
Introducing PowerTeacher 7.0n, Video 

This video clip introduces new and updated features in PowerSchool 7.0. 

Since its launch in 1997, PowerSchool has grown to become the most widely used and fastest growing 
student information system, supporting nearly 10 million students in all 50 states and more than 60 
countries. Today, PowerSchool is poised to accelerate that growth with a major evolutionary leap in the 
world of modern, web-based student information systems with the introduction of PowerSchool 7.0.  

Work on PowerSchool 7.0 began in early 2009 and has since logged more than 140,000 hours of 
development involving a staff of more than 70 engineers, engineering managers, product managers and 
project managers. The first thing you will notice when you log in is a beautiful, new user interface. The 
new look is clean and uncluttered with each screen focusing directly on the task at hand. While we 
cleaned up the design, we haven’t changed any of the workflows, so users will not require any retraining. 
Each page is seamlessly controlled by cascading style sheets, enabling rapid development of new features 
and future design improvements. We’re also providing CSS templates so that all of the custom pages 
you’ve built over the years will inherit this new look and blend in seamlessly.  

PowerSchool 7.0 includes a significant update to PowerTeacher Version 2.3, with over 20 new features 
and a host of enhancements and fixes including a new notifications feature, which calls attention to 
birthdays, new students, dropped students, and administrator logins, the ability to send email to parents 
and students, custom comment banks and teacher personal notes, student sorting options, new standards 
grade calculation options and much more. A complete list of new features for PowerTeacher 2.3, along 
with a demo video, can be found on PowerSource.  

To support our growing international presence, PowerSchool 7.0 includes a new tool kit that makes it 
easy to translate the system into any language. This includes PowerTeacher ReportWorks, labels on 
various pages, fields used for student/teacher/staff searches, and configuration items like attendance 
codes, course names and grade scale items. To support this, PowerSchool now uses Unicode, allowing 
you to enter student names with an ñ, or other non-English characters. The translation tool kit also makes 
it possible to repurpose existing fields in PowerSchool by renaming the labels to suit your school or 
district’s unique needs.  

PowerSchool 7.0 provides translations of student and parent web access into 18 different languages. Note 
this does not translate data coming from PowerSchool, but it does translate all of the static labels that 
exist within the student and parent portal.  

Also included in 7.0 is ReportWorks 1.5, which provides report developers with access to the student 
basic-plus-grades data set, which includes current grades, historical grades, GPAs and standard scores. 
This latest version enables the creation of custom standards-based report cards, transcripts and traditional 
report cards. Version 1.5 includes a number of other enhancements including pre-formed templates, 
allowing you to get a head start on your report development.  

The custom page management feature of PowerSchool Administrator has been significantly enhanced to 
support the online creation or editing of custom pages within PowerSchool. New features include a larger 
working space for editing HTML code, an HTML rich text editor, a key button to generate a message key 
from selected text that can be translated using the translation tool kit, and much more. Note that the 



HTML rich text editor is now available on the “Daily Bulletin” set-up screen, making it easy to create 
dynamic updates for your community without requiring any specialized knowledge of HTML code.  

To bolster system security controls, PowerSchool 7.0 now includes a number of new features to support 
the administration of passwords. New capabilities include controls for password expiration, password 
reuse prevention, password reset, minimum password length, password complexity and account lockout.  

Since the launch of Version 5.0 in early 2007, the underlying PowerSchool application code of all new 
features within PowerSchool have been built using Java. Performance testing for 7.0 shows that using 
identical servers, user load and a mix of transactions, PowerSchool 7.0 performs anywhere from 20 
percent to 40 percent faster than PowerSchool 6.2.2. 

Finally, PowerSchool 7.0 has received an upgrade from Oracle 10g to the latest version of the industry-
leading database, Oracle 11g. There’s no cost associated with the upgrade to Oracle 11g. This leaner, 
cleaner version of PowerSchool serves as the platform from which a robust, agile development 
methodology will begin to churn out maintenance fixes, enhancements and new features at a much greater 
pace. Put simply, we lightened our load, bolstered our resources and tuned our operations to position 
PowerSchool for another decade of SIS leadership.  

Thanks for your time today. To learn more about PowerSchool 7.0, be sure to visit the information page 
available on PowerSource, where additional details and resources are available: 
https://powersource.pearsonschoolsystems.com.  Also, be sure to visit our Facebook page — 
http://www.facebook.com/pearsonschoolsystems—and click the “Like” button to get all the latest updates 
on PowerSchool and news from around the world of educational technology.  


