity pedagogy practices .

Presenter:  Eva Phillips 
Professor 
Winston-Salem State University 
phillipsec@wssu.edu

Location:  IMPERIAL A

38 . Hitting a Home Run with Home Base

Learn how to successfully implement Schoolnet, 
Open Class, and other components of Home Base 
using plans and “lessons learned” from districts and 
schools . Experience the results of using authentic tools 
and vetted resources to support formative assessment . 
Discover professional development offerings designed 
to build expertise to improve teaching and learning .

Presenter:   Sarah McManus 
Director 
NCDPI 
sarah.mcmanus@dpi.nc.gov

Location:   IMPERIAL D

39 . Science Rocks – Elementary

Technology, Literacy, and Science go hand-in-hand! How 
can technology tools be integrated into ELEMENTARY 
classroom instruction to meet Standards in Science 
and Information + Technology and utilize reading 
comprehension strategies to increase student 
achievement? Tools and lesson plans can be adapted 
for classrooms . Bring your laptop or device!

Presenter:   Julie Garber 
Education Consultant 
NCDPI 
juliane.garber@dpi.nc.gov

Location:   IMPERIAL F
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46 . STEM in Early Childhood Environments

Young children are “natural” scientists! This session 
will explore STEM content for our youngest learners . 
Participants will gain an understanding of ways to 
create developmentally appropriate environments  
and activities that provide a rich foundation for later 
STEM learning .

Presenter:   Paula Grubbs 
Professor 
Winston-Salem State University 
grubbspr@wssu.edu

Location:   SANDPIPER

47 . Link-Up with Literacy

Literacy is interwoven throughout the Common 
Core State Standards and our Essential Standards . 
This session will allow secondary (6-12) educators 
to actively engage in lively discussion and develop 
lessons incorporating 21st Century literacy strategies 
(activating, comprehending, organizing, summarizing) 
into all subject areas .

Presenter:   Muriel Wright 
Full Release Mentor/Area  
Instructional Facilitator 
Durham 
muriel_wright@dpsnc.net

Location:   TANGLEWOOD

48 . Why Culture Matters

Everyone has cultural values . They shape how we 
see the world, ourselves, and others . Understand 
the building blocks of culture and explore basic 
dimensions of cultural differences . Learn how 
globalization plays a part in shaping cultural norms 
worldwide . Fulfill the teacher evaluation by embracing 
diversity in your school (Standard IIb) .

Presenter:   Katharine Robinson 
Assistant Director 
World View, UNC at Chapel Hill 
krobinson@unc.edu

Location:   TIDEWATER

43 .  Differentiating Instruction Using iPods

This session will be presented in PowerPoint  
format and will give ideas for using iPods in an 
elementary classroom setting . Activities will include 
managing the usage of iPods, using learning apps, 
integrating iPods into learning centers, and using  
quick response codes .

Presenter:   Kimberly Brown 
Teacher 
Sampson 
kbrown@sampson.k12.nc.us

Location:   OAK C

44 . Using Text Sets in a K-2 Classroom

Join DPI consultants in an interactive session that 
explores the importance of using text sets as a  
CCSS tool in a K-2 classroom . Participants will deepen 
their understanding of developing a focused text set 
that can be integrated across disciplines, as well as be 
used during a literacy block .

Presenter:   Kristi Day 
Consultant 
NCDPI 
kristi.day@dpi.nc.gov

Location:   PEBBLE BEACH

 
45 . Using Common Core to Teach Social Justice  
and the Holocaust

Building better citizens in this 21st Century world is not 
an easy task . The Common Core, however, makes it 
easy to incorporate social justice and Holocaust topics 
into English and Social Studies classes . This session 
will provide concrete lessons and activities to guide 
students into becoming proactive adults .

Presenter:   Karen Klaich 
Teacher 
Pitt 
klaichk@pitt.k12.nc.us

Location:   PINEHURST
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51 . Coaching for Peak Performance

Effective coaching is one of the most important drivers 
of team member performance . This is true whether 
leaders are supporting educators toward success in 
new and challenging situations, or helping to improve 
or enhance work performance . This session provides 
a framework and strategies to promote coaching for 
peak performance .

Presenter:   Donna Albaugh 
Consultant 
NCDPI 
dalbaugh@aol.com

Location:   VICTORIA C

49 . The Reflective Classroom:  Using  
Formative Assessment

This session will help teachers understand how 
authentic formative assessment in the social studies 
classroom can increase student achievement and 
understanding . Teachers will gain a rich understanding 
of how to use assessment FOR learning through peer 
feedback and other formative assessment strategies . 
Specific examples, tools, and resources will be provided .

Presenter:   Justyn Knox 
Consultant 
NCDPI 
justyn.knox@dpi.nc.gov

Location:   TURNBERRY

50 . Tackling and Planning with the Common Core

Through teamwork, it is possible to unpack the 
Common Core Standards and implement them into 
planning and instruction . In this presentation, we will 
share how a grade level team or PLC can work together 
to seamlessly integrate the standards into unit and 
lesson designs that enrich student learning .

Presenter:   Jennifer Boleyn 
Teacher 
Pitt 
boleynj@pitt.k12.nc.us

Location:   VICTORIA B
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55 . Up to Your Data in Protocol?!

As a result of this session, you will be able to turn 
data into action . Not only will you learn to develop an 
effective data protocol to use on a daily basis, you will 
experience how to put it into action . This session will 
take you through a 5-step process .

Presenter:   Melanie Stanley 
Director of Testing and Accountability 
Washington 
mstanley@wcsnc.org

Location:   AUDITORIUM IV

 
 
 
 
56 . Understanding EOG and EOC Assessments

Members of the NCDPI/Test Development team will 
provide an overview of the end-of-grade and end-of-
course assessments, including their development and 
the establishment of cut scores . Of particular focus will 
be test properties such as reliability and validity, and 
their relationship to reporting of scores .

Presenter:    Hope Lung 
Section Chief 
NCDPI 
hope.lung@dpi.nc.gov

Location:   AUGUSTA

 
57 . New Vision for Native Students

The State Advisory Council on Indian Education 
carefully studies student performance data to answer 
the question, “What do our American Indian Students 
need and deserve?” This session will review statewide 
academic data for American Indian Students and 
discuss creating learning environments for optimal 
academic achievement .

Presenter:   Ogletree Richardson 
SACIE Liaison 
NCDPI 
ogrich@yahoo.com

Location:   BLANDWOOD

52 . Standards-Aligned Instruction:   
Purposeful and Powerful

How can you design purposeful and powerful 
instruction aligned with the Common Core and Essential 
Standards? Examine the proven, versatile, six-step 
Teaching for I .M .P .A .C .T . Model that will help you 
support the academic growth of all students by defining 
specific instructional goals, planning targeted learning 
experiences, and assessing desired learning outcomes .

Presenter:   Sara Simmons 
Associate Professor, School of Education 
The University of North Carolina  
at Pembroke 
sara.simmons@uncp.edu

Location:   AUDITORIUM I

53 . Culturally Responsive Education for African 
American Males

This workshop will focus on learning strategies and 
literature to engage African American males and 
encourage them to participate in their own learning via 
culturally responsive text . Participants will develop an 
understanding of the importance of cultural literacy 
and relevant text for students’ academic growth .

Presenter:   Roslyn Moffitt 
Director 
AC Juvenile Justice 
roslyn.moffitt@ncdps.gov

Location:   AUDITORIUM II

54 . Using L .I .F .E . to Motivate/Engage the  
High School Learner!

This session will discuss the revamping of Mary 
Phillips High School academic and social offerings 
to engage and motivate the students . Come explore 
our program and hear about how we use RtI, LIFE, 
Seminar, and more to engage students and impact 
attendance, academics and behaviors using rigor, 
technology and relationship building .

Presenter:   Geraldine Webb-Harris 
Student Support Professional 
Wake 
gwebb-harris2@wcpss.net

Location:   AUDITORIUM III
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61 . Technology Tools to Support the Writing Process

No miracle will ever make teaching and grading writing 
easy . Come learn about 21st century technologies 
that can, however, make it easier . From pre-writing, 
to drafting, to assessment, these tools make your 
teaching more effective by simplifying logistics, 
clarifying expectations, modeling thinking, and 
encouraging effective revisions and social learning .

Presenter:   Jeffrey Carpenter 
Assistant Professor 
Elon University 
jcarpenter13@elon.edu

Location:   HERITAGE

62 . Town Hall Meeting on Graduation and  
Dropout Prevention

Key to any strategy aimed at achieving higher 
graduation rates is gaining a better understanding of 
dropout issues in our state and communities . Local, 
state, and national educators and education advocates 
will lead whole and small group discourse on the 
issues and offer practical solutions .

Presenter:   Debora Williams 
Director 
NCDPI 
debora.williams@dpi.nc.gov

Location:   IMPERIAL A

63 . Data Reporting:  How to Use Schoolnet to 
Organize and Create Reports

In this session, participants will be introduced to the 
reporting fundamentals of Schoolnet, how to run 
pre-formatted reports and how to analyze student 
performance by test, standard, section and skill . 
Participants will leave with the knowledge of how  
to use Schoolnet data and reports to support data-
driven instruction .

