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Reps from LEAs/Schools to Help with Home Base Configuration

Representatives from LEAs/Schools have been selected from the Home Base User Group and
Home Base Resource Consortium to work with the Home Base team, representatives from
divisions across the department and with the vendors (Pearson and PCG/Truenorthlogic) in
deciding how Home Base should be configured. Meetings will be held to discuss the following:
* Common Core and NC Teacher Evaluation System (NCES) Standards - how standards
display and relate to content in the Home Base;
* Classroom Instruction - how the Lesson Planner and other components should look;
* Content Review - how content will be loaded and reviewed;
* Assessment Administration - how assessments will be created and delivered;
* School and District Data - how school and district data will be displayed;
* User Management and Provisioning - discussion of roles, permissions and operations;
* Initial IIS System Operator Training - overview of system operations in the Design
Configure and Test site;
* Homepage — viewing samples of the landing page and offering design preferences.

March 22 Webinar for LEA Teams

Over the last several weeks, the Home Base Team met with a small group of LEAs to determine
what additional information they would like to have about Home Base as they consider
transitioning to the instructional improvement components. Information gathered from these
small focus groups will help guide discussions at the March 22 Webinar for LEA Team:s.



LEAs are invited to participate in the webinar in teams consisting of curriculum and instruction,
assessment, and technology staff to learn more about the content that will be available in
Home Base, the functionality of each of the components, see a demo of the content and
functionality and discuss the timeline for implementation. This goal is to help teams begin
making local implementation plans. Prior to the webinar, teams should gather information on
what current products they are using to compare them to what Home Base will offer.

MORE INFO: Please go to https://www1.gotomeeting.com/register/250849584 to register for
the 10 a.m. to noon session and to https://www1.gotomeeting.com/register/350379785 to
register for the 1:30-3:30 p.m. session.

Hear about Home Base March 9 in Elizabeth City

Home Base will be the topic at a 2:30-4 p.m. presentation Saturday, March 9 at the
SNCAE/NCAE Regional Professional Learning Day at Elizabeth City State University. The Student
North Carolina Association of Educators (SNCAE) is hosting regional opportunities for pre-
service and in-service educators to come together, grow and learn.

March 9 also is the deadline to register for the 2013 SNCAE/NCAE Regional Professional
Development Day at UNC-Wilmington, which will be held on March 16. A Home Base

presentation is likewise planned at the Wilmington event from 2:30-4 p.m.

MORE INFO: Register at http://www.regonline.com/Register/Checkin.aspx?Event|D=1167646.

Home Base User Group Next Meets March 21
The Home Base User Group’s next meeting is a virtual one, March 21 from 3:30-5 p.m. via webinar.

The Home Base User Group meets monthly to discuss end-user ideas and needs, to voice potential
issues or concerns and to let NCDPI know what members see as valuable tools in Home Base. If
you’d like to give the NCDPI staff input as we work toward implementation of Home Base, please
sign up to be part of the group and receive regular updates. The group’s monthly meetings are
accessible via webinar.

FOR MORE: The “sign-up” link for the User Group will take you to a webinar registration. The
registration link is https://www1.gotomeeting.com/register/985645401.

Education Innovators Wanted: inBloom Camp March 23-24

Organizers of the March 23-24 inBloom Camp at the Durham Convention Center offer this
attention grabber: Show up with a passion to revolutionize education and we’ll connect you
with the people to make it happen.
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Teachers and developers are invited to collaborate to create new applications for teaching and
learning, and to identify quality online content for the classroom. Teachers are needed to help

design, test and and review Home Base open-source educational content, while developers are
invited to contribute to inBloom applications.

inBloom, previously the Shared Learning Collaborative (SLC), is open technology to provide
personalized learning for students. Everything you need to participate will be provided at this
pioneering event including food and drink.

Camp workshops and keynotes are The Vision of Tomorrow’s Connected Classroom, Common
Core and the Learning Registry, Home Base and Meta-Tagging Educational Content, Configuring
a Development Environment for inBloom, Getting Started on Your First Application.

MORE INFO: Details are at Visit https://inbloom.org/inbloom-camp-raleigh
To register, visit http://inbloomcampraleigh.eventbrite.com/

Visit Home Base Booth at These Conferences

If you're attending the upcoming conference for CCSA or NCPTA, you’ll have a frontline
opportunity to find out more about Home Base. Please stop by the Home Base booth and say
hello, pick up some info and meet some of the folks working on Home Base.

