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NEW THIS WEEK  

•  New on the Web: Parent Portal How-To Guide Now Online  
•  Next Maintenance Weekend is Oct. 17-19 
•  New Classroom Assessment Items Coming Soon for Math and ELA  
•  Resolution on Two Known Issues in Schoolnet 
•  SADLS Report Deployed into PowerSchool 
•  Accommodations in PowerSchool 
•  New on the Web: Online Events Calendar Features New Look, Improved 
Functionality  
•  Upcoming Webinars and Workshops 
 

IN CASE YOU MISSED IT 

•  Reminders/Tips for Creating Benchmark Assessments in Home Base 
•  Office of Early Learning Listserv, Wiki and Formative Assessment Work 

 

NEW THIS WEEK 

New on the Web: Parent Portal How-To Guide Now Online 

With school fully underway, more and more parents are likely looking to log into or more fully 
access the Parent Portal and its features. Perhaps your school or district is planning a parent 
communication around promoting portal use. 

If so, you’ll find a great resource in the new online guide “Parent Portal Guide: How-to for 
Parents” that offers a practical Q&A addressing questions including:  

•  What is truenorthlogic, PowerSchool, Schoolnet and OpenClass, 
•  How to get started in the Parent Portal and where to find student grades and assignments, 
• Setting up parent notifications including notification types, and 
• Answers to accessibility issues. 

MORE INFO: Access the guide directly here: 
http://www.ncpublicschools.org/docs/homebase/resources/handouts/parent-portal-guide.pdf.  
 

And look for more parent access materials coming soon to our Resources page: 
http://www.ncpublicschools.org/homebase/resources/handouts/  
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Next Maintenance Weekend is Oct. 17-19 

For your planning, you may want to note the next Maintenance Weekend is Oct. 17-19. 
Remember that there will be no access to Home Base during maintenance weekends. 
You can view the entire upcoming schedule of those weekends here: 
http://www.nc-sis.org/Documents/maintenance/Home_Base_Maintenance_Sched.pdf 

 

New Classroom Assessment Items Coming Soon for Math and ELA 

As part of the contract for the instructional components of Home Base, the NCDPI purchased 
a set of items that are aligned to Common Core State Standards for Math and English 
Language Arts (ELA). This set of items was developed in partnership with Pearson and other 
states using them. 

Please note that these items have not been vetted by North Carolina. They are being provided 
for use in classroom level assessments (not for benchmark assessments). 

The NCDPI is in the process of loading this additional set of items, which includes approximately 
20,000 more classroom level items in grades K-12 for Math and ELA. More information about 
the items will be provided when the load is complete. 

 

Resolution on Two Known Issues in Schoolnet 

The NCDPI and Pearson applied fixes to Schoolnet that corrected the issue with the Express 
Test not populating all items as well as the issue with scheduling tests, specifically that 
student enrollment must be at least one day prior to a test start date. 

 

SADLS Report Deployed into PowerSchool 

The NC State Automated Driver’s License System (SADLS) report was deployed into 
PowerSchool this past weekend, Sept. 27-28. It is located under the NCDPI Reports tab in 
PowerSchool’s system reports. 

A webinar is scheduled for Monday, Oct. 13, at 1 p.m. to demonstrate SADLS report 
functionality in PowerSchool. Register here: 
https://www1.gotomeeting.com/register/829743016. For those who cannot attend or would 
like to view later, the webinar will be recorded and posted to the 
NC SIS website.  

 

Accommodations in PowerSchool  

The North Carolina Student Accommodations page will be deployed into PowerSchool this  
weekend, Oct. 4-5. This new feature will allow users to access, enter, remove and edit 
Student Accommodations. 
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Instructions on how to perform these functions are provided in the NC Customization – Student 
Accommodations document located on the Student Informations page of the NC SIS website 
at http://www.nc-sis.org/Documents/student_info/NC_Customizations-Accommodations.pdf.  
A webinar is scheduled for Wednesday, Oct. 15, at 1 p.m. Register at 
https://www1.gotomeeting.com/register/535313496.  