Presenter:   Dan Urbanski 
Consultant 
NCDPI 
dan.urbanski@dpi.nc.gov

Location:   IMPERIAL D

58 . Power of the Pad

Harness the power of a single iPad in a K-3 classroom . 
This session will demonstrate how to utilize an  
iPad as a collaborative learning center . Apps aligned  
to Common Core English-Language Arts and  
North Carolina Information and Technology Essential 
Standards will be shared during the session .

Presenter:   Jill Darrough 
District Technology Literacy Coach 
Craven 
jill.darrough@craven.k12.nc.us

Location:   CEDAR A

 
 
59 . Global Awareness in K-12 Education

In this Global Awareness in K-12 Education session, 
participants will review educational goals related to 
global awareness found in CCSS, P21 Framework,  
NC Professional Standards, etc . Exploring resources  
to help educators and their students meet these goals 
is a large part of this session, so BYOD .

Presenter:   Kathryn Parker 
Consultant 
NCDPI 
kathy.parker@dpi.nc.gov

Location:   CEDAR C

60 . Understanding School Accountability  
Business Rules

This session will provide details regarding how  
North Carolina school accountability calculations are 
made for performance indicators and targets . Topics 
include how students are included/excluded from 
calculations and how students are identified based on 
authoritative sources .

Presenter:   Curtis Sonneman 
Education Consultant 
NCDPI 
curtis.sonneman@dpi.nc.gov

Location:   GRANDOVER EAST
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67 . Student Growth . . .Measuring It Accurately

Each child learns differently . So we developed 
computerized adaptive assessments that test 
differently, allowing teachers to see their students as 
individuals - each with their own base of knowledge . 
With flexible delivery options, our assessments can 
scale to fit your needs . 

Presenter:   Jeanine Edwards 
Account Executive 
NWEA 
jeanine.edwards@nwea.org

Location:   OAK A

68 . Data-to-Action:  Building Data Literacy  
Capacity in DPS

This session will introduce participants to Durham 
Public Schools’ efforts to build the Data-to-Action: 
Data Literacy Capacity of School and District 
Administrators . An overview of data literacy modules 
and data summit strategies implemented within DPS 
will be shared throughout this session .

Presenter:   Dr . J . Brent Cooper 
Data Analyst, Program Evaluator, and 
Coordinator of Surveys and Research 
Durham 
jason.cooper@dpsnc.net

Location:   PEBBLE BEACH

69 . Supporting Success – Hearne-Barton  
Partnership School

Barton College and Hearne Elementary School, of 
Wilson County Public Schools, created a partnership 
school that has dramatically changed this school . This 
partnership received funding from the Golden LEAF 
Foundation, created a culture of high expectations, set 
goals for academic growth and for healthy students, 
and uses community resources .

Presenter:   Jackie Ennis 
Professor 
Barton College 
jennis@barton.edu

Location:   PINEHURST

64 . Science Rocks! – Middle School

Technology, Literacy, and Science go hand-in-hand! 
How can technology tools be integrated into MIDDLE 
SCHOOL classroom instruction to meet Standards 
in Science and Information + Technology and utilize 
reading comprehension strategies to increase student 
achievement? Tools and lesson plans can be adapted 
for classrooms . Bring your laptop or device!

Presenter:   Sara English 
Education Consultant 
NCDPI 
sara.english@dpi.nc.gov

Location:   IMPERIAL F

65 . The Colors of Your Leadership

As agents of change, educators collaboratively 
evolve in the classroom, school, and the profession 
with colleagues who bring diverse attributes . Using 
the color test for personality traits, participants will 
explore colleagues’ strengths for productivity . After the 
session, participants will be able to employ systematic 
approaches to improve the culture of change .

Presenter:    Erika Newkirk 
Education Consultant 
NCDPI 
erika.newkirk@dpsnc.net

Location:   MEADOWBROOK

66 . Distinguishing Language Acquisition from  
Learning Disability

This session will help teachers learn about the 
differences between limited English proficiency and 
learning disabilities, how being LEP can sometimes 
mimic being learning disabled, and how to ask the right 
questions in order to make appropriate decisions for 
interventions and services .

Presenter:   Angel Mills 
ESL Lead Teacher/Program Specialist 
Lee 
amills@lee.k12.nc.us

Location:   MOREHEAD
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73 . Rigorous Instruction – It Is Brain Surgery!

Rigorous instruction transforms brains . When teachers 
understand the neuroscience of learning, they design 
more rigorous instruction that syncs with how the brain 
naturally works . In this session, learn what neuroscientists 
have clarified about information processing and 
neuroplasticity and how teachers can use this 
information to help students build rich neural schemas .

Presenter:   Tammy Ramsey 
Instructional Specialist 
The Centers for Quality Teaching  
and Learning 
tramsey@qtlcenters.org

Location:   VICTORIA A

74 . Implementation of the Program Evaluation  
Model in DPS

In 2013-14 Durham Public Schools has implemented 
a Program Evaluation Model as a means to evaluate 
educational programs and their effect on student 
academic achievement at the district and school-
levels . This session will discuss the framework of DPS’ 
Program Evaluation Model and its implications for 
student academic achievement .

Presenter:   Dr . Terri Mozingo 
Assistant Superintendent 
Durham 
terri.mozingo@dpsnc.net

Location:   VICTORIA B

75 . Social Media to Boost Instruction at the  
Elementary School Level

YouTube, BookTube, Twitter, iMovie, iPhoto, PhotoBooth, 
and Facebook are tools that can revolutionize elementary 
school instruction! Learn how our school has changed 
instruction and boosted community involvement 
through free media tools including a weekly principal’s 
Friday Message .

Presenter:   Reida Roberts 
Principal 
Bladen 
rsroberts@bladen.k12.nc.us

Location:   VICTORIA C

70 . From Standards to Curriculum:  ELA

With the implementation of ELA Common Core 
teachers have begun to look for ways to make sure 
they are meeting the demands of the standards in 
their classroom . This session will look at unpacking 
the Anchor Standards and putting them into action in 
assessment and learning plans .

Presenter:   Patricia Coldren 
Beginning Teacher Coordinator 
Lee 
pcoldren@lee.k12.nc.us

Location:   SANDPIPER

 
 
71 . Supporting the Statement “We All Learn in 
Different Ways”

They say “every student learns differently .” Yet, it can 
be difficult to create a classroom that actually supports 
this . This session will examine and design tic-tac-
toe boards based on Howard Gardener’s Multiple 
Intelligences . We will discuss recording, grading, 
sustainability, and one teacher’s experience with using 
these boards in her classrooms .

Presenter:   Megan Anderson 
Teacher 
Brunswick 
manderson@bcswan.net

Location:   TANGLEWOOD

 
72 . Literacy in the Social Studies Classroom

Engaging students in authentic opportunities to 
practice literacy can be powerful when helping 
students think critically about social studies content . 
Join this session if you are interested in understanding 
what disciplinary literacy is, what it looks like in social 
studies and in engaging in strategies .

Presenter:   Michelle McLaughlin 
Education Consultant 
NCDPI 
michelle.mclaughlin@dpi.nc.gov

Location:   TURNBERRY



WEDNESDAY 
3/5/14

Evaluate each session you attend at 
http://goo.gl/IfHUXm or scan the QR code. 
 
Thank you for your feedback.



Wednesday Highlights
CLOSING SESSION & LUNCHEON

FEATURED PRESENTER

How to Fire Up Students to Succeed!

Baruti Kafele  |   Educator and Author, Closing the Attitude Gap: How to Fire Up 
Students to Strive for Success

12:00 pm – 2:00 pm in GUILFORD BALLROOMS  (See page 7 for more information .)

American Promise – Documentary

Joe Brewster  |  Psychiatrist and Filmmaker, American Promise

8:00 am – 9:30 am |  Session 88 - American Promise Viewing in IMPERIAL A
10:00 am – 11:30 am |  Session 110 - American Promise Conversations in IMPERIAL A

This event is a collaboration with the award-winning documentary series POV  
(www .pbs .org/pov) . Producers: Joe Brewster and Michéle Stephenson .
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WEDNESDAY AT-A-GLANCE
Exhibitor Showcase

 Location: 3rd Floor Prefunction Area   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 8:00 am – 11:00 am
 Dedicated Exhibitor Showcase   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 9:30 am – 10:00 am

Concurrent Sessions 

 Location: Various (Descriptions on pages 36-40)   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .8:00 am – 9:30 am 
 Location: Various (Descriptions on pages 41-45)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 10:00 am – 11:30 am

Closing Session and Luncheon 

 Location: Guilford Ballrooms   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .12:00 pm – 2:00 pm
 
 Presiding   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Debora Williams
    Special Assistant, Graduation and Dropout Prevention Initiatives, NCDPI 

 Student Showcase   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Northwest Guilford High School
   Guilford County Schools, Jazz Ensemble, Brian McMath, Director

 
 

––––––––––  BLESSING OF FOOD  ––––––––––
––––––––––  LUNCH  ––––––––––

 Introduction of Speaker  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Carol Short
    Section Chief, Curriculum, Career and Technical Education, NCDPI 

 Keynote Address  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Baruti Kafele
   How to Fire Up Students to Succeed!

