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NEW THIS WEEK

e Twitter ALERTS for Home Base System--SIGN UP NOW!

» Effective Digital Strategies for Teaching and Learning in the K-12 Classroom
» 5th Annual Collaborative Conference for Student Achievement (CCSA)

o Weekly Webinars on Schoolnet and OpenClass Beginning in November

» Home Base Partnerships: Sharing Best Practices

» Next Home Base Maintenance Weekend is Nov. 14-17

e Upcoming PowerTeacher and PowerSchool Webinars and Workshops

IN CASE YOU MISSED IT

» The Identity and Access Management (IAM) Service

¢ New Classroom Assessment Items Available for Math and ELA

NEW THIS WEEK
NOW TWEETING: Twitter ALERTS for Home Base Systems Users

The NCDPI is continuing to seek solutions for communicating more efficiently. We are
especially attentive to your suggestions, one being that some users have requested fewer
emails filling up their email boxes. Because social media is an accessible and popular outlet
for spreading news, we now offer you the opportunity to receive Twitter tweets directly to
your phone or e-reader that will alert you to any current issues affecting Home Base. These
tweets will serve one purpose--to alert you to any urgent issues affecting Home Base end
users, and especially, teachers and students. Once you receive the alert, you may then visit
the Home Base website and review the latest alerts affecting usage. We invite you to sign
up for these tweets by visiting this link and joining our Twitter feed. You may help by
spreading the word to fellow users. The more users who join the Home Base Alert, the
fewer emails we’ll need to send out. Please join here. https:/twitter.com/nchomebasealert

Learn about Tweets, Retweets, Hashtags and more information that will help you become a
tweeting expert by clicking here. https://business.twitter.com/basics/learn-twitter
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Weekly Webinars on Schoolnet and OpenClass Beginning in November

We will be offering the Schoolnet and OpenClass webinar series again this school year.
Beginning in November, we will offer weekly sessions on each of the components within
Schoolnet (Classrooms, Assessment Admin, and School and District Data) and on OpenClass.
We will host these webinars on Thursdays. You can find information about the webinars posted
on the NCDPI calendar by clicking here, http://www.ncpublicschools.org/calendar/ or in the Biweekly
newsletters, archived here.
http://www.ncpublicschools.org/homebase/updates/biweekly/?year=2014

The November webinars are listed below.
> Schoolnet - Classrooms Component -Instructional Resources
Thursday, Nov 6™
3:30-4:30

This webinar will focus on creating and searching for instructional resources. We'll
discuss where the instructional materials come from and what the different resource
“tabs” include. We'll show how to create materials and lesson plans and how to schedule
to the lesson planner. This webinar is intended as a refresher or for beginning users of
Schoolnet.

Reaqister Here! https://www1.gotomeeting.com/register/121964993

> Schoolnet - Assessment Admin Component — Assessment ltems
Thursday, Nov 13"
3:30-4:30
This webinar will focus on assessment items in Schoolnet. We'll discuss where the
items come from and help you identify the different categories of items. We'll show how
to create items, rubrics and passages. We'll also talk about how to find and use

former-ClassScape items. This webinar is intended as a refresher or for beginning users
of Schoolnet.

Regqister Here! https://www1.gotomeeting.com/reqister/970908800

> Schoolnet - School and District Data Component -Student and Section Level Data
Thursday, Nov 20"
3:30-4:30

This webinar will focus on data in Schoolnet. We’'ll discuss the data and preformatted
reports available to teachers. We'll review data and how to analyze it from the student
profile.

Reqister Here! https://www1.gotomeeting.com/register/514295337
> Home Base User Group Session Description (fall and spring) WHAT ARE DATES??

This session will be designed to meet the specific needs of the region. Topics will
cover PowerSchool, Schoolnet, Educator Evaluation, OpenClass, and the PD system.
Participants will have the opportunity to work with trainers to get specific
questions answered. In addition, time will be given for participants to network and
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problem solve concerning their experiences with the different components of Home
Base. These sessions are occurring now. Please check our DPI calendar (homepage)
and/or our RESA Partnership calendar by clicking here. http:/bit.ly/2014-2015_region

Home Base Partnerships: Sharing Best Practices

Home Base Partnership Coordinators are partnering with LEAs across the state to learn and
share best practices, to connect districts that are facing similar issues or using similar
implementation strategies, and to help create statewide Home Base networks. One current
partnership is with Thomasville City Schools.

The staff at Liberty Drive Elementary School in Thomasville has embraced all aspects of
Schoolnet and is using the instructional improvement system daily to shape instruction and
improve student outcomes. Teachers use Schoolnet resources for daily instruction, assessment
items to measure progress, data and reporting tools to track student growth, and previously
unused resources to remediate and close gaps in student learning.

