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NEW THIS WEEK 

Breaking News: Negotiations Bring No-Cost Year for Home Base Opt-In 2014-15 

NCDPI leaders and Pearson have continued negotiations about the cost of content for 
Home Base, and here is the good news announced Thursday, July 24, by Chief Finance Officer 
Philip Price: Pearson has agreed to waive the costs of content for the 2014-15 school year, 
bringing the $4 per student in ADM to $0 for the 2014-15 school year. The cost is anticipated 
to be $4 for each of the subsequent two years, 2015-16 and 2016-17. That brings the total 
cost for the three-year contract down by a third of the anticipated costs. 

While we are excited that 108 LEAs and 49 charters committed to spend $4 per ADM to have 
access to all of Home Base in FY 2014-15, we are even more excited that we will not be 
processing their opt-in submissions and that they will get the entire suite of Home Base tools 
at no charge for FY 2014-15. 
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Schoolnet Data Center Migration and ADFS Maintenance 

Schoolnet, the instructional improvement system within Home Base, is down now through 
Sunday evening, July 27, to perform a data center migration. This move will be another step 
toward continued improvement in system performance. 

During this time, there will also be maintenance on the ADFS component, which provides the 
single-sign-on authentication that allows users to log in to PowerSchool and access other Home 
Base applications, such as Schoolnet, the TNL Educator Evaluation and Professional Development 
system and OpenClass. Please note that while you can still access PowerSchool, you will not be able 
to connect to the other components with your single sign-on access.  You will be able to access 
the Educator Evaluation and Professional Development system through the alternate direct login, 
using your direct link credentials. You can also access OpenClass through direct login. 

 

Schoolnet 16.0 Release Coming Soon 

On Friday evening, Aug. 8, Schoolnet will upgrade to the next version release, 16.0. The system will 
be down during this upgrade and will be back up by the following Monday, Aug. 11. This new release 
will include many new features for Schoolnet and will also improve performance. Additional 
communications about what you can expect to see in 16.0 will be forthcoming. 

MORE INFO: The release notes can be found on PowerSource at 
https://powersource.pearsonschoolsystems.com/article/72434?from=search.  

 

Review and Update Your Schoolnet Roles and Permissions for 2014-15 

The 2014-15 school year is already here for some of us and quickly approaching for the rest. This is 
a good time to review the roles and permissions assigned to your teachers and staff to ensure 
that they have the appropriate access when they log in to Home Base and access Schoolnet. 
Please remember that only the district level PowerSchool administrator has the rights to make 
changes in PowerSchool to the roles for users in Schoolnet. You can find more information about 
how to export a list of your current roles and also how to bulk import roles in the document 
“Exporting and Importing Schoolnet Roles (from PowerSchool).” The document is available on the 
website at 
http://www.ncpublicschools.org/docs/homebase/getting-ready/implementation/user-roles-access
/export-import-roles-final.pdf. 

 

New Role for Schoolnet and a Name Change for Two Roles  

A new role has recently been added as an additional role for users in Schoolnet. The new role is 
called “Access to Report Manager” and is intended for school or district staff who have been 
designated to create and manage reports for their school or district. The information about this 
new role has been added to the documentation available on the Roles & Access page at 
http://www.ncpublicschools.org/homebase/getting-ready/implementation/category?category=U
ser%20Roles%20and%20Access. 

 
Also, in the spring we noted that two new roles had been added: Access to Review & Approve 
Instructional Materials and Access to Review & Approve Assessment Items. The names of the 
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roles have been changed to Access to Approve Instructional Materials and Access to Approve 
Assessment Items. The documents online are being updated to reflect this change. The 
operations and rights associated with the roles do not change, just the names (so users with 
these roles will still be able to both review and approve materials and/or assessment items).  

 

Roles and Permissions Webinar  

Scheduled for Thursday, Aug. 21, from 3:30 to 5 p.m., this webinar continues the series Roles 
and Permissions for Schoolnet. It will include a brief review of the basics of setting up roles in 
Schoolnet and information on new roles. To watch the previous two webinars, visit 
http://www.ncpublicschools.org/homebase/resources/videos/webinars/ and look for the 
webinars from May 8 and May 15 of 2014. Register for the webinar here: 
https://www1.gotomeeting.com/register/185865929 

 

Reminders for Searching Item Central 

There are many options when searching for items in Item Central. You can easily search by 
subject, grade and standard, or you can use the advanced search option for even more filters 
to search by publisher, date created, item type, etc. 

