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Dual & Heritage Language programs include Dual Language/Immersion (DLI) and heritage language programs. In DLI programs, 
students are taught academic content in two languages, English and the target language, so that they master subject content 
from other disciplines and become bilingual and biliterate. Heritage language programs are designed for students who have 
home backgrounds in a language other than English or come from other immersion experiences, formal or informal, so that 
they can maintain their heritage language, develop literacy skills, and bridge into advanced modern language courses.

WORLD LANGUAGE ESSENTIAL STANDARDS
The North Carolina World Language Essential Standards (WLES) were adopted in 2010 by the NC State 
Board of Education (SBE) as the new state standards for languages within the North Carolina Standard 
Course of Study. The WLES are based on the American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages 
(ACTFL) National Standards and proficiency scale. The National Standards are commonly known as 
the “5 C’s” of Communication, Connections, Communities, Culture, and Comparisons.

In the WLES, these 5 C’s are woven together into strands 
and standards. The 4 standards of the WLES are:
 1) Interpersonal Communication,
 2) Interpretive Communication,
 3) Presentational Communication, and
 4) Culture.

The 3 strands are found in each proficiency 
level and standard of the WLES:
 • Connections to Language and Literacy, 
 • Connections to other Disciplines, and 
 • Communities.

In the ACTFL Proficiency Guidelines, each proficiency level 
has a description of what students can do with language at each level and 
with each communication skill. Skills progress at different levels, due to a 
number of factors, like: student motivation, continuity and quality of instruction, informal exposure to the 
language through travel or study abroad, accessing online resources for individual practice, etc.

In order to account for these variations, as well as to embed multiple entry points, the WLES are 
organized by proficiency level, rather than grade level. For each program, exit proficiency outcomes 
have been determined based on research and feedback from the field that show what students 
should know and be able to do when they hear, speak, read, or write the language.

CHARACTERISTICS OF DUAL & HERITAGE PROGRAMS

ACTFL PROFICIENCY SCALE

NL – Novice Low

NM – Novice Mid

NH – Novice High

IL – Intermediate Low

IM – Intermediate Mid

IH – Intermediate High

AL – Advanced Low

AM – Advanced Mid

AH – Advanced High

S – Superior

D – Distinguished

The WLES are based on the ACTFL 
proficiency scale above, which 
is used nationally. Proficiency 
levels are correlated to course exit 
expectations. Teachers work to grow 
students within a proficiency level 
and help them attain the next level 
through performance tasks.
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Dual Language/Immersion Programs
 •   DLI students in a two-way program are a mix of 

approximately 50% native English speakers and 
50%native speakers of the target language

 •   Partial or full immersion students are 
primarily native English speakers

 •   Developmental programs are for heritage 
speakers of the target language

 •   Programs typically begin in kindergarten 
and add one grade level per year until they 
articulate through middle and high school

 •   Research shows that EOG scores of DLI students 
are higher for all students regardless of race/
ethnicity, socioeconomic, LEP or special 
education status. In most cases, by middle 
school, students are scoring as high in Reading 
and Math achievement as non-dual language 
students at least a grade ahead of them.

Heritage Programs
 •   Students are heritage speakers, meaning they 

are able to speak a language other than English, 
and they develop, maintain, and enhance their 
proficiency in the heritage language

 •   Students improve literacy skills in the heritage 
language and transfer skills to English literacy

 •   In the past, heritage language courses were call-
ed Spanish for Native Speakers or SNS courses, 
but the Clarifying Objectives and exit proficiency 
expectations can be applied to any language

 •   High school credit Heritage Language Level I 
and II courses are a bridge to upper level 
language courses, such as Level IV or AP

 •   Heritage Language Level II is an honors course 
because it is equivalent to a Level III modern 
language course

A K-12 TEACHER EVALUATION SUPPORT TOOL FOR NCEES STANDARDS 1-5 
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DUAL & HERITAGE LANGUAGE PROGRAMS

IN THE DUAL & HERITAGE LANGUAGE 
CLASSROOM . . .
Dual language/immersion teachers are responsible for teaching both 
language and content. For elementary teachers, this means that they 
are trained and licensed as K-6 teachers, and secondary teachers 
have backgrounds in and are licensed in their specific content area. 
Both groups have advanced language proficiency and fluency with 
the academic language of their content area(s).

The NC Standard Course of Study is followed for all content area 
instruction. Due to the nature of language acquisition and the 
amount of time and practice needed in order to attain high levels of 
proficiency, by the end of 2nd grade in an immersion program, native 
English speaking students should be at the Novice High proficiency 
level. This means that they can create some sentences about familiar 
academic topics, but they cannot sustain sentence level speech 
and have a limited range of vocabulary and structures they can use. 
However, by the end of 5th grade, a student is expected to be at 
the Intermediate Mid proficiency level, which means they can have 
spontaneous conversations about familiar academic topics and are 
approaching paragraph level speech.

In Heritage Language courses, the focus is on building interpretive 
reading and presentational writing skills. Heritage speakers improve 
their literacy skills and understanding of their native or immersion 

language through these courses, which gives them access to upper 
level language courses and helps support English language learning. 
These courses may also be taken in grades 6-12 as immersion 
transition courses bridging K-5 dual language/immersion and honors 
level modern language courses in high school.

Heritage Language Level 1 is considered to be at the same level of 
rigor as a Modern Language Level II course and Heritage Language 
Level II is the same level as Modern Language Level III and therefore 
is an Honors level course.

APPROPRIATE EXPECTATIONS
Proficiency expectations for Dual Language/Immersion programs are presented as ranges at the end of each gradespan (K-2, 3-5, 6-8, 9-12) to 
accommodate the different DLI programs and the varying amounts of time spent learning academic content in the target language. For high 
school credit heritage language courses, proficiency expectations for both alphabetic and logographic languages are available. Tables like those 
posted below for heritage language courses can also be found in the WLES documents and in the WLES Toolkit at http://bit.ly/WLESTools

Heritage Language Exit Proficiency Expectations

ALPHABETIC LANGUAGES 

MODE & SKILL LEVEL I LEVEL II

Interpretive 
Listening

Intermediate 
Low

Intermediate 
Mid

Interpretive 

Reading
Novice 

Mid – High
Intermediate 

Low

Interpersonal 
Person-to-Person

Intermediate 
Low

Intermediate 
Mid

Presentational 
Speaking

Novice 
Mid – High

Intermediate 
Low

Presentational 
Writing

Novice Mid
Novice 

Mid – High

LOGOGRAPHIC LANGUAGES 

MODE & SKILL LEVEL I LEVEL II

Interpretive 
Listening

Novice 
High

Intermediate 
Low

Interpretive 

Reading
Novice 

Low – Mid
Novice 

High

Interpersonal 
Person-to-Person

Novice 
High

Intermediate 
Low

Presentational 
Speaking

Novice 
Mid – High

Novice High – 
Intermediate 

Low

Presentational 
Writing

Novice 
Low – Mid

Novice 
Mid – High

This tool provides support for  Standards 1-5 of the North Carolina Educator Evaluation System (NCEES).For information about Standard 6 
of the NCEES for World Language teachers, go to http://ncasw.ncdpi.wikispaces.net to learn about the Analysis of Student Work (ASW). 

MODERN LANGUAGE 
SEQUENCE FOR 

ENGLISH SPEAKERS

Level I

Level II

Level III

Level IV 
or other higher 

level courses

HERITAGE LANGUAGE 
SEQUENCE FOR 

NATIVE OR 
IMMERSION SPEAKERS

 

Heritage Level I

Heritage Level II