Principal Liz Snyder emphasizes the need for teachers to stay focused on the standards and
use the aligned resources and test items within the system to remain on track. She has provided
half-day, in-service for each of the teachers in her school to help them understand the standards
and identify appropriate resources. Providing this opportunity led to increased comfort with the
Schoolnet resources and has encouraged teachers to use what is already available in the
system to achieve curriculum goals.

Teachers at Liberty Drive Elementary School also recognize the value of the assessment items
that are available in Schoolnet. The emphasis placed on aligning instruction to standards by
school and district leadership has led to teachers seeking out Schoolnet assessment items
instead of searching elsewhere because they know that Schoolnet provides items that are
already aligned to the same standards covered in their instruction. This understanding has been
important for teacher buy-in, as teachers are confident that their assessments will be a true
measure of their students’ learning of the standards that have been taught.

Once benchmarks and common assessments have been completed, all teachers are asked to
analyze their students performance in order to make instructional decisions. Instructional
coaches work with the teachers as they break down and analyze data. Teachers find the reports
available in Schoolnet to be extremely useful in identifying learning gaps, which has resulted in
many taking advantage of the assessment tools in their everyday classroom practice. After
benchmarks and common assessments, Principal Snyder attends professional learning
communities (PLCs) to talk about student performance, standards, and use of resources.
Instructional coaches use a data analysis worksheet with PLCs to identify gaps and generate
specific strategies to help struggling students grow. Teachers and coaches will often return to
the standards aligned resources within the system to aid with these strategies.

The experiences at Liberty Drive Elementary School are a great example of how to use
Schoolnet to achieve learning goals. Teachers identify the instructional resources that best fit the
needs of their students, assessments are created with standards-aligned items, and the data
gathered from these assessments is used to shape future instruction.

With the Home Base Partnership work, other districts have connected with staff in Thomasville
City to discuss use strategies and to collaborate as they implement Home Base. If you are
interested in becoming a part of the Partnership network, please let us know by emailing
Home_Base_ Ready@dpi.nc.gov. We look forward to working with all of you over the course of
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this school year.

Effective Digital Strategies and Learning in the K-12 Classroom

Due to the popularity of this course, the Educator Effectiveness Division of NC Department
of Public Instruction is offering another session of Effective Digital Strategies for
Teaching and Learning in the K-12 Classroom: A PD MOOClet, starting November 10,

2014. This course is available at no cost to North Carolina educators and will be facilitated
by DPI professionals. Registration opened on October 27.

Start Date: November 10, 2014 Duration: 6 Weeks (20 hours)
Credits: 2 CEUs  Maximum registration: 300

This course is intended for K-12 classroom teachers and other instructional personnel. It
focuses on using digital tools and strategies to support teaching and learning and enriching
individuals’ knowledge through developing communities of practice across the state. In
this course, we will look at the 4Cs - Creativity, Critical Thinking, Communication and
Collaboration; keystones for the 21st century classroom. This MOOClet:

A learner-centered course, focusing on participants’ professional needs in
different disciplines and grade levels

Focuses on participants as creators of content as much as they are
“consumers” of content

Involves extensive peer-to-peer communication

Includes a larger number of students than a typical facilitator-led course

Who should participate?
Active, collaborative learners who are self-driven, motivated, flexible and enjoy sharing
information and resources.

Here’s How to register:

. Log in here https://ncees.homebase.ncpublicschools.gov/alternateLogin.html to
the NCEES system using your usual PowerSchool login or the alternate login
Click on the Professional Development tab
Search for “Effective Digital Strategies for Teaching and Learning in the K-12
Classroom: A PD MOOClet”
Click the register button

Driving directions are available by clicking here.
https://ncees.homebase.ncpublicschools.gov/content/Searching%20and%20Registering%20f
or%20Courses.mp4

Please contact Geetanjali Soni, Educator Effectiveness, if you have any questions
regarding registration.

5th Annual Collaborative Conference for Student Achievement

The NC Department of Public Instruction will sponsor the fifth annual Collaborative
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Conference for Student Achievement (CCSA) on March 30-April 1, 2015 in Greensboro.
Registration and Proposal Submission Sites Now Open!

“Champions Engaging North Carolina in 21st Century Teaching and Learning”
A Collaborative Conference for Student Achievement
March 30 - April 1, 2015
Sheraton Four Seasons/Koury Convention Center, Greensboro, NC

Proposal descriptions and more information may be found on the conference website by
clicking here. http://www.ncpublicschools.org/academicservices/conference/
Please watch our website for exciting updates on speakers and sessions!

Next Home Base Maintenance Weekend Nov. 14-