MORE INFO: Questions or assistance needed in accessing or using this page, once deployed, 
may be addressed to the Home Base Support Center at homebase.incidents@its.nc.gov. 

 

New on the Web: Online Events Calendar Features New Look, Improved Functionality  

As part of our ongoing mission to provide users with a comprehensive yet user-friendly 
system of learning and functionality, we’ve unveiled a new, online events calendar.  

The aim is to offer one place where all Home Base related events, workshops, webinars and 
conferences are listed for easy access. To see what’s new, please visit 
http://calendars.ncpublicschools.gov/. 

 

Upcoming Webinars and Workshops 

➢ PowerTeacher Gradebook Workshop - There is one more opportunity to attend this 
workshop held at NCDPI in Raleigh Monday, Nov. 3. The workshop covers basic 
PowerSchool and PowerTeacher functionality such as taking attendance, creating 
assignments, entering assignment grades, working with categories/groups, printing 
reports, final grade setup/weights, and more. The workshop runs from 10 a.m.-4 p.m. 
each day. Register here: http://www.timetosignup.com/powerschooltraining/folder/1905. 

 

➢ SAR Webinar - This webinar, Thursday, Oct. 9, at 10 a.m., will discuss SAR policy, fatal 
errors and exceptions, and PowerSchool functionality as needed. Register at: 
https://www1.gotomeeting.com/register/214930640  

  

➢ Discipline Incidents in PowerSchool Webinar - This webinar, Monday, Nov. 17, at 1 p.m., 
will demonstrate how to enter disciplinary incidents into the PowerSchool application. 
Register at: https://www1.gotomeeting.com/register/558287457 
 

➢ End-of-Term Process in PowerSchool Webinar - This webinar will cover the 
End-of-Term Process and how to prepare for the end of the marking period.  

Sessions are: 

● Friday, Oct. 17, at 9 a.m. Register here: 
https://www1.gotomeeting.com/register/153748801 

● Thursday, Oct. 23, at 1 p.m. Register at: 
https://www1.gotomeeting.com/register/218332281 
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➢ Mid-year Graduates in PowerSchool Webinar - This webinar will discuss the process 
for handling records of students graduating mid-year. 

Sessions are: 

● Thursday, Dec. 4, at 1 p.m. Register here: 
https://www1.gotomeeting.com/register/204543489 

● Tuesday, Dec. 16, at 9 a.m. Register at: 
https://www1.gotomeeting.com/register/366059760 

● Tuesday, Jan. 13, at 9 a.m. Register here: 
https://www1.gotomeeting.com/register/444470360 

 

➢ Military Connected Students - This webinar, Monday, Oct.  6, at 1 p.m.,  will 
demonstrate how to update the PowerSchool record for military connected 
students. Register here: https://www1.gotomeeting.com/register/701481472  

 

➢ Accommodations in PowerSchool - This webinar,  Wednesday, Oct. 15, at 1 p.m. will 
demonstrate Accommodations functionality in PowerSchool. Register here: 
https://www1.gotomeeting.com/register/535313496  

 

➢ PowerSchool New User Workshop (School Level Staff) - This four-day workshop, 
Tuesday-Friday, Jan. 6-9, from 9 a.m.-4 p.m., will train new users on the day-to-day 
processes of using PowerSchool. Register here: 
https://www.timetosignup.com/powerschooltraining/form/5504  

 

➢ PowerSchool Workshop for Guidance Counselors - This workshop will be a hands-on 
training covering the basic functionality of PowerSchool pertinent to school counselors. 

Sessions Are: 

● Friday, Oct. 24, at 9 a.m.-4 p.m. 
● Friday, Nov. 14, at 9 a.m.-4 p.m.  

