
Classroom Instruction and Content 

This video tutorial explains how to search for instructional materials in Home Base (Schoolnet).  

The powerful curriculum management component of classrooms makes it easy for district curriculum and 
instruction teams to manage, create and deploy a standards-based curriculum directly to teachers’ 
desktops. Teachers can use the district and school materials bank to access instructional resources to 
supplement their classroom practices. Let’s begin by reviewing how you can use a Google-like search, 
which makes finding all materials including those you’ve created yourself, intuitive and fast.  

Let’s take a look at this teacher’s My Schoolnet page. She’s a sixth-grade math teacher. Because of that, 
under her “District Course Curriculum,” she has her entire pacing guides and scoping sequence for the 
sixth-grade school year including her curricular units, instructional units and the specific lesson plan. The 
system also uses an Amazon-like feature which suggests material based on her students’ recent and 
upcoming assessment results and scheduled resources.  

Let’s suppose this sixth-grade math teacher would like to find a resource about space for some team 
teaching. Using the “Materials Search” link, she can open up a menu. This menu allows her to search by 
subject, by grade level, even by standard or keyword. Let’s type in the word “space” and hit “Search.” 
The system will filter through all materials and resources and finds 56 materials that the teacher might use 
in her classroom. Below that, this teacher sees that, within those 56 resources, we have 11 instructional 
units, 37 lesson plans, six assessments, and two resources. She can sort her results by title, by popularity, 
by institution, author or publisher. On the left-hand side, we’ll note that this teacher is currently searching 
for any resources within mathematics or physical sciences. If she is team teaching and wants to expand 
her search to additional subject areas, she can do so using the dropdown menu. She can also search by 
different grade levels or through specific institution banks. Your district banks include all resources 
throughout the district, and then you’ll have local banks, including any regions within your district, your 
school, or even your personal materials bank. Before the teacher schedules a resource, she can do a 
preview to see what is part of that resource. She can also save resources to her materials to bookmark 
them for easy use in the future. If the teacher is happy with the instructional resource, she can use the 
“Schedule” button and drop it directly on her personal calendar, or a calendar for one of her specific class 
sections.  

Put the Materials Search and Recommendation features to work for you. Review your lesson plans for 
next week. What online resources are available in Schoolnet to support instruction? Search for related 
curriculum or instructional materials in another subject area. Are there opportunities to utilize these 
resources for team teaching? 


