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NEW THIS WEEK  

Note: Beginning this week, you’ll see that the Race to the Top and the Home Base Biweekly 
publications have been folded into one. 

•  State Superintendent Addresses What Will Be Taught This Fall 
•  EDDIE Interface with PowerSchool Turns Back on Aug. 12 
•  Home Base Puts Learning for Professionals One Login Away  
•  PowerSchool Mobile Apps Update 
•  Standards-Based Report Cards Instructions, Webinars 
•  Schoolnet Upgrade to 16.0  
•  From the Field: How RttT Funding Technology, Home Base Tools are Having an 
Impact 
•  2014 NC SIS Summer Update Via Webinar:  Getting Back to School Business 

 

IN CASE YOU MISSED IT 

•  Professional Development Calendar Features Home Base-Focused Sessions 
 

NEW THIS WEEK 

 

State Superintendent Addresses What Will Be Taught This Fall 

We lead with this item in this edition because it might be especially timely as you meet with 
staff members for the start of the 2014-15 school year. The NCDPI has heard from a number 
of local educators expressing concerns about what is supposed to be taught this year since 
the legislature passed its legislation to study the Common Core State Standards with an eye 
to possible revisions or changes.  

State Superintendent June Atkinson has recorded a video to explain that the current Standard 
Course of Study – including the Common Core – continues to be in place and how the review 
will be done.  

That video is online for you now at ncpublicschools.org under Highlights. The direct link is: 
http://www.ncpublicschools.org/movies/curriculum/home/atkinson-common-core.mov. 
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EDDIE Interface with PowerSchool Turns Back on Aug. 12 

The Educational Directory and Demographical Information Exchange (EDDIE) is the 
authoritative source for NC public school numbers and demographic information. It feeds 
information to multiple systems including Accountability, PowerSchool, NC School Report 
Cards; and is used to meet federal reporting requirements.  

The automatic interface between EDDIE and PowerSchool is currently turned off. However, 
with the onset of a new school year, it is the perfect time to restart this interface; therefore, 
the NCDPI is planning to turn the interface between the two systems back on next Tuesday, 
Aug. 12. Once turned on, any changes made in EDDIE will be reflected in PowerSchool the 
following work day. In preparation for this feature, the NCDPI recommends that you review 
what is in EDDIE by going to the web application at: http://apps.schools.nc.gov/eddie. 

 
Helpful Tips About EDDIE 

Anyone can view EDDIE and access or run reports. 

Users who need to edit data in EDDIE must be subscribed and logged in with their 
current NCID.  For a list of who can make changes in EDDIE for your LEA, please see the 
Subscribed User List (xls, 123kb) UPDATED 07/01/14 on the web: 
http://www.ncpublicschools.org/fbs/accounting/eddie/. 

Please review the attachment containing a list of fields that are locked down on the 
District and School set-up pages in PowerSchool.  These fields are fed from EDDIE, the 
authoritative source. If changes were made to these fields prior to lock down in 
PowerSchool, and EDDIE has not been accurately updated, the information in 
PowerSchool will be overwritten once the EDDIE interface is turned back on.  

 
Reminders  

● It is important to keep your LEA and school demographic information current for 
correct State and Federal reporting.  For example, programs such as the ESSR 
(Eligible Schools Summary Report) are collecting data now. 

● If a new school is added, please remember to adjust users' security in PowerSchool, 
so they will be able to see the school. 

MORE INFO: For files needed from EDDIE prior to this weekend or questions pertaining to 
this change, please contact the Home Base Support Center at 
homebase.incidents@its.nc.gov. 

  

Home Base Puts Learning for Professionals One Login Away 

Have you had the chance yet to explore the professional development offerings in Home Base?  

First, you can use Home Base to log in and register for new facilitated sessions this fall by 
simply clicking on the professional development tab. There’s also an alternate login: 
https://ncees.homebase.ncpublicschools.gov/alternateLogin.html. 
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For 43 of our 50 modules, Wednesday, Sept. 3, will be the last day for educators to complete 
and access a module on the TOPS site (but you had to be registered by June 30). After Sept. 
3, the new modules will be available through the Home Base professional development 
system within NC Educator Effectiveness. 

Note: Everyone in the TOPS sessions should completion their certificate printouts by Sept. 3 
for all modules taken this summer to ensure they have a certificate during the transition to 
the Home Base PD access. 

MORE INFO: If you have any questions about this process, please contact a member of the 
Educator Effectiveness Instructional Design team found online at www.rt3nc.org. 