 Announcements and Closing   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Debora Williams

* Biography of featured speaker can be found on page 7. 
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79 . Accelerating the Reading Ability of Native 
American Students

National research is clear . Native American reading 
scores have remained flat for the past decade . But there 
is hope . We can change attitude, reduce referral rates and 
improve their overall reading performance . Come and 
hear the exciting research documenting this belief . Native 
American students can do faster, higher and more!

Presenter:   Dr . Robert Yellow Fox 
Associate Professor 
Director of Native American Studies at 
Barber Scotia College 
dryellowfox@gmail.com

Location:    AUDITORIUM III

80 . Poverty, Proficiency, and the Common Core  
State Standards

How strong is the relationship between poverty and 
academic proficiency? This session examines the 
quantitative and qualitative links between children 
living in poverty and their academic achievement .  
We will also discuss the Common Core State Standards 
and the achievement gap: opportunities and hazards .

Presenter:   Michael Gallagher 
Consultant 
NCDPI 
michael.gallagher@dpi.nc.gov

Location:   AUDITORIUM IV

81 . Understanding Language – Common Core  
and English Learners

The ‘Understanding Language’ project endeavors to 
amplify the critical role language plays in the Common 
Core era . This session will introduce ‘NC UL project’ 
and explore resources that exemplify high-quality 
instruction for ELLs . This session will be delivered 
through various practical activities and participants will 
have ample opportunities to facilitate learning .

Presenter:   Charlotte “Nadja” Trez 
Consultant 
NCDPI 
nadja.trez@dpi.nc.gov

Location:   AUGUSTA

76 . Think Like a Historian:  Teaching with  
Primary Sources

This session explores teaching with primary sources 
while guiding participants through a series of 
instructional practices . The utilization of primary 
source documents can enhance student understanding 
of a historical time period while empowering them to 
connect to history . Analysis of historical documents 
increases content knowledge, student engagement, 
and collaboration . 

Presenter:   Jennifer Hatch 
Education Consultant 
NCDPI 
jennifer.hatch@dpi.nc.gov

Location:   ARROWHEAD

77 . Do You Know Enough About Me to Teach Me?

Dr . Stephen Peters said “Many of the answers we 
are searching for rest in the minds and hearts of our 
students .” Positive relationships are critical components 
that separate good schools from mediocre ones . This 
session will help participants understand that students 
need you to know them more than ever before!

Presenter:   Jermaine White 
Teacher 
Harnett 
jwhite1@harnett.k12.nc.us

Location:   AUDITORIUM I

 
78 . “Just Do It – It’s All About Collaboration”

It has often been said that it takes a “village to 
raise a child .” This statement is ever-so-true in the 
21st century way of learning . This session focuses 
on the importance of teacher/parent and parent/
school collaborations, outlines key components 
on collaborating and teaches how to evaluate 
collaborating efforts .

Presenter:   Chavis Gash 
Consultant 
Dream Builders Communication Inc 
cgash@kenstonjgriffin.com

Location:   AUDITORIUM II
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85 . Personalize Learning:  The 21st Century 
Instructional Shift

Everyone learns differently, and we know that one 
size does not fit all when it comes to educating our 
children . Learn how GCS is supporting teachers 
through the instructional shift of personalization at 
both the elementary and secondary levels .

Presenter:   Wenalyn Bell Glenn 
Program Manager 
Guilford 
bellw@gcsnc.com

Location:   CEDAR C

 
86 . Credit by Demonstrated Mastery:   
Ensuring Growth for All

NCDPI is committed to personalize learning for all 
students, including advanced learners of specific 
content areas . Come and join DPI to review North 
Carolina’s Credit by Demonstrated Mastery (CDM) 
policy and Implementation Guide . We will review  
basic information and the multi-phase assessment  
and problem solve challenges together .

Presenter:   Sneha Shah-Coltrane 
Director 
NCDPI 
sneha.shahcoltrane@dpi.nc.gov

Location:   Guilford D

87 . Bridging Schools, Students, Parents,  
and Community

Come learn how Caldwell County Schools are 
addressing school involvement by bridging the gap 
among schools, students, parents, and community . 
You will learn how to implement a summer enrichment 
program that will prevent language regression over the 
summer and will evolve the relationship among all four 
stakeholders .

Presenter:   Frankie Houston 
Teacher 
Caldwell 
fhouston@caldwellschools.com

Location:   HERITAGE

 
82 . Using Data to Accelerate Student Growth!

Are you concerned about struggling readers? 
Want data to inform instruction? Come learn how 
to accurately pinpoint students’ needs and craft 
instruction based on student data to maximize student 
growth! Using mCLASS:Reading 3D data, we’ll 
introduce Burst Reading, a seamless intervention 
program that provides lessons and materials .

Presenter:   Patricia Fecher 
K-5 ELA Curriculum Specialist 
Cumberland 
patriciafecher@ccs.k12.nc.us

Location:   BLANDWOOD

83 . Read to Achieve:  It’s Not Just a 3rd Grade Law

The Read to Achieve Program has created a focus  
on 3rd grade reading proficiency . This session 
will show that focus must begin in kindergarten . 
Topics covered include using Reading 3D to create 
instructional plans for grades K-3 and building a 
foundational vocabulary that will support instruction  
in future grades .

Presenter:   Melissa Ashley 
Education Consultant 
NCDPI 
melissa.ashley@dpi.nc.gov

Location:   CAROLINA

84 . Increasing Rigor through Collaborative 
Conversations

Collaborative classroom culture doesn’t just happen; 
students must be taught how to engage in productive 
conversations and group problem-solving . True 
collaborative learning goes beyond moving desks 
together, helping build the necessary skills for 
meaningful discourse and collective action . This 
session models proven strategies for turning student 
talk into rigorous learning .

Presenter:   Rachel Porter 
Director 
The Centers for Quality Teaching  
and Learning 
rporter@qtlcenters.org

Location:   CEDAR A
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91 . Home Base:  Supporting Formative Assessment

Formative classroom assessments designed around 
your curriculum standards are an effective way to 
monitor student learning and can easily be created 
in Home Base . Participants will make and take 
assessments while viewing the proctor dashboard and 
collaborate around instructional strategies based on 
data reports generated in Schoolnet .

Presenter:   Lisa Amerson 
Education Consultant 
NCDPI 
lisa.amerson@dpi.nc.gov

Location:   OAK A

92 . High Expectations Yield High Student Growth

As a low performing and low socioeconomic 
transformation school, Warsaw Elementary has turned 
around and continues to make great strides to increase 
student growth . The goal of this session is to share our 
transformation experience with fellow administrators 
to help other students across the state achieve 
academic growth .

Presenter:   Ann Hardy 
Principal 
Duplin 
ahardy@duplinschools.net

Location:   OAK C

93 . How to Start Your Latino Parent Academy

The Latino population is the fastest growing, so for  
10 years WCPSS has been providing Parent 
Academies . The direct result has been that parents  
feel more empowered to participate in their child’s 
school and better equipped to support their children . 
Learn how your school district can implement the 
Parent Academy .

Presenter:   MariaRosa Rangel 
District Administrator 
Wake 
mrangel1@wcpss.net

Location:   PEBBLE BEACH

 
88 . American Promise – Viewing

American Promise chronicles the divergent paths of 
two African American boys from kindergarten through 
high school graduation . This provocative, intimate 
documentary presents complicated truths about 
America’s struggle to come of age on issues of race, 
class and opportunity . This event is a collaboration 
with the award-winning documentary series POV 
(www .pbs .org/pov) . 

Producers: Joe Brewster and Michéle Stephenson .

Location:   IMPERIAL A

 
89 . Increase Collaboration with Home Base  
(via OpenClass)

Collaboration and descriptive feedback are important 
components of an environment that fosters learning . 
This session will include an introduction to OpenClass, an 
explanation of how it fits into the Home Base platform, 
and how it can be used to foster learning through 
collaboration and descriptive feedback to students .

Presenter:   Cynthia Crowdus 
IIS Project Coordinator 
NCDPI 
cynthia.crowdus@dpi.nc.gov

Location:   IMPERIAL D

90 . Building the Bridge: Scaffolding Complex  
Texts for Student Success

In order to improve students’ access to and success 
with increasingly complex fiction and informational 
selections, educators need to provide a variety of 
supports . Participants in this session will explore 
instructional strategies proven to develop students’ 
ability to independently read and comprehend in new 
and familiar situations .

Presenter:   Melissa Champion Hurst 
ELA Coordinating Teacher 
Wake 
mchampionhurst@yahoo.com

Location:   MOREHEAD

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 5  •  8:00 AM – 9:30 AM
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97 . Engaging HS Math Students in Valuable 
Activities Using Food

How is it possible to actually engage students in 21st 
century mathematics? FEED THEM! Hands-on activities 
in math and science provide valuable tactile and spatial 
learning opportunities, and nothing motivates a teenager 
like food! Come and witness inexpensive activities built 
around food for all levels of high school mathematics .