Currently, we have more than 36,000 items in the system (the number you see will vary based 
on your level of access) so the search is an important way to help narrow your options when 
choosing items to use for your classroom, school or district. 

Please note that while you do have many options, the cleanest way to search for specific 
items is by standard. All of the items are aligned to a specific standard from the NC Standard 
Course of Study (the grade level may not always match). A search by standard will pull up only 
those items aligned to that specific standard. 

MORE INFO: Find out more on the assessment components of Home Base at 
http://www.ncpublicschools.org/homebase/training/materials/category?category=Classroom
%20and%20Benchmark%20Assessment%20(Schoolnet).  

 

Maintenance Weekend Activities  

This past weekend, the State Compliance Reporting update for 14.7.0 was completely deployed 
into production. These updates were included: 

● PMR, SAR, Discipline and GDVS data collection and validation updates 
● RPG, Dropout, AIG and ALP collection updates 
● Common Follow Up collection addition 
● CRDC Report – Part 1 and Part 2 collection addition 
● Updates to CRDC Data Entry Pages 
● Updates to Extended Schema Definition 

 

MORE INFO: For more details, visit http://www.nc-sis.org/Documents/requirements/ 
2014_North_Carolina_Release_Notes_July2014.pdf to view the “2014 North Carolina Reporting 
Release Notes” posted on the NC SIS website. If you have questions, please contact the Home 
Base Support Center at homebase.incidents@its.nc.gov. 
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Support Center Has New Hours of Operation 

The Home Base Support Center’s hours of operation have changed.  The new times are Monday 
through Friday, 7 a.m. to 5 p.m.  

For assistance, call 919.807.4357 or email homebase.incidents@its.nc.gov. 

 

Professional Development Calendar Features Home Base-Focused Sessions 

The Educator Effectiveness Division has released the collaborative professional development 
calendar for the 2014-15 school year, which describes more than 250 sessions — among them 
Home Base Focus Sessions. 

These sessions are designed to meet the specific needs of each region. Topics to be covered 
include PowerSchool, Schoolnet, Educator Evaluation, OpenClass, and the PD system. 
Participants will have the opportunity to work with trainers to get specific questions answered. 
In addition, time will be given for participants to network and problem solve concerning their 
experiences with the different components of Home Base.  

● Calendar by REGION:  http://bit.ly/2014-2015_region 
● Calendar by SESSION:  http://bit.ly/2014-2015_Session 

(Click the “agenda” tab at top right for easy viewing.) 

MORE INFO: If you have questions about the specific content of the sessions, please email 
your regional PD lead. If you have questions about the calendar, please contact Cynthia Martin 
at cynthia.martin@dpi.nc.gov. 

 

From the Field: Online Videos Continue to Highlight Home Base, RttT’s Impact 

Our “good news” video series continues, with 16 to date. Access them via the Home Base and 
READY playlists on the NC Department of Public Instruction’s YouTube Channel 
(https://www.youtube.com/user/ncpublicschools). 

 Here are the latest releases: 

● This clip is highlighted on our Home Base Toolkit at 
http://www.ncpublicschools.org/homebase/ because of the heartfelt words that Hoke 
County Schools’ director of digital teaching and learning uses to describe Home Base. 
“My first impression was ‘Wow,’ ” says Dawn Ramseur. “When I think Home Base, it’s 
very connected, it’s bringing students together, making them responsible for their 
own learning. It’s bringing parents into the picture, drawing them in to say, ‘Hey, you 
can be a part of this, too. Our teachers have resources and as a district we can see 
where we are and measure where we are. So Home Base has just been phenomenal, 
and we only see the potential of where we’re going from here.” Watch the full clip on 
the NCDPI YouTube Channel: http://bit.ly/1kaKajq 

● Schoolnet boosts instruction, says math teacher Joe Tricarico, West Brunswick High 
School, “because it gives us immediate feedback as you see what students are doing, 
where they’re struggling, and it really gives us a breakdown for item analysis. This is 
something that we really use day in and day out because we need to know where 
students are weak and where they’re strong.” View that clip here: http://bit.ly/1njJ9EB 
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● Hear about Parent Portal in Home Base from the perspective of a parent and a 
schools’ public information officer. Says Brunswick County Schools PIO Jessica 
Swencki, “The great value of the parent portal is that parents and teachers can 
constantly communicate. One of the things that we find in our system is that many 
families don’t really have home Internet access or home service. Parent portal actually 
allows parents to use their smartphones to be able to stay directly in touch with 
teachers in the classroom.” Henderson County parent Gina Cleminson adds, “… all I 
have to do is pull up my email and I can just scroll down. As soon as he (her son) takes 
a quiz, it will come up and send me an email. I can click on the link that takes me 
straight to the PowerSchool site. I can just pull it up and see exactly where his grades 
are. It helps him, too, because he sees where he needs to work on things, and it 
inspires him when he’s working for that A Honor Roll or A/B Honor Roll, what (grade) 
he needs to pull up or keep up.” View the video clip here: http://bit.ly/1A2V53k 

