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NEW THIS WEEK 

•  New in Personal Development: EVAAS--New Online Mini-Module How-to 

•  New Classroom Assessment Items Available Now for Math and ELA 

•  The Identity and Access Management (IAM) Service  

•  What is the IAM Service? 

•  When Will it Be Available? 

•  Schoolnet Update 

•  Next Maintenance Weekend is Oct. 17-19  

•  Upcoming Webinars and Workshops 

 

IN CASE YOU MISSED IT  

• New on the Web: Parent Portal How-To Guide Now Online 

• New Online Events Calendar Features New Look, Improved Functionality 

  

NEW THIS WEEK 

New on the Web: EVAAS--New Online How-to Mini-Module  

In our continuing effort to support all North Carolina educators through personal growth, we are pleased 
to offer a new mini-module, “EVAAS Basics”, a module designed to explain best uses of the EVAAS 
growth model of evaluating teachers. This module includes an explanation of the differences between 
growth and proficiency, how projections and predictions are calculated and used and how statistical 
concepts like normal curve equivalents and standard errors contribute to making Standard 6 a fair 
assessment of teacher growth. The module is conveniently self-paced and takes about 2 hours to 
complete. 

  

New Classroom Assessment Items Available for Math and ELA 

As part of the contract for the instructional components of Home Base, the NCDPI purchased a set of 
items that are aligned to the current NC Standard Course of Study for Math and English Language Arts 
(ELA). This set of items was developed in partnership with Pearson and other states that helped to 
write and vet the items. 



 
 
 
 

 

An additional 21,000+ classroom assessment items have been added to Item Central along with an 
additional 3,148 passages. These items include a variety of item types and cover grades K-12. The 
charts below provide a basic breakdown of the items by type, subject, and grade. 

 

Please keep in mind that these were written by other states and Pearson item developers. The items 
are to be used for classroom level assessments only, NOT for Benchmark assessments. Please note 
that these items have not been vetted by North Carolina. 

As a reminder, the table below indicates the assessment item publishers available in Schoolnet, the 
intended use for those items, and the user access to the items. 

  

  Publisher Name   Use of the Items   User Access 

  NCDPI_Benchmark   District Benchmark 

  Assessments 

  District Level Users Only 

  NCDPI_Classroom   Classroom or School 

  Assessments 

  All Users – Teacher, School, and 

 District 

  NWEA or FAIB from  

  NWEA 

  Classroom or School 

 Assessments 

  All Users – Teacher, School, and 

 District 

  Pearson or Equella   Classroom or School 

  Assessments 

  All Users – Teacher, School, and 

 District 



 
 
 
 

  

  The Identity and Access Management Service (IAM) 

   •  What is the IAM Service? 

The Identity and Access Management (IAM) Service is one of the NCEdCloud initiatives for the   K-12 
community of North Carolina, funded by Race to the Top (RttT). The goal of the IAM Service       is to 
enable LEAs and charter schools to provide streamlined user access to current and future cloud 
applications. The primary benefits for K-12 users include (but are not limited to) Single Sign On (SSO) 
access to: 

   •       Currently available cloud applications such as Google Apps for Education, Follett Destiny, and 
Discovery Education. 

   •       Planned integrations with Home Base applications including PowerSchool, Schoolnet, Educator 
Effectiveness System (TNL) and OpenClass.  

      •  When will the IAM Service be available? 

 Some K-12 staff have created IAM Service accounts and are currently accessing several non-Home 
Base applications using the existing eight character user names (4 letters + 4 numerals). Two important 
improvements to the IAM service are coming soon: 

   •      Starting December 1, K-12 staff and students currently accessing non-Home Base applications 
will switch to using their eScholar 10 digit UID rather than the existing eight character ID. Passwords 
will not change for these current users. 

•      Beginning July 6, 2015, Home Base applications will integrate with the IAM Service. Until that 
time, K-12 users will continue to access Home Base applications with your usual Home Base logins. 

 •  What is the goal of the IAM Service work? 

     •  Long-term streamlined access (single sign-on) to cloud applications. 

  

Next Maintenance Weekend is Oct. 17-19 

For your planning, you may want to note the next Maintenance Weekend is Oct. 17-19. Remember that 
there will be no access to Home Base during maintenance weekends. 

 For details of what will take place this maintenance weekend, please refer to the October 10, 2014, 
North Carolina Release Notes accessible on the Release Highlights page of the NC SIS website at 
http://www.nc-sis.org/release_highlights.html. 

You can view the entire upcoming schedule of maintenance weekends here: 
http://www.nc-sis.org/Documents/maintenance/Home_Base_Maintenance_Sched.pdf 

  

Schoolnet 16.0 Update 

The NCDPI has a few updates to share regarding Schoolnet, which is currently in version 16.0.  First, a 
hot fix was applied on Friday, October 3, which corrected an issue that occurred when users 
attempted to create an assessment item and selected the standard to which to align the item through 
the Standard Picker resulting in the user getting the error message, ‘Gone Astray’.  The fix was 
successful, and the issue has been resolved. 

 Second, a hot fix is under development to address the issue experienced when attempting to 
reschedule an assessment via ‘Edit Schedule Information’ for the assessment when it is aligned to a 

http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.nc-sis.org%2Frelease_highlights.html&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNF5qdK84Lv7U1HWNS0MfZf2R9iLNA
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particular subject, resulting in the system either locking-up OR giving the user an ‘Our Apologies’ error. 
This issue occurred with the following subjects: Elective Activities, Math, Science, English, and 
Language Arts. NCDPI intends to apply this hot fix on or near October 17.  