Presenter:   Roger Hatlen 
Consultant 
NCDPI 
roger.hatlen@dpi.nc.gov

Location:   VICTORIA A

98 . Tying It All Together:  RtI, Law, and EC

This session will offer an overview of the connection 
among Responsiveness to Instruction (RtI), the Read 
to Achieve legislation (RtA), and Exceptional Children 
(EC) with specific attention to layering of instructional 
supports . Voices from the field will be included and 
participants will receive resources for facilitating 
integration in their school/district .

Presenter:   Liz Massey 
Teacher 
Asheville City Schools 
liz.massey@asheville.k12.nc.us

Location:   VICTORIA B

94 . Understanding Recent Legislation and  
Student Achievement

The Excellent Public Schools Act, Opportunity 
Scholarships and changes to the Personal Education 
Plan statute along with the adoption of Common Core 
Standards create a new world for student achievement . 
Parents and stakeholders must understand recent 
legislation in order to be effective student advocates .

Presenter:   Christopher Hill 
Education Advocate 
chill@ncjustice.org

Location:   PINEHURST

 
95 . 10,000 eBooks, 4000 Magazines – Free!

Free access to 4000 magazines, Britannica, 
newspapers, atlases, and specialty encyclopedias - 
DPI provides these products for all NC teachers and 
students through the WiseOwl program . Now we’ve 
added almost 10,000 eBooks and 12 million AP photos 
to the collection . Explore these curriculum resources 
with Webmaster Dan Sparlin .

Presenter:   Dan Sparlin 
Consultant 
NCDPI 
dan.sparlin@dpi.nc.gov

Location:   TANGLEWOOD

96 . 90 Minutes of Reading Instruction in a  
3/4 Transition Class

What does the required 90 minute block look like in 
regards to Read to Achieve legislation? In this session, 
participants will review research on the importance 
of having a 90 minute block of reading instruction . 
Through collaboration, participants will develop plans 
for each of the blocks of instructional time . BYOD

Presenter:   Abbey Whitford 
Education Consultant 
NCDPI 
abbey.whitford@dpi.nc.gov

Location:   TURNBERRY

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 5  •  8:00 AM – 9:30 AM
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102 .  Changing Literacy Outcomes for  
Middle School Students

One of the greatest challenges facing middle schools is 
ensuring students have the strategies needed to read 
the increasingly complex texts they encounter across 
the disciplines . This session looks at the strategies 
used in the NYCDOE Middle School Quality Initiative to 
significantly raise literacy outcomes for 15,000 middle 
school students .

Presenter:   Sheena Hervey 
CEO 
Generation Ready 
sheena.hervey@generationready.com

Location:   AUDITORIUM IV

 
103 .  Character Matters!

MLK once said, “Intelligence plus character – that is the 
goal of true education .” Come to this session to hear 
and see how districts and schools are using the power 
of student voice and character development to change 
the climate and culture of their schools in order to 
raising student achievement .

Presenter:   Fay Gore 
Section Chief 
NCDPI 
fay.gore@dpi.nc.gov

Location:   AUGUSTA

 
104 .  Beyond the Benchmark:  Success on  
Common Core Assessments

Through a hands-on approach, learn easily-integrated 
classroom strategies that help students meet 
benchmarks on Common Core-aligned EXPLORE, 
PLAN, and ACT assessments .  Discussion includes 
how to tailor strategies for specific subjects and 
improve reading skills as required by CCSS and the 
assessments . Join us and help students be 21st 
century college-and-career ready .

Presenter:   Sheba Lowe Brown 
Education Consultant 
sheba@aplushigherscores.com

Location:   BLANDWOOD

99 .  Practical Guidelines to Increase  
Family Engagement

This presentation discusses research on family 
engagement and provides five steps for creating 
partnerships with families . The steps set the stage  
for a collaborative relationship: (a) establish 
communication with families; (b) determine the level  
of partnerships; (c) seek involvement from families;  
(d) implement the plan; (e) evaluate progress .

Presenter:   Kelli Staples 
Teacher 
Guilford 
kellistaples@gmail.com

Location:   AUDITORIUM I

100 .  Smart Goals:  Data, Results, and  
21st Century Expectations

Are your goals for student learning Specific and 
Strategic, Measurable, Achievable, Results-oriented 
and Time-bound? Do data-driven SMART Goals help 
teachers and students articulate and believe they  
can achieve the highest 21st Century expectations?  
Spend 90 minutes in this session and leave with 
SMART Goals that make sense!

Presenter:   Joyce Gardner 
Consultant 
NCDPI 
joyciegardner@gmail.com

Location:   AUDITORIUM II

101 .  LinguaFolio:  A Formative Assessment Tool 
Documenting Student Growth

LinguaFolio, a formative assessment tool for all 
language learners, is implemented in ESL and 
world language programs, including dual language/
immersion and heritage language programs . This 
session will showcase how educators use LinguaFolio 
to transform learning for 21st century globally 
competitive students and includes information about 
ongoing research and international collaborations .

Presenter:   Charlotte “Nadja” Trez 
Consultant 
NCDPI 
nadja.trez@dpi.nc.gov

Location:   AUDITORIUM III

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 5  •  10:00 AM – 11:30 AM

SESSION CANCELLED
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108 .  Career & College Promise:  Helping  
Students Succeed

Two years after its initial implementation, the  
Career & College Promise program still is occasionally 
misunderstood by principals and counselors . This 
session offers a review of key program requirements, 
operations, and updates regarding recent changes . 
This session is ideal for administrators and middle and 
high school principals and counselors .

Presenter:   Rob Hines 
Director 
NCDPI 
rob.hines@dpi.nc.gov

Location:   GUILFORD D

109 .  Imagine Learning and Read to Achieve

Imagine Learning is an innovative language and 
literacy software for all students in pre-K through third 
grade . Through nearly 4,000 engaging and adaptive 
activities, students master essential reading and 
speaking skills, including academic language . Learn 
how your students will soar to success with Read to 
Achieve using Imagine Learning .

Presenter:   Lori Burns 
Curriculum Specialist 
lori.burns@ImagineLearning.com

Location:   HERITAGE

 
 
110 .  American Promise – Conversations

An extraordinary documentary about race, family 
and education “American Promise” follows two boys 
from kindergarten through high school .  This session 
will feature conversations with filmmaker Dr . Joe 
Brewster, along with education leaders and policy 
strategists from across North Carolina . This event is 
a collaboration with the award-winning documentary 
series POV (www .pbs .org/pov) . Producers: Joe 
Brewster and Michéle Stephenson .

Presenter:   Joe Brewster 
Filmmaker, American Promise

Location:   IMPERIAL A

105 .  Teacher Evaluation: Strengthening  
Rater Reliability

Participants will take a deep dive into Standard 4 of  
the NC Professional Teaching Standards through 
analysis of elements and descriptors, video 
observations, and discussion of evidences . Participants 
will analyze and evaluate data and evidences which 
inform teacher ratings of proficient, accomplished,  
and distinguished .

Presenter:   Tara Patterson 
Consultant 
NCDPI 
tara.patterson@dpi.nc.gov

Location:   CAROLINA

106 .  Leadership Lessons from the Wizard of Oz!

Transform your culture through introspection, rotations, 
translations, and investment! Avoid complacency and 
naysayers in order to implement site specific driving 
educational forces . Use deep questioning and activities 
to lead PLCs and administrators along the path of 
clearly recognizing needs, trends, feeder alignment, 
and next steps to foster student achievement .

Presenter:   Susanne Long 
Director 
Onslow 
susanne.long@onslow.k12.nc.us

Location:   CEDAR A

107 .  So Much to Teach, So Little Time .   
Help Me, Home Base!

How do educators align NC Standard Course of Study 
(NCSCoS) expectations with classroom structures, 
data interpretation, and available resources to impact 
student learning with so little time?  Explore resources 
available on Home Base to support instruction aligned 
with the NCSCoS and ways to collaborate with 
colleagues across the state .

Presenter:   Joyce Gardner 
Consultant 
NCDPI 
joyce.gardner@dpi.nc.gov

Location:   CEDAR C

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 5  •  10:00 AM – 11:30 AM
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114 .  Home Base: Grouping Students for 
Remediation and Acceleration

Participants will use Schoolnet reports to identify 
student groups based on data generated from 
formative assessments . Learn how to assign activities 
and resources in Schoolnet based on student need  
and how to brainstorm instructional strategies for 
remediation and acceleration .

Presenter:   Amy Blake-Lewis 
Education Consultant 
NCDPI 
amy.blake-lewis@dpi.nc.gov

Location:   OAK A

115 .  Literacy for Life:  21st Century Learning 
Progressions

Discover how to map the path to authentic literacy in 
all disciplines for all students by using the learning 
progressions contained in the CCSS .  Differentiated 
approaches for using learning progressions to  
improve instruction and achievement will be modeled 
and explained .