NCDPI is sponsoring the third annual Collaborative Conference for Student Achievement (CCSA)
March 25-27 at the Sheraton Greensboro at Four Seasons/Joseph Koury Convention Center. In
addition to our booth, don’t miss a Home Base presentation in Auditorium 4 from 1-4 p.m.

The creation of this one-stop conference reflects the Agency's efforts to accommodate some of
the economic challenges experienced by schools and communities by providing a multi-faceted
professional development and information opportunity for educators and education
stakeholders by consolidating the former Accountability, Safe Schools, and Raising Achievement
and Closing Gaps conferences.

Also, look for the Home Base table June 1 at the North Carolina Parent-Teacher Association
(NCPTA) Parent Education and Leadership Conference at Raleigh’s McKimmon Center. One
feature that should draw a lot of attention is that while many districts currently offer a parent
portal, Home Base features the first statewide parent portal, which means all parents across
North Carolina share access to the suite of technology tools that show grades, assignments,
progress reports and more.

MORE INFO: http://www.ncpublicschools.org/academicservices/conference/
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Educator Evaluation Webinar April 12

Another feature in the Home Base suite of technology tools for teachers and administrators will
be quick, easy access to tools for evaluation and professional development. NCDPI will host a
webinar Friday, April 12, from 1-3 p.m., about the 2013-14 NC Educator Evaluation process and
implications related to transitioning to the Educator Evaluation component of Home Base.
During the session we will discuss:

* Overview of what to expect,
» Deployment of the new Evaluation System and related readiness steps (training, etc.),

» Expected implications for LEAs related to the change.

This webinar is geared to LEA Human Resource Directors and other LEA staff involved in the
educator evaluation process.

MORE INFO: Register for the webinar at https://www1.gotomeeting.com/register/222900897.

Next Home Base Teacher Webinar March 27
The Home Base team continues conducting monthly webinars. The Home Base teacher webinar
this month is March 27 from 3:30-5 p.m. Please remember to register as a group if you will be

viewing with others in your schools or PLCs.

MORE INFO: The link to register is https://www1.gotomeeting.com/register/857220064

More Than 2,400 Make NC WISE Symposium a Success

It’s official, the NC WISE Symposium held at the end of February has been declared “one of the
best ever.” With a great turnout — more than 2,400 coordinators and data managers —and a
jam-packed agenda, attendees left with lots of information. This year’s conference focus was
the transition from NC WISE to PowerSchool, the student information system (SIS) component
of Home Base.

The three-day symposium featured a well-attended general session led by NCDPI CFO Philip
Price and Deputy Chief Academic Officer Angela Quick, who offered the latest update on Home
Base. Plus, popular speaker Paula Hudson Hildebrand, health and community relations officer
for the agency, delighted the crowd with her humor.

A whopping 189 sessions were presented, including key PowerSchool sessions such as Student
Searches, Enrolling Students, Attendance and Withdrawing/Transferring Students. Also, there
was lots of opportunity for connecting with colleagues before, between and after sessions.

Attendees took full advantage of face-to-face time with their Pearson project managers, visited
vendor booths and enthusiastically awaited door prize drawings courtesy of the NC Student
Information Association (NCSIA).
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Sign Up Once, Attend All Home Base PowerSchool Updates Virtually

At the NC WISE Symposium, attendees were reminded that lots more information is available at
ongoing Home Base PowerSchool webinars. These two-hour project updates cover timelines
and associated tasks, conversion from NC WISE, specific customizations for North Carolina plus
Q&A time. All sessions are held 1-3 p.m. on the following dates: March 14 and 28, April 11,

May 9 and 23, and June 6.

MORE INFO: To sign up for these webinars, please click on the link below. You only have to
register once to attend meetings from March 14-June 6, 2013. Registration link:
https://www1l.gotomeeting.com/register/315714961

HOME BASE BIWEEKLY UPDATE INFO
We encourage you to share this Update, and for past issues of Home Base Biweekly Updates,
please visit http://www.ncpublicschools.org/homebase/updates/

***LINKS: PC users might need to press the CTRL button when clicking on a hyperlink in this document.
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