 

PowerSchool Mobile Apps Update 

Pearson has just released updated versions of PowerSchool for Parents and PowerSchool for 
Students mobile apps for both iOS and Android devices. A new Mobile Apps Administrator Guide is 
now available on PowerSource to assist you in supporting parents and students who are accessing 
PowerSchool via these apps. 

This guide includes: 
• How to install, configure and set up mobile apps in PowerSchool, 
• How to disable user accounts, 
• How to troubleshoot common issues, 
• Screen shots of every screen for iOS and Android devices. 

TIP: The host of screenshots might prove helpful to local schools walking parents through use of 
the Parent Portal. The Mobile Apps Administrator Guide is available for download on PowerSource 
as an ePub or PDF. 

 

Standards-Based Report Cards Instructions, Webinars  

For districts interested in having teachers implement standards-based grading, the 2014-15 standards 
spreadsheet is now available to populate the Standards-Based Report Card (SBRC), which is coming 
soon. Check out the spreadsheet at: http://www.nc-sis.org/standardbasedreportcard.html. 

The spreadsheet allows districts to upload standards into PowerTeacher Gradebook and use 
the new SBRC. A webinar was held Aug. 1 to assist districts in understanding how to use the 
spreadsheet. If you missed it, you can still view the Standards-Based Grading and Report Card 
Webinar here: http://www.nc-sis.org/standardbasedreportcard.html. 

Or, if you prefer, that webinar will be repeated Thur., Aug. 14, from 10-11:30 a.m. To register, 
go to: https://www1.gotomeeting.com/register/723263417.  

Testing of SBRC is still underway. The NCDPI has been coordinating with districts to test the process.  

Finally, another, different webinar is planned 1-2:30 p.m. on Friday, Aug. 15, to demonstrate 
how standards should look in the PowerTeacher Gradebook once the 2014-15 standards 
spreadsheet has been loaded in PowerSchool. Also, we’ll discuss various grading scenarios, 
and preview the new standards-based report card template. Register at: 
https://www1.gotomeeting.com/register/285389529.  
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The target audience for these webinars is curriculum & instruction staff and data managers in 
districts implementing standards-based grading during the 2014-15 school year. It will be most 
beneficial for participants who have made local decisions regarding conversion scales and have 
started entering data in the 2014-15 standards spreadsheet. 

To learn how to prepare for standards-based grading, access: 
http://www.nc-sis.org/Documents/sbrc/LC05_STAN_GRADING_Grading_for_HomeBase_slides.pdf. 

MORE INFO: For information on how to load the standards spreadsheet, refer to 
http://www.nc-sis.org/Documents/sbrc/LC05_STAN_GRADING_SymposiumPresentation_slide
s.pdf. For questions, contact Sarah McManus, sarah.mcmanus@dpi.nc.gov. 

 

Schoolnet Upgrade to 16.0  

The NCDPI has communicated through multiple channels that we would be upgrading the 
Instructional Improvement System (Schoolnet) production environment from version 15.4 to 
version 16.0 during this upcoming weekend, beginning Aug. 8. Pearson mistakenly 
performed this upgrade to the North Carolina production Schoolnet environment 
Monday night, Aug. 4, several days ahead of schedule.  The NCDPI and Pearson found 
issues Tuesday morning, Aug. 5, related to instructional content, test items and standardized 
test data not being visible. We believe that all issues were resolved by Wednesday, Aug. 6. If 
you experienced these issues on Tuesday, they were related to this upgrade and should no 
longer be an issue. 

The NCDPI and Pearson staff are continuing to test Schoolnet to ensure that all issues are 
resolved. If you do encounter any problems, please report them to the Home Base Support 
Center at homebase.incidents@its.nc.gov. We apologize for the inconvenience associated with 
this early upgrade, and NCDPI and Pearson are working together to implement operational 
change controls to ensure that this does not happen again.  

The good news is that the Instructional Improvement System (Schoolnet) is now available for use 
this weekend instead of being down for the upgrade. Thank you for your continued support as we 
work to improve the Home Base components. 

 

From the Field: How RttT Funding Technology, Home Base Tools are Having an Impact 

This edition, we return to Hoke County Schools and Brunswick County Schools for our “good 
news” video series, this time focusing on creative use of technology funding, a middle school 
principal’s perspective, plus we hear from a technology facilitator on what a game-changer Home 
Base is. 