Presenter:   Heidi Elmoustakim 
District Administrator 
Durham 
heidi.elmoustakim@dpsnc.net

Location:  OAK C

116 .  Syllabication Instruction:  The Solution to  
Decoding Problems

Syllabication instruction improves decoding abilities 
that lead to increased reading comprehension skills 
(Diliberto, Beattie, Flowers, & Algozzine, 2009) . 
This presentation discusses decoding strategies 
for empowering middle and high school struggling 
readers . Attendees will learn how to implement the 
strategies in various content areas to support the 
curriculum in place .

Presenter:   Jennifer Diliberto 
Associate Professor 
Greensboro College 
jdiliberto@greensboro.edu

Location:   PEBBLE BEACH

 
111 .  Gradebook Training

This session will give step by step instructions on 
how to setup your PowerTeacher Gradebook, using 
both the grade setup tab and other setups needed for 
Gradebook to calculate correctly .

Presenter:   Rosalyn Galloway 
Data Manager 
NCDPI 
rosalyn.galloway@dpi.nc.gov

Location:   IMPERIAL D

 
 
 
112 .  Transformation of Instructional Leaders

Participants in this session will explore the transformative 
nature of instructional leadership as the Common Core 
State Standards journey continues .  Engage in calibrating 
with other educators in determining Common Core “look 
fors,” building leadership capacity, and supporting quality 
teaching and learning with Common Core standards .

Presenter:   Amelia Massengill-McLeod 
Education Consultant 
NCDPI 
amelia.mcleod@dpi.nc.gov

Location:   MEADOWBROOK

113 .  Bring it on!  Successful 21st Century  
Classroom Strategies

With an increased focus on STEM subjects, educators 
must incorporate creativity, collaboration, and critical 
thinking into learning for all students . This interactive 
session introduces strategies to create a 21st century 
classroom environment that supports Common Core 
standards, technology/interactive media, innovation, 
and collaboration, all within the context of teaching 
and learning .

Presenter:   Miriam Townsend 
Education Consultant 
Marlyvia Academy of All Stars Today, Inc. 
mtownsend220@gmail.com

Location:   MOREHEAD

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 5  •  10:00 AM – 11:30 AM
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CONCURRENT SESSIONS

120 .  It Takes a Village:  A Model of  
Community Collaboration

Community partnerships are crucial in the development 
of globally productive citizens in the 21st Century . By 
utilizing best practices in partnership collaboration, 
the Pitt County Schools’ Health Sciences Academy 
is a model program that motivates students toward 
academic success and college and career readiness .

Presenter:   Tara Parker 
District Administrator 
Pitt 
parker@pitt.k12.nc.us

Location:   TURNBERRY

 
121 .  Preparing Students for a World that  
We Know Little About

What are we doing to prepare our students for careers 
that may not yet exist, in worlds that may not even 
exist? Should we be listening to educators, politicians, 
or employers? This eye-opening presentation 
examines job market trends, high-demand skills,  
and economic globalization .

Presenter:  Chris Droessler 
Consultant 
NCDPI 
chris.droessler@dpi.nc.gov

Location:   VICTORIA A

 
122 .  Myth Busters:  Matching How We Teach  
with How Students Learn

Educators often employ pedagogical strategies 
based on theories that are thoughtful but not well-
supported by empirical research . Building off of 
educators’ experiences, this presentation facilitates a 
collaborative discussion, identifying certain practices 
to be more evidence-based and other practices more 
like myths . Topics will include learning styles and self-
regulated learning .

Presenter:  William Jackson 
Graduate Student and Education Consultant 
University of North Carolina-Chapel Hill 
wpjackso@email.unc.edu

Location:   VICTORIA B

 
117 .  Fighting for Our Children . . .Education Is a Must!

One million students drop out of school annually 
resulting in society searching for various ways to 
assist students in the quest of earning a high school 
diploma . This session will highlight the effectiveness 
of alternative educational practices to increase student 
success (i .e . mentoring, community service, effective 
teachers and administrators) .

Presenter:   Vernon Lowery 
Principal 
Cumberland 
vernonlowery@ccs.k12.nc.us

Location:   PINEHURST

118 .  Standards-Aligned Instruction:  Purposeful 
and Powerful

How can you design purposeful and powerful instruction 
aligned with the Common Core and Essential Standards? 
Examine the proven, versatile, six-step Teaching for 
I .M .P .A .C .T . Model that will help you support the 
academic growth of all students by defining specific 
instructional goals, planning targeted learning 
experiences, and assessing desired learning outcomes .

Presenter:   Sara Simmons 
Associate Professor, School of Education 
The University of North Carolina at Pembroke 
sara.simmons@uncp.edu

Location:   SANDPIPER

119 .  Thinking Instruction to Increase  
Student Achievement

For ten years program evaluations of Project Bright Idea 
have shown that thinking skills and Habits of Mind 
instruction, infused into NCSCOS lessons, improves 
reading, writing, and mathematics achievement and 
increases minority student access to advanced 
programs . This session examines the thinking strategies, 
instructional methods, and student outcomes .

Presenter:   Sandra Parks 
Education Consultant 
Bright Idea Project 
sandparks@bellsouth.net

Location:   TANGLEWOOD

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 5  •  10:00 AM – 11:30 AM
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CONCURRENT SESSIONS

123 .  Curriculum & Discipline – The Classroom Dance

GREAT principals spend time supervising because 
their GREAT teachers are empowered to manage 
behavior on their own . Help students be accountable 
for their behavior and responsible for their education . 
Learn strategies to use NOW, proven to INCREASE test 
scores and DECREASE discipline . Learn how to get the 
time to teach!

Presenter:  Margaret Paladino 
Education Consultant 
Union 
margaretpaladino@timetoteach.com

Location:   VICTORIA C

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 5  •  10:00 AM – 11:30 AM



RESOURCES 
& NOTES
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The NCDPI Instructional Technology Division has sharpened the focus upon the components necessary for 
successful teaching and learning . For this reason, the division is now the NCDPI Division of Digital Teaching 
and Learning . Never has technology-enabled teaching and learning been about the tools . It’s about the 
process of meeting students where they are, and moving those students forward utilizing methods that 
most facilitate success .

This division is responsible for providing support and guidance for our state’s effective use of the 21st 
century school library and instructional technology programs . Our initiatives are strategically aligned 
with READY and the SBE goals, and both state and national technology plans . We have leveraged the 
use of the established statewide system of support, as we foster new practices of mind and profession, 
utilizing the North Carolina Learning Technology Initiative (NCLTI), NC Education Cloud, and 21st 
Century assessment . This plan is designed to assist in building capacity for effective use of technology 
and support for 21st century teaching and learning in North Carolina classrooms . Our goals embrace 
the integration of Information Technology Essential Standards, Instructional Technology Facilitator 
Standards, and Media Coordinator Standards . These constructs are designed utilizing the national 
standards for Media and Technology .

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY ESSENTIAL STANDARDS

The Essential Standards for Information and Technology (ITES) are based on the Revised Bloom’s 
Taxonomy and are meant to be broad, rather than specific . The International Society for Technology 
in Education (ISTE) NETS and AASL Standards for 21st Century Learners are incorporated throughout . 
These standards are a blend of the previously separate Computer/Technology Standard Course of Study 
and Information Skills Standard Course of Study . The new ITES should be taught by classroom teachers, 
working in collaboration with Media Coordinators and Technology Facilitators . The ITES should not be 
taught as if they were isolated skills, but embedded within the context of other curriculum . 

Sources of Information – The student classifies and recalls useful sources of information, 
evaluating the sources based on specific criteria . Problem solving skills are also impacted 
by the ability to evaluate these sources . Students identify sources based on their reliability, 
purpose, and topic .

Technology as a tool – Technology is used as a tool to reinforce classroom concepts and 
activities, as well as for accessing, organizing and sharing information .

Informational Text – This standard is a focus for students in kindergarten through fifth 
grades . The student understands the difference between informational text read for 
enjoyment vs . text read for information . The student applies strategies that are appropriate 
when reading informational text .

Research Process – The student understands the importance of utilizing good questions 
during the research process, and has internalized the steps necessary to conduct a simplified 
research process . Applications of this standard include individual research, whole-class 
research, project-based activities, and task completion .

Safe and Ethical Use – Students use information and technology resources responsibly and 
in an ethical manner .

DIGITAL TEACHING AND LEARNING
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SCHOOL LIBRARY MEDIA COORDINATOR AND INSTRUCTIONAL TECHNOLOGY FACILITATOR STANDARDS

These Standards were written to correlate with other national and state Standards and Guidelines 
including AASL, ISTE, Partnership for 21st Century Skills, ALA/AASL Standards for Initial Preparation 
of School Librarians, CCSSO’s Model Core Teaching Standards, NBPTS, the 2011 NC State School 
Technology Plan, IMPACT Guidelines, and State Board of Education priorities and policies .