Register here: http://www.timetosignup.com/powerschooltraining/folder/1907/ 

 

IN CASE YOU MISSED IT 

Reminders/Tips for Creating Benchmark Assessments in Home Base 

As you are creating district level benchmark assessments, below are some reminders and tips 
to locate and use the secure district benchmark items. 

Remember, district-level users have access to both classroom and district benchmark 
assessments items. The only statewide benchmark items loaded in the system at this time 
are under the Publisher name NCDPI_Benchmark. All other publishers are used for classroom 
level items that are available to all users within the system and are intended for use by 
teachers at the classroom level. 
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Tips for searching for only NCDPI_Benchmark: 

● Hover over Assessment Admin and click on Find an Item, Passage or Rubric. On the 
Item Central Screen, select Benchmark Items (and choose items with four-answer 
choices or three-answer choices). Then add any other filters (like for grade, subject, 
standard, etc.), and the results pulled will be only those that are NCDPI_Benchmark. 

● Hover over Assessment Admin and click on Find an Item, Passage or Rubric. On the 
Item Central Screen, click on Advanced Search. In the publisher field, enter 
NCDPI_Benchmark and then select any other filters (like grade, subject, standard, 
etc.). Click on Search Items and the results displayed will only be those with the 
publisher name NCDPI_Benchmark. 

School-level users and teachers do not have access to any of the items with the publisher 
name NCDPI_Benchmark (unless they have been given roles at the district level that allow 
them this level of access). 

When creating a district benchmark assessment, you should ALWAYS choose the option to 
“Create a Test Manually.” This will allow you to look up the items in Item Central and follow the 
tips above to search for NCDPI_Benchmark only (or to create your own items as appropriate). 

When creating a district benchmark assessment, you should NEVER choose the option to “Create 
an Express Test.” The Express Test feature does not give you control over the items that are 
pulled in. The system will pull items based on the standards you selected, but it will not limit them 
by publisher. This will result in items on the test that could be from the classroom-level banks and 
could have already been exposed to students on classroom assessments given by their teachers. 

MORE INFO: For more information on the assessment tools in Home Base, please visit 
http://www.ncpublicschools.org/homebase/training/materials/category?category=Classroom
%20and%20Benchmark%20Assessment%20(Schoolnet). 

 

Office of Early Learning Listserv, Wiki and Formative Assessment Work 

Visit the Office of Early Learning’s wiki to learn more about its ongoing work, funded by Race 
to the Top, in developing that K-3 Formative Assessment Process to support teachers’ 
instruction and students’ learning. Wiki link: 
http://rtt-elc-k3assessment.ncdpi.wikispaces.net/Newsletter+Articles 

North Carolina uses different types of assessment for different purposes. The state’s 
Balanced Assessment System is aligned to state content standards and includes Summative 
Assessments, Interim/Benchmark Assessments and Formative Assessment. 

The NCDPI adopted the Council of Chief State School Officers’ definition of Formative 
Assessment: A process used by teachers and students during instruction that provides 
feedback to adjust ongoing teaching and learning to help students improve the achievement 
of intended instructional outcomes. 
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MORE INFO: 
Here’s how to join the Office of Early Learning Listserv:  

1. Send an email to the Office of Early Learning PreK-Grade 3 Listserv by cutting and pasting  
 the following address into your "To" box within your email application: 
 join-office_of_early_learning_pre-k-grade-3@lists.dpi.state.nc.us 

2. Leave the subject line and the body of the message blank. 
3. Once you have successfully subscribed, you will receive a confirmation email. 

 
HOME BASE WEEKLY UPDATE INFO 
We encourage you to share this Update, and for past issues of Home Base Weekly and Biweekly Updates, please 
visit http://www.ncpublicschools.org/homebase/updates/biweekly/?year=2014. 
  
***LINKS: PC users might need to press the CTRL button when clicking on a hyperlink in this document.  
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