● Hear Principal Paul Price discussing how Race to the Top has bolstered his team's 
ability to look at data and make better instructional decisions at Brunswick’s 
Shallotte Middle School: http://bit.ly/1rL87xD 

 

MORE INFO: Keep checking back as more videos are being posted. Please forward links and 
tweet if you see something you like. And, if you have good news stories “From the Field” to 
share for this publication, please contact Kathy Newbern in the NCDPI Communications Office, 
kathy.newbern@dpi.nc.gov. 

 

IN CASE YOU MISSED IT 

 

PowerSchool Training Workshop for New Charter Schools for 2014-15 

There are two remaining workshops for new charter schools coming on board for the 2014-15 
school year: Monday, July 28 - Friday, Aug. 1 and Monday, Aug. 4 - Friday, Aug. 8. 

These five-day workshops walk new users through the process of setting up their school for 
the new year. This session will include, but is not limited to:  

● Logging in to PowerSchool 
● Navigating the system 
● Enrolling students 
● Withdrawing students 
● Adding Teachers/Staff 
● Creating the master schedule 
● Scheduling students and teachers to classes 
● Schoolnet overview 

 

MORE INFO: Attendees must be an employee of the school and not a management 
company. Register here: http://www.timetosignup.com/powerschooltraining/folder/1823. 
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NCEdCloud IAM Summer Workshops through July 31 

The North Carolina Education Cloud Identity and Access Management team is continuing its 
summer workshop series that started July 14 to guide key K-12 personnel through the steps 
required to successfully adopt the NCEdCloud IAM Service for their LEA or charter school. 

Attendance is being capped at 50 per workshop to best facilitate interactive communication 
among all.  The same workshop will be held in all eight regions, each day 9 a.m.-3 p.m. with 
a complimentary lunch included. Remaining workshops are as follows:  

● Region 1 - Thursday, July 31, in Tyner 
● Region 2 - Tuesday, July 29, in Clinton 
● Region 3 - Wednesday, July 30, in Smithfield 
● Region 4 - Wednesday, July 23, in Fayetteville 

 

MORE INFO: For more complete details, including exact locations, please review the PDF map at 
https://www.mcnc.org/sites/default/files/Summer.2014.IAM_.Workshops.Planning.Map__0.pdf.  
Register at: https://www.mcnc.org/events/training/ncedcloud-iam-service/registration.  

 

Because of EOY and School Not Yet Back in Session, Things Look a Little Different 

While PowerSchool End-of-Year (EOY) was completed, so were the EOY processes for 
Schoolnet and OpenClass. Because most schools have not started back yet, some screens 
may look a little different until there are students, courses and actual enrollment numbers. 

For instance, prior to rollover, the Schoolnet benchmark dashboard for school and district 
data was populated with benchmark test data from the previous year. Now, post-rollover, the 
dashboard is empty until the first benchmark test has results loaded. However, it’s still 
possible to show this functionality on a generic training site. 

Another example in Schoolnet: pre-rollover Course/Section Reporting reports reflected 
assignments from the previous school year; now, prior to the first day of school, the reports 
must be built with the “Total Enrollment” filter rather than the “Current Enrollment.” 

We encourage you to take a look at the entire list for what may look or function a little 
differently for both Schoolnet and OpenClass. It’s posted online in our Memo section: 
http://www.ncpublicschools.org/docs/homebase/updates/memos/20140707-schoolnet.pdf 

MORE INFO: Any questions can be directed to the Home Base Support Center at 
homebase.incidents@its.nc.gov or by calling 919.807.4357. 

 

 
HOME BASE WEEKLY UPDATE INFO 
We encourage you to share this Update, and for past issues of Home Base Weekly and Biweekly Updates, please 
visit http://www.ncpublicschools.org/homebase/updates/biweekly/?year=2014. 
  
***LINKS: PC users might need to press the CTRL button when clicking on a hyperlink in this document.  
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