The School Library Media Coordinator and Instructional Technology Facilitator Professional Standards 
include the following strands: 
 • demonstrates leadership, advocacy, and collaboration
 •  demonstrates knowledge of learners and learning and promotes effective instructional 

practices in a 21st century learning environment
 •  facilitates the implementation of a comprehensive 21st century library or instructional 

technology program
 • builds a learning environment that meets the instructional needs of all students
 • actively reflects on his/her practice

 

LINKS

 • Digital Teaching and Learning Home Page – http://www .ncpublicschools .org/dtl/ 
 • Information Technology Essential Standards – http://www .ncpublicschools .org/dtl/standards/ITES/
 • Intel Teach – http://www .ncpublicschools .org/dtl/Intel/
 • Media and Technology Resources – http://www .ncpublicschools .org/dtl/resources/media
 • Professional Standards – http://www .ncpublicschools .org/dtl/standards/professional/
  • Facebook – https://www .facebook .com/pages/NC-DPI-Instructional-Technology/78664310935
 • Twitter Hashtag –  #ncdpi_dtl
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WHAT IS DST?

The State Board has used RttT funding to scale up support for NC’s lowest-achieving schools by 
significantly expanding the NCDPI team that has been guiding successful turnaround and transformation 
work across the state since 2006 . 

NCDPI’s District and School Transformation (DST) team has been implementing a comprehensive program 
that provides targeted coaching support to low-performing schools in response to state and federal legislative 
requirements and state judicial and executive direction . RttT funding has enabled that team to expand to 
support 118 schools (the lowest-achieving 5% of elementary, middle, and high schools, and all high schools 
with a graduation rate below 60%) and 12 districts (the lowest-achieving 10% of NC school districts) . 

The goal of the RttT “Turning Around the Lowest Achieving Schools” (TALAS) work is to help these schools 
and districts develop their capacity to increase student achievement and sustain that improvement . The 
primary short-term objective of the TALAS work is to ensure that every school in the state has at least 60% 
of its students achieving academic proficiency and that every high school in the state has at least a 60% 
graduation rate . The long term aspiration is for the lowest-achieving 5% of schools to reach proficiency 
levels far exceeding 60% and for all high schools to have graduation rates approaching 100% . 

Each of the 118 TALAS schools was required to implement one of four USED-specified reform models 
(Turnaround, Transformation, Restart, or Closure) . To help the schools implement their chosen model 
strategically in order to build staff capacity and improve student performance, the NCDPI team provides 
each of the following: comprehensive needs assessments, on site coaching for district and school 
personnel, and a rigorous program of professional development for school leaders .

HOW DOES DST HELP TARGETED DISTRICTS AND SCHOOLS?
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ONGOING PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

NCDPI’s TALAS effort includes a series of 20 targeted professional development sessions for lowest-achieving 
school leaders over the course of the Race to the Top grant . In the 2013-14 school year, NCDPI has provided 
opportunities that built on sessions from year one (which focused on understanding the expectations of the 
grant and the USED models), year two (which focused on high impact strategies related to improving student 
achievement), and year three (which focused on helping schools and districts to recruit and retain high quality 
educators, use data to drive decision-making, and learn from school visits to observe successful strategies 
and processes that are currently implemented at other similar schools in North Carolina) .

The year four professional development has introduced concepts central to producing rapid gains in student 
achievement such as helping principals plan literacy instruction for their schools, understanding the needs 
of diverse learners (Exceptional Children, English Language Learners, African-American males), and visiting 
schools to hear about successful turnaround strategies from the principals implementing them .

HOW DOES DST SUPPORT OTHER RTTT INITIATIVES?

DST staff members have continued to coordinate with other RttT initiatives to align their work with the 
turnaround models supported by the DST staff . This includes regular meetings and discussions among 
staff administering the programs (NCTC, NTSP, RLAs) to share information and coordinate efforts to 
maximize the benefit for schools and their personnel .

DISTRICT AND SCHOOL TRANSFORMATION
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EDUCATOR EFFECTIVENESS

EDUCATOR EFFECTIVENESS DIVISION
The Educator Effectiveness Division (www .ncpublicschools .org/educatoreffectiveness) provides 
leadership, technical assistance, professional development resources, and consultative services to 
all public local education agencies (LEAs) and charter schools with the goal of improving student 
achievement through organizational development and professional learning . 

Recruitment services, educator scholarships and educator recognition programs enable North Carolina 
to recruit and retain high quality professionals in the education field . NC ranks first in the nation for the 
overall number of National Board Certified Teachers, over 20,122 . 

North Carolina’s Educator Effectiveness Model (www .ncpublicschools .org/effectiveness-model) is the 
implementation of the State Board of Education’s approved policies related to educator effectiveness . 
The State Board of Education and Department of Public Instruction are building upon the statewide 
North Carolina Educator Evaluation System to create an educator effectiveness model that recognizes 
great educators and provides targeted support for educators who want to improve their skills and 
knowledge . These new policies align with the State Board of Education’s belief that every child in North 
Carolina deserves an effective teacher and school leader . 

For more information, please email:  educatoreffectiveness@dpi .nc .gov .
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EDUCATOR EFFECTIVENESS

EDUCATOR EFFECTIVENESS OVERVIEW SCHOOL YEAR 2013-14
Per State Board of Education policy, each teacher should receive an evaluation during the 2013-14 
school year . A principal can complete a full evaluation (with ratings on Standards 1-5) or an  
abbreviated evaluation (with ratings on Standards 1 and 4) . Please note that a complete evaluation 
requires a summary rating form electronically signed by the principal in the online North Carolina 
Educator Evaluation System . 

At the beginning of the 2014-15 school year, each teacher will receive a Standard Six rating based on 
student growth data from the previous school year . Only teachers in the chart below will receive 
Standard Six ratings based on student growth data of their own students in their own grades/
subjects and courses . Student growth data from 2013-14 will only count toward overall effectiveness 
statuses of in need of improvement, effective, or highly effective for these educators .

GROUP OF TEACHERS DETERMINATION OF STANDARD SIX

K-2 teachers Beginning-of-Year and End-of-Year Text Reading and Comprehension 
results from mCLASS: Reading 3D used to measure growth

Grade 3 teachers Beginning-of-Grade and End-of-Grade Reading/English Language 
Arts assessments used to measure growth

Grades 4-8 English Language 
Arts, Science, Social Studies, 
and Mathematics teachers

End-of-Grade assessments and NC Final Exams (if needed) used to 
measure growth 
Note: no pre-assessments required

Grades 6-8 Career and 
Technical Education teachers

Module-level pre- and post-assessments used to measure growth

Grades 9-12 English 
Language Arts, Science, 
Social Studies, and 
Mathematics teachers

End-of-Course assessments and NC Final Exams used to measure 
growth 
Note: no pre-assessments required

Grades 9-12 Career and 
Technical Education teachers

Career and Technical Education Assessments used to measure growth 
Note: pre-assessments required for some courses

Teachers of the following grades/subjects and courses will receive Standard Six ratings based on 
school-wide growth only . Student growth data from 2013-14 will not count toward overall effectiveness 
statuses of in need of improvement, effective, or highly effective for these educators .

•  Occupational Course of Study  •  World Languages

•  Healthful Living  •  Arts Education

•  Advanced Placement Courses  •  International Baccalaureate Courses

•  Extended Content Standards
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The NCDPI Exceptional Children Division (http://ec .ncpublicschools .gov) provides support and guidance 
for our state’s Exceptional Children programs . Initiatives are strategically aligned to our State Board goals 
and the Race to the Top (RttT) efforts at the agency and in LEAs across the state . The following provides a 
highlight of initiatives that represent Division priorities:

THE NORTH CAROLINA STATE IMPROVEMENT PROJECT (NCSIP) – Funded through a grant awarded 
by the US Department of Education, Office of Special Education Programs, NCSIP provides teachers 
professional development to improve the quality and effectiveness of literacy and mathematics instruction 
for students with disabilities . There is clear and extensive research evidence supporting our belief that the 
vast majority of students with disabilities can read, write, and demonstrate math skills on grade level when 
appropriate, research-validated effective instructional practices are utilized . The growing NCSIP network 
includes: 

 • 94 NCSIP sites that focus on research-based reading and writing instruction 
 • 51 NCSIP sites that focus on research-based mathematics instruction  
 • 2 Institutions of Higher Education

Project information and training event details are located on the NCSIP website at: http://www .ncsip .org . 

POSITIVE BEHAVIOR INTERVENTION AND SUPPORT (PBIS) – The primary purpose of the state’s PBIS effort 
is to work with LEAs to establish a systematic approach that reinforces clear behavioral expectations .  This 
is done through extensive personnel development and systems change . LEAs work to integrate their Safe 
Schools Plans, Character Education efforts and strategies, and discipline efforts in order to make schools 
caring and safe communities for learning .  The work focuses on impacting the learning environments in the 
schools to support high student performance and to reduce behavioral problems .  Evidence-based practices 
within this work include:  

 • adoption of a common approach to discipline that is proactive, instructional, and outcome-based; 
 • utilizing data to guide decision making;
 • establishing a school team that looks at the entire school campus and the whole school day;
 • focusing on the education of all students, even students with challenging behaviors; and
 • teaching social behavior using effective instructional methodology . 

