Preserve America History Teacher of the Year Award 

The Gilder Lehrman Institute of American History conducts the Preserve America History Teacher of the Year award program as part of its larger effort to promote the study and love of American history. The award is co-sponsored by the Gilder Lehrman Institute of American History, Preserve America, and HISTORY™. Started in 2004, the award celebrates outstanding American history teachers at the state and national level. The Preserve America History Teacher of the Year is chosen from finalists in each of the fifty states, the District of Columbia, Department of Defense schools, and U.S. Territories. 

In 2011, the award will be open to any full-time elementary teacher of grades K-6 who teaches social studies with a focus on American History (including local and state history). 

The following criteria will be used to select each state winner and the national winner: 

• At least three years of classroom experience in teaching American history. 

• A deep career commitment to teaching American history. 

• Evidence of creativity and imagination in the classroom that addresses literacy and content beyond state standards. 

• Close attention to primary documents, artifacts, historic sites, and other primary materials of history, including oral history. 

• Evidence of thoughtful assessment of student achievement and progress. 

The Social Studies section of the North Carolina Department of Public Instruction’s Curriculum, Instruction and Technology Division requests that you thoughtfully nominate a teacher in your school district that meets the above criteria. 

All nominations must be submitted on the Gilder Lehrman website at: http://www.gilderlehrman.org/education/htoy_overview.php
Nominators must include contact information for the nominee and a short statement indicating why the nominee is an outstanding teacher of American history. Nominations can be made by a department or division head, school director, social studies director, principal, superintendent, student, or parent. The deadline for all nominations is Monday, February 1, 2011. 

Shortly after they are nominated, all nominees will be contacted by e-mail and will be invited to submit supporting material to the GLI office to be considered for a state award. 

If you have further questions, please contact Jolene Ethridge, North Carolina Coordinator for History Teacher of the Year, at jethridge@dpi.state.nc.us or call 919-807-3862.

