
Home Base External Stakeholder Committee Notes 
Date and Time: Thursday, May 2, 2013 

Location: NCDPI, Raleigh NC	  
	  
In-‐person	  Attendees:	  Elizabeth	  Grovenstein;	  Shirley	  A.	  (standing	  in	  for	  Shirley	  
Prince);	  Matthew	  Etherington;	  Elic	  Senter;	  Tommy	  Macon;	  DeShawna	  Gooch	  
(standing	  in	  for	  Terri	  Mozingo);	  Jason	  Atkinson.	  Via	  webinar:	  Aaron	  Fleming;	  De	  
McKenzie;	  Debra	  Horton;	  Don	  Phipps;	  Jan	  Richardson;	  Jason	  McCormack;	  Jocelyn	  
Becoats;	  Jonathan	  Wade;	  Rebecca	  Reagan	  
	  
DPI	  Attendees:	  Angela	  Quick;	  Vanessa	  Jeter;	  LaVerne	  Weldon;	  Robert	  Sox;	  Kayla	  
Siler;	  Sarah	  McManus;	  Adam	  Levinson;	  Cynthia	  Crowdus;	  Mike	  Martin;	  Ben	  Comer;	  
Kathy	  Newbern	  
	  
Vendor	  Attendees:	  Christine	  Harlacker;	  Heather	  Hayes	  
	  
Welcome	  and	  Introductions	  
	  
Updates	  
Vanessa	  Jeter	  updated	  the	  committee	  about	  the	  new	  landing	  page	  and	  new	  
information	  on	  the	  Home	  Base	  website	  and	  the	  postcards	  that	  went	  out	  to	  all	  
teachers.	  
	  
Rollout	  
Mike	  Martin	  reviewed	  the	  products,	  cost,	  timeline,	  and	  rollout	  plan.	  	  
	  
Mathew	  Etherington:	  His	  district	  currently	  pays	  about	  $6/student	  for	  just	  
PowerSchool.	  
	  
Jason	  Atkinson:	  Noted	  that	  he	  thinks	  Home	  Base	  will	  be	  a	  great	  product	  and	  that	  the	  
cost	  is	  great.	  His	  district’s	  benchmark	  delivery	  system	  is	  more	  than	  $4	  for	  just	  that	  
piece.	  
	  
Sarah	  McManus:	  Reminded	  the	  attendees	  that	  anything	  above	  this	  initial	  content	  
will	  be	  at	  an	  additional	  cost.	  
	  
Jan	  Richardson:	  With	  the	  HRMS	  tool,	  CMS	  and	  Wake	  pay	  a	  flat	  amount	  rather	  than	  
true	  student	  ADM.	  	  Will	  this	  be	  considered	  for	  Home	  Base?	  Sarah	  McManus	  
indicated	  that	  she	  would	  ask	  Philip	  Price	  and	  get	  the	  group	  an	  answer.	  
	  
Durham	  asked	  about	  the	  contract	  term.	  Ben	  and	  Adam	  replied	  that	  it	  is	  at	  3	  years	  at	  
the	  $4.	  Adam	  will	  confirm	  when	  the	  $4	  ends.	  
	  
LaVerne	  Weldon	  noted	  that	  there	  are	  5,400	  Open	  Education	  Resources	  (OER)	  to	  
date.	  
	  



Mathew	  Etherington	  on	  TestNav:	  Talked	  about	  school-‐level	  logistical	  issues	  if	  not	  
everyone	  has	  a	  computer.	  	  	  
	  
Mathew	  Etherington	  asked	  about	  compatibility	  with	  Chromebooks	  and	  Chrome.	  Ben	  
Comer	  indicated	  that	  both	  will	  work	  with	  Home	  Base	  on	  everything	  except	  for	  high	  
stakes	  assessments	  at	  this	  time.	  Kayla	  Siler	  noted	  that	  the	  NCDPI	  is	  waiting	  for	  the	  
product	  update.	  Matthew	  Etherington	  asked	  whether	  grades	  will	  push	  to	  
PowerSschool,	  and	  Ben	  Comer	  confirmed	  that	  capability.	  
	  
Sarah	  McManus	  discussed	  PowerSource	  and	  the	  training	  plan	  for	  the	  instructional	  
improvement	  system	  components	  of	  Home	  Base.	  
	  
Jocelyn	  Becoats:	  PTEC	  has	  a	  training	  scheduled	  for	  June	  3rd	  and	  4th	  at	  the	  Coliseum.	  	  
She	  asked	  about	  the	  difference	  between	  these	  sessions	  and	  the	  training	  from	  June	  
24-‐July	  2.	  Sarah	  McManus	  explained	  that	  the	  LEA	  Implementation	  Workshops	  are	  
focused	  on	  district	  implementation	  planning	  whereas	  the	  June	  24-‐July	  2	  is	  actual	  
product	  training.	  	  	  
	  
Adam	  Levinson	  discussed	  the	  upcoming	  LEA-‐NCDPI	  partnership	  work.	  	  
	  
Integration	  of	  Applications	  and	  ClassScape	  
Ben	  Comer	  talked	  about	  integration	  of	  outside	  applications.	  
	  
Durham:	  They	  have	  invested	  3.5	  years	  in	  Achievement	  Series.	  They	  asked	  about	  
how	  soon	  they	  will	  have	  access	  to	  look	  at	  item	  banks	  in	  ClassScape	  and	  asked	  about	  
district	  banks	  versus	  classroom	  items.	  	  They	  asked	  whether	  teachers	  will	  have	  any	  
part	  of	  the	  process	  in	  vetting	  the	  items.	  Kayla	  provided	  ClassScape	  updates.	  
	  
Discussion	  and	  Questions	  
Jocelyn	  Beacoats:	  Guilford	  County	  Schools	  is	  getting	  the	  Home	  Base	  
communications.	  Her	  district’s	  practice	  is	  to	  communicate	  district	  plans	  before	  their	  
teachers	  hear	  about	  updates	  so	  they	  can	  have	  plans	  for	  their	  district	  
communications.	  
	  
Tommy	  Macon:	  Asked	  about	  common	  exams.	  Angela	  answered	  that	  NCDPI	  has	  plans	  
to	  include	  common	  exams	  at	  some	  point	  in	  the	  future.	  Macon	  would	  like	  them	  
included.	  Quick	  noted	  that	  NCDPI	  is	  also	  looking	  at	  Reading	  3d.	  
	  
Jocelyn	  Becoats:	  Her	  district	  is	  willing	  to	  share	  their	  training	  plans	  with	  other	  
districts.	  	  
	  
Jonathon	  Wade:	  NCCAT	  offers	  to	  help	  distribute	  training	  plans	  and	  information	  
statewide.	  	  He	  will	  get	  in	  touch	  with	  NCDPI	  to	  see	  how	  NCCAT	  can	  assist.	  	  	  
	  
	  
	  



Next	  Steps	  
• Updates	  	  
• Districts	  will	  report	  out	  on	  their	  planning	  and	  implementation	  process.	  This	  

section	  of	  the	  meeting	  should	  be	  2-‐3	  minute	  updates	  from	  each	  LEA	  
representative.	  

• Professional	  organization	  will	  report	  out	  on	  what	  they	  are	  hearing	  about	  
Home	  Base.	  

	  
	  