For additional information, visit http://www .ncpublicschools .org/positivebehavior

AUTISM PROBLEM SOLVING TEAM MODULES – Consultants for Autism have created training modules to 
focus on building local capacity at the district level . Modules have been implemented for three years and 
there are approximately 97 districts and 10 charter schools accessing this training . Due to the success we 
have had, other states and the Department of Defense have requested access to these modules . Further 
information is located at:  http://ec .ncpublicschools .gov/disability-resources/autism-spectrum-disorders .

NORTH CAROLINA GOVERNOR’S SCHOOL – The Governor’s School of North Carolina is a five-week 
summer residential program for intellectually gifted high school students, integrating academic disciplines, 
the arts, and unique courses on each of two campuses . The curriculum focuses on the exploration of the 
most recent ideas and concepts in each discipline and does not involve credit, tests, or grades . For more 
information, visit http://www .ncgovschool .org .

EXCEPTIONAL CHILDREN DIVISION
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The Federal Program Monitoring and Support Division manages approximately $463,000,000 in federal 
funds provided to districts and schools each year . The primary role of the Division is to administer grants, 
monitor programs, collect and report data, and to facilitate the necessary technical assistance to ensure 
not only compliance, but quality programs for students . Compliance is the first step toward program 
quality; monitoring is the springboard to providing technical assistance .

WHY DO WE MONITOR?

1 . Building Relationships - We’re in this together .
 The Department of Public Instruction’s main objective is to raise student achievement for  

North Carolina’s public school children . Through cooperative assessment of the federal  
programs between the State and the local education agencies (LEAs), the quality of services  
to students will be strengthened and improved .

2 . Technical Assistance - We’re here to help .
 State monitoring team members provide technical assistance during the review visit and beyond .  

It is not the State’s intent to tell the LEA how to run its title programs, but rather to answer 
questions, facilitate dialogue, and exchange ideas and information for program improvement  
while, at the same time, meeting all federal requirements .

3 . Compliance - It’s the Law .
 Monitoring federal programs helps ensure that all children have a fair, equal, and significant 

opportunity to obtain a high-quality education . Compliance monitoring is intended to be a 
collaborative partnership between the State and LEAs and public charter schools to ensure 
compliance with the Elementary and Secondary Education Act .

HOW CAN WE HELP?

The Federal Program Monitoring and Support Division provides oversight for a number of programs and 
initiatives that contribute to the success of students in North Carolina each year . If you have questions 
about any of these programs or initiatives, please let us know .

FEDERAL PROGRAM MONITORING AND SUPPORT

Federally-funded Programs

• Title I (Economically Disadvantaged Youth)
• Title II (Improving Teacher Quality)
• Migrant Education Program (MEP)
• School Improvement Grants 1003a and  

1003g – NC Indistar®
• Neglected and Delinquent Programs
• 21st Century Community Learning Centers 

(21st CCLC)
• Rural Low-Income Schools (RLIS)
• Small Rural Schools Achievement Program 

(SRSA)
• McKinney-Vento Homeless Education Program
• Comprehensive Continuous Improvement Plan 

(CCIP) 

State Initiatives
• Superintendent’s Parent Advisory Council 
• Family and Community Engagement
• Textbook Adoption

Federal Initiatives

• ESEA Flexibility for Priority, Focus and  
Reward Schools

• National Title I Distinguished Schools Program
• Federal Teacher Loan Forgiveness Program
• Comparability Reporting
• Prayer Certification
• Ed-Flex Authority
• Consolidated Federal Data Collection System 

(CFDC)
• Migrant Student Interstate Exchange Initiative 

(MSIX)
• Profile and Performance Information Collection 

System (PPICS)
• Committee of Practitioners (COP)
• Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973
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NATIONAL TITLE I DISTINGUISHED SCHOOLS OF NORTH CAROLINA

2000  Beech Mountain Elementary Avery County Schools 
Goldsboro Middle Wayne County Schools 
Walnut Elementary Madison County Schools

2001  Freedom Trail Elementary Avery County Schools
 Waccamaw Elementary Brunswick County Schools
 East Elementary Cleveland County Schools
 Carthage Elementary Moore County Schools

2002 Arthur Edwards Elementary Craven County Schools
 Englewood Elementary Nash-Rocky Mount Public Schools

2003 Atlantic Elementary Carteret County Schools

2004 Hunter Elementary Guilford County Schools
 Lockhart Elementary Wake County Public School System

2005 Rutherford College Elementary Burke County Schools
 W .M . Irvin Elementary Cabarrus County Schools

2006 Clearmont Elementary Yancey County Schools
 Saint Stephens Elementary Catawba County Schools

2007 Eastover Central Elementary Cumberland County Schools
 A .B . Combs Elementary Wake County Public School System

2008 Longview Elementary Hickory City Schools
 Morehead City Primary Carteret County Schools

2009 First Flight Elementary Dare County Schools
 Forestville Road Elementary Wake County Public School System

2010 South End Elementary Rockingham County Schools
 District 7 Elementary Cumberland County Schools

2011 Kingswood Elementary Wake County Public School System
 Laurel Hill Elementary Scotland County Schools

2012 Dana Elementary Henderson County Schools
 Stones Creek Elementary Person County Schools

2013 Oak Hill Elementary Guilford County Schools
 Bethel Elementary Haywood County Schools

2014 Calvin Wiley Elementary Guilford County Schools  
 Jonathan Valley Elementary Haywood County Schools

FEDERAL PROGRAM MONITORING AND SUPPORT
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KEY POINTS TO UNDERSTAND FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT IN NORTH CAROLINA

This is a brief listing of the attributes and key features of effective formative assessment as presented in 
NC FALCON .  More information is available in the paper, Attributes of Effective Formative Assessment, 
coordinated by Sarah McManus for the CCSSO FAST SCASS .  

North Carolina adopted the following definition of formative assessment:

“Formative assessment is a process used by teachers and students during instruction that 
provides feedback to adjust ongoing teaching and learning to improve intended instructional 
outcomes” (CCSSO FAST SCASS, 2006) .

LEARNING TARGETS

• Subparts of the objective or standard
• Measurable achievement expectations of what students should know and be able to do  

in no more than one or two lessons
• Written in student friendly language
 Note:  Student friendly language may or may not include “I can…” statements
• Communicated to students

CRITERIA FOR SUCCESS

• Identify what students need to do during the learning process to meet the learning target(s)
• Provide an understanding of what quality work looks like
• Should be written in student friendly language
 Note:  Student friendly language may or may not include “I will statements…”
• Communicated to students

DOCUMENTING EVIDENCE OF LEARNING

• Ways to record evidence of student learning
• Should be aligned with learning target(s) and criteria for success
• Documenting evidence of learning is not graded

Examples may include but are not limited to: check lists, mental notes, symbolic indicators  
on seating charts or rosters, matrices with names and learning tasks as rows and columns,  
audio/video recordings, “my progress” forms, conference notes, etc.

DESCRIPTIVE FEEDBACK 

• Helps students know where they are in their learning and how to improve learning with respect  
to learning targets and the criteria for success

• Highlights which criteria for success have been met and which criteria need to be met
• Descriptive feedback is not graded or evaluative

Examples may include but are not limited to: sticky notes to mark work, comment markers like 
highlighting, circling, or underlining to identify links to learning targets, guidelines, rubrics, oral  
or written information provided to the student, etc.

SELF-ASSESSMENT

• Opportunity for students to think about their learning in a reflective way using identified learning 
targets and criteria for success

LEARNING SYSTEMS
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PEER-ASSESSMENT

• Opportunity for students to think about the work of their peers using identified learning targets  
and criteria for success

COLLABORATION

• Opportunity for students to work as partners in learning
• Opportunity for students and teachers to work as partners in learning

MISCONCEPTIONS

• Identification of misconceptions that students may have toward identified learning targets
• A plan to address misconceptions should be included in the instructional plan

Examples of formative assessment plans specifically designed around these attributes and key points  
can be found in NC FALCON under Formative Assessment Plans:  
https://center .ncsu .edu/nc/course/view .php?id=169921

For more information about NC FALCON and formative assessment:  
http://www .ncpublicschools .org/homebase/learning/falcon/



2014 COLLABORATIVE CONFERENCE FOR STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT 57

The North Carolina Department of Public Instruction’s Office of Early Learning believes a strongly aligned, 
high-quality early learning experience increases success for all children in school and in life . Therefore, 
we exist to collaboratively reform and support a more coherent and aligned approach to teaching and 
learning from early care and education to the primary grades and beyond . 

We accomplish this by:

 •  developing and implementing a coordinated strategy to align early care and education and 
kindergarten through grade 3 policies and practices

 •  serving our stakeholders as we listen, research, inform, and coordinate efforts across the birth to 
grade 3 continuum  

 •  promoting high-quality teaching and learning that supports the whole child, including their 
developmental, cultural, and linguistic needs

This approach will help us achieve our vision that each child is honored, respected, and empowered to 
achieve success in school and life .