Access all 19 videos in the series via our Home Base and READY playlists on the NC Department of 
Public Instruction’s YouTube Channel (https://www.youtube.com/user/ncpublicschools). 

Listen in: 

● Brunswick County Schools Instructional Technology Facilitator Rachel Dycus says giving 
students hands-on technology that they'll use in the real world also lets them 
personalize their instruction. Teachers are eager to use the technology that Race to 
the Top funding has provided. Keeping technology in the classroom keeps students up 
to date, ready for the real world. “If we didn't have Race to the Top funding, I believe 
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that a lot of that would not be able to occur – we would not be able to integrate that 
technology into the classroom, we would not have individualized instruction 
happening. I would not have the opportunity to meet with teachers individually and as 
a whole group and teach them new and current ways to delivery their essential 
standards. They want that technology. They get super excited about it. 'What can I 
learn next?' (they ask). They love using it." Watch the entire clip here: 
http://bit.ly/1qX8doN 

● Sandy Grove Middle School Principal Erica Fortenberry, Hoke County Schools, weighs in 
on Home Base and how her teachers are responding positively to the tools in it: 
http://bit.ly/UXR13X. 

● Corey Edens, Hoke County Schools, says Race to the Top funding helps create digital 
learning responsible citizens. His district allows students to bring their own devices, 
creating access points and board policy to accommodate that approach. In addition 
Hoke even created a disaster recovery site with the funding. Find out more here: 
http://bit.ly/UT4rOD. 

SHARE YOURS: As schools have started or are about to start their 2014-15 school year with 
full access to all the online tools in Home Base, we’d love to see how your school or school 
district is highlighting what’s important and helpful to you in Home Base. Share your videos, 
news announcements, tweets and anything Home Base related you’d like us to consider 
passing around the state. Share your good news stories “From the Field” with Kathy Newbern 
in the NCDPI Communications Office, kathy.newbern@dpi.nc.gov. 

 

2014 NC SIS Summer Update Via Webinar:  Getting Back to School Business  

Listening to your input, the focus for the 2014 NC SIS Summer Update is all about setting up 
schools for the 2014-15 school year. So this year’s theme is “Getting Back to School 
Business.”  

We heard you loud and clear in your survey answers, so school set-up is a main focus along 
with explaining changes coming with the PowerSchool 8.0 upgrade, plus Federal and State 
reporting, curriculum updates and more. 
 
The conference will be held via GoTo Webinar on Monday, Aug. 11, in two parts – a morning 
session 9-11:30, and an afternoon session 1-4. Registration links for both sessions are listed 
below.  Please register at both links if you plan to attend the morning and afternoon sessions. 

● Part I - Morning Session, (9-11:30 a.m.) 
https://www1.gotomeeting.com/register/302156513  

● Part II - Afternoon Session (1 p.m.-4 p.m.) 
https://www1.gotomeeting.com/register/287910544 

MORE INFO: To view a list of scheduled topics and times, please visit the 2014 NC SIS 
Summer Update page posted to the NC SIS website for more detailed information: 
http://www.nc-sis.org/2014_Summer_Update.html. 
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IN CASE YOU MISSED IT 

 

Professional Development Calendar Features Home Base-Focused Sessions 

The Educator Effectiveness Division has released the collaborative professional development 
calendar for the 2014-15 school year, which describes more than 250 sessions — among them 
Home Base Focus Sessions. 

These sessions are designed to meet the specific needs of each region. Topics to be covered 
include PowerSchool, Schoolnet, Educator Evaluation, OpenClass, and the PD system. 
Participants will have the opportunity to work with trainers to get specific questions answered. 
In addition, time will be given for participants to network and problem solve concerning their 
experiences with the different components of Home Base.  

● Calendar by REGION:  http://bit.ly/2014-2015_region 
● Calendar by SESSION:  http://bit.ly/2014-2015_Session 

(Click the “agenda” tab at top right for easy viewing.) 

MORE INFO: If you have questions about the specific content of the sessions, please email 
your regional PD lead. If you have questions about the calendar, please contact Cynthia Martin 
at cynthia.martin@dpi.nc.gov. 

 

 
HOME BASE WEEKLY UPDATE INFO 
We encourage you to share this Update, and for past issues of Home Base Weekly and Biweekly Updates, please 
visit http://www.ncpublicschools.org/homebase/updates/biweekly/?year=2014. 
  
***LINKS: PC users might need to press the CTRL button when clicking on a hyperlink in this document.  
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