 Third, testing of Schoolnet version 16.1 continues in earnest. The NCDPI will keep you informed on the 
progress and send a communication in advance of the upgrade with specifics on the timing of 
implementation. 

  

Upcoming Webinars and Workshops 

➢ PowerTeacher Gradebook Workshop - There is one more opportunity to attend this workshop held 
at NCDPI in Raleigh Monday, Nov. 3. The workshop covers basic PowerSchool and PowerTeacher 
functionality such as taking attendance, creating assignments, entering assignment grades, working 
with categories/groups, printing reports, final grade setup/weights and more. The workshop runs 
from 10 a.m.- 4 p.m. each day. Register here: 
http://www.timetosignup.com/powerschooltraining/folder/1905.  

➢ Discipline Incidents in PowerSchool Webinar - This webinar, Monday, Nov. 17, at 1 p.m. will 
demonstrate how to enter disciplinary incidents into the PowerSchool application. Register at: 
https://www1.gotomeeting.com/register/558287457  

➢ End-of-Term Process in PowerSchool Webinar - This webinar will cover the End-of-Term Process 
and how to prepare for the end of the marking period. 

                 Sessions are: 

•  Friday, Oct. 17, at 9 a.m. Register here: 

                 https://www1.gotomeeting.com/register/153748801 

•  Thursday, Oct. 23, at 1 p.m. Register at: 

     https://www1.gotomeeting.com/register/218332281 

➢ Entering AIG Data in PowerSchool – This webinar will demonstrate the process    of 
entering AIG data into PowerSchool. Session is:  

 • Tuesday, October 28, at 1 p.m. Register here:   
https://www1.gotomeeting.com/register/710547496  

➢ Mid-year Graduates in PowerSchool Webinar - This webinar will discuss the process for 
handling records of students graduating mid-year. 

 Sessions are: 

     •  Thursday, Dec. 4, at 1 p.m. Register here: 
https://www1.gotomeeting.com/register/204543489 

          •  Tuesday, Dec. 16, at 9 a.m. Register at:  
https://www1.gotomeeting.com/register/366059760 

                   •  Tuesday, Jan. 13, at 9 a.m. Register here: 
https://www1.gotomeeting.com/register/444470360 

●  Demonstrate Accommodations functionality in PowerSchool. Register here: 
https://www1.gotomeeting.com/register/535313496 

  

➢ PowerSchool New User Workshop (School Level Staff) - This four-day workshop, 
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Tuesday-Friday, Jan. 6-9, from 9 a.m.-4 p.m., will train new users on the day-to-day 
processes of using PowerSchool. Register here: 
https://www.timetosignup.com/powerschooltraining/form/5504  

➢ PowerSchool Workshop for Guidance Counselors - This workshop will be a hands-on training 
covering the basic functionality of PowerSchool pertinent to school counselors. 

Sessions Are: 

     • Friday, Oct. 24, at 9 a.m.-4 p.m. 

     • Friday, Nov. 14, at 9 a.m.-4 p.m. 

 Register here: 
http://www.timetosignup.com/powerschooltraining/folder/1907/ 

  

➢ PowerSchool New Coordinator Training Workshop - This workshop is geared to new 
PowerSchool coordinators who have not attended the 5 day IPT certification training or the 8 
day District certification training. 

•     December 11 – 12, 2014 

•      January 12 – 13, 2015 

Register here: http://www.timetosignup.com/powerschooltraining/folder/2160/  

 

➢ PowerSchool Workshop for School Counselors - This workshop will be a hands-on training 
covering the basic functionality of PowerSchool pertinent to school counselors. 

Sessions Are: 

● Friday, Oct. 24, at 9 a.m. – 4 p.m. 
● Friday, Nov. 14, at 9 a.m. – 4 p.m. 
● Thursday, Nov. 20, at 9 a.m. – 4 p.m. 
● Friday, Dec. 5, at 9 a.m. – 4 p.m. 

Register here: http://www.timetosignup.com/powerschooltraining/folder/1907/ 

  

 •  IN CASE YOU MISSED IT 

 • New on the Web: Parent Portal How-To Guide Now Online 

With school fully underway, more and more parents are likely looking to log into or more fully 
access the Parent Portal and its features. Perhaps your school or district is planning a parent 
communication around promoting portal use. 

 If so, you’ll find a great resource in the new online guide “Parent Portal Guide: How-to for  Parents” 
that offers a practical Q&A addressing questions including: 

•  What is truenorthlogic, PowerSchool, Schoolnet and OpenClass, 

•  How to get started in the Parent Portal and where to find student grades and assignments, 

• Setting up parent notifications including notification types, and 

• Answers to accessibility issues. 
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MORE INFO: Access the guide directly here: 
http://www.ncpublicschools.org/docs/homebase/resources/handouts/parent-portal-guide.pdf. 

And look for more parent access materials coming soon to our Resources page: 
http://www.ncpublicschools.org/homebase/resources/handouts/ 

  

New on the Web: Online Events Calendar Features New Look, Improved Functionality   
As part of our ongoing mission to provide users with a comprehensive yet user-friendly system of 
learning and functionality, we’ve unveiled a new, online events calendar. The aim is to offer one place 
where all Home Base related events, workshops, webinars and conferences are listed for easy access. 
To see what’s new, please visit  http://calendars.ncpublicschools.gov/. 

 

HOME BASE WEEKLY UPDATE INFO 

We encourage you to share this Update, and for past issues of Home Base Weekly and Biweekly Updates, please 
visit http://www.ncpublicschools.org/homebase/updates/biweekly/?year=2014.  

***LINKS: PC users might need to press the CTRL button when clicking on a hyperlink in this document. 
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