OEL PROGRAMS

 • Early Learning Challenge Grant, K-3 Assessment

 • Pre-K Exceptional Children, 619

 • Head Start-State Collaboration Office

 • Pre-K Title I

 • Early Intervention Program for the Deaf – Hard of Hearing

 • Governor Morehead Preschool for the Visually Impaired

North Carolina Office of Early Learning, 301 N . Wilmington Street, Raleigh, NC 27601 
Mailing: 2075 Mail Service Center, Raleigh, NC 27699-2075 
Phone: (919) 807-3946  
Web: http://www .ncpublicschools .org/earlylearning/ 

OFFICE OF EARLY LEARNING (OEL)
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ACT  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Carl Forbes  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . carl .forbes@act .org

Amplify  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Debbie Owens .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . dowens@amplify .com

Benchmark Education Company  .  .  .  .  .  . Rebecca Lewis  .  .  .  .  .  .  . rebecca@ncliteracy .com

Classworks .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Maria Boyd  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . mboyd@classworks .com

Curriculum Associates  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Pam Daniels .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . pdaniels@cainc .com

Delaney Educational Enterprises, Inc . .  . Carole Williams .  .  .  .  .  .  . kwyatt@deebooks .com

Discount School Supply  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Barbara Wolfmueller  .  . bwolfmueller@discountschoolsupply .com

East Educational Services, Inc .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Ken East  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . keast@east .bz

EverFi, Inc .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Alice Wagner  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . alice@everfi .com

Felt Lady & Make-A-Plate  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Michelle Powell  .  .  .  .  .  .  . gidgetpowell@me .com

Generation Ready .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Andrew Lombardo  .  .  .  . andrew .lombardo@generationready .com

Hameray Publishing Group .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Bob Lee  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . bglee@nc .rr .com

Home Base  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Sarah McManus  .  .  .  .  .  . sarah .mcmanus@dpi .nc .gov

IEES Inc ./Heinemann  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Joyce Kohfeldt  .  .  .  .  .  .  . dkohfeldt@aol .com

Imagine Learning  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Brett Craig  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . shelly .scofield@imaginelearing .com

It’s About Time  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Jeff England  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . jengland@iat .com

JRL Enterprises, Inc  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Tugay Angay  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . tangay@icanlearn .com

Learning A-Z  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Cindy Holley  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . cynthia .holley@learninga-z .com

McGraw Hill Education  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Kedrick Lewis  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . kedrick .lewis@mheducation .com

Measurement Incorporated  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Elizabeth Price .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . eprice@measinc .com

My Educational Partners .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Amber Harlow .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . amberharlow@myedupartners .com

National Assessment of  
Educational Progress (NAEP)   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Iris Garner  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . igarner@dpi .nc .gov

National Geographic Learning  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Kate Norton  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . kate .norton@cengage .com

NC State Employees’ Credit Union  .  .  .  . Kelli Cheatham  .  .  .  .  .  .  . kelli .cheatham@ncsecu .org

Norma Jewlry and Accessories  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Norma Ramnath  .  .  .  .  .  . normareah@yahoo .com

North Carolina New Schools  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Jodi Anderson .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . janderson@ncnewschools .org

NWEA  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Jeanine Edwards  .  .  .  .  . jeanine .edwards@nwea .org

Pearson  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Lloyd Jones  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . lloyd .jones@pearson .com

Pearson Clinical Assessment  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Gail C . Rodin  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . gail .rodin@pearson .com

Sadlier .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Loren Breland  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . loren@hickoryhill .us

Teacher Created Materials  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Anna Lavelle  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . alavelle@tcmpub .com

The Imagifriends  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . DJ Svoboda .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . djjw9221@earthlink .net

Thinking Maps .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Donna Coon .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . dcoon@thinkingmaps .com

DIRECTORY OF EXHIBITORS
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CONFERENCE PLANNING COMMITTEE

Carol Short  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Curriculum

Carolyn Guthrie  .  .  .  .  .  .  . K-3 Literacy

Cleon Felton  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Federal Program Monitoring

Debora Williams .  .  .  .  .  .  . ASIS

Dreama McCoy .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Exceptional Children

Freda Lee  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Educator Effectiveness

Helena Coston  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . ASIS

Ira Wolfe  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Exceptional Children

Jan Ruiz  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Office of Early Learning

Jennifer Sims  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Instructional & EC Services

Jody Koon .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Office of Early Learning

Joe Simmons  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Behavioral Support & Special Programs

Johnny Wilson  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Test Development

Julian Nichols-Wilson  .  . Digital Teaching and Learning

Julie Malcolm .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . District & School Transformation

Kenneth Kitch  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Support Services

Linda Lay .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Curriculum

Loretta Wilson  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Accountability Services

Mary Russell .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Educator Effectiveness

Michael Hickman  .  .  .  .  .  . Regional Leads

Petrina Linder  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . K-3 Literacy

Quentin Parker  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Enterprise Application Development

Steve Beachum  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Transportation Services

Yvette Stewart  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Educator Effectiveness

REGISTRARS

CONFERENCE COMMITTEE

ON-SITE:

Amy Betsill

Celia Atkison

Helena Coston

Linda Crouch

Petrina Linder

Rick Klein

PRE-REGISTRATION:

Alisa McLean

Althea Taylor

Ana Cuomo

Beth Credle

Christine Kreider

Dan Davis

Deborah Graham

Emma Braaten

Jamie Stroud

Jo Beth Clark

Kathleen Henry

Kay Campany

Keith Flynn

Ken Babineaux

Kendra March

Kim Shropshire

LaTeshia Lennon

Lisa Pierce

Lisa Younce

Lucy Eaton

Mary Russell

Meta Hodges

Michele Robinson

Myisha Warren

Sara English

Saysha Carter

Susan Sellers

Windy Dorsey
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Level 2
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Level 1
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Auditorium

 
13

Auditorium

Auditorium
Auditorium

ENTRY
“E”

ENTRY “F”

ENTRY “G”ENTRY “G”

6
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8
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10
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12

14

15
1617

18 19

20

23
2124
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22

To North 
Lobby

26

29

27

32 33

31

ENTRY
“B”

ENTRY
“A”

28

50

30

34 Birch
35 Reservations
36 Oak
37 Cedar
38 Sales and Catering
39 Fitness Center

 1 Hotel Registration
 2 Auditorium I
 3 Convention Desk
 4 Convention Desk
 5 Concierge
 6 Imperial Ballroom
 7 The Bar Down Under
 8 Skylite Café
 9 Convention Desk
 10 Convention Desk
 11 Café Expresso
 12 Gift Shop
 13 Prefunction Area
 14 Auditorium II
 15 Convention Desk
 16 Convention Desk
 17 Auditorium III
 18 Cardinal
 19 Guilford Ballroom
 20 Carolina
 21 Gate City
 22 Old North
 23 Blandwood
 24 Morehead
 25 Biltmore

 26 Club Fifth Season
 27 The Brass Bar
 28 Joseph’s Restaurant
 29 Link@Sheraton
 30 Administration 
 31 The Connection Bar
 32 Indoor Pool
 33 Outdoor Pool

Level 3
 

40 Heritage
41 Olympia
42 Turnberry
43 Pinehurst
44 Bear Creek
45 Marsh Harbour
46 Edgewood
47 Meadowbrook
48 Links
49 McCormick
50 Sawgrass
51 Colony
52 Prefunction Area
53 Riverdale
54 Oyster Bay
55 Arrowhead
56 Eastmoreland
57 Auditorium 
58 St. Andrews
59 Torry Pines
60 Pebble Beach
61 Edinburgh
62 Augusta
63 Grandover
64 Tidewater
65 Sandpiper
66 Tanglewood
67 Blue Ashe
68 Victoria Ballroom

39



Accountability Services 
http://www .ncpublicschools .org/accountability

Academically and Intellectually Gifted 
http://www .ncpublicschools .org/academicservices/gifted

Career and Technical Education 
http://www .ncpublicschools .org/cte

Cooperative Innovative High School Programs  
http://www .ncpublicschools .org/academicservices/cihs

Digital Teaching and Learning 
http://www .ncpublicschools .org/dtl

District and School Transformation 
http://www .ncpublicschools .org/schooltransformation

Educator Effectiveness 
http://www .ncpublicschools .org/educatoreffectiveness

Exceptional Children 
http://ec .ncpublicschools .gov

 
Federal Program Monitoring and Support 

http://www .ncpublicschools .org/academicservices/monitoring

Graduation and Dropout Prevention 
http://www .ncpublicschools .org/dropout

K-3 Literacy 
http://www .ncpublicschools .org/k-3literacy

K-12 Curriculum and Instruction 
http://www .ncpublicschools .org/curriculum

Learning Systems 
http://www .ncpublicschools .org/homebase/learning

Office of Early Learning Pre-K–3 
http://www .ncpublicschools .org/earlylearning

Academic Services and Instructional Support
Rebecca Garland, Chief Academic Officer

Evaluate each session you attend at 
http://goo.gl/IfHUXm or scan the QR code. 
 
Thank you for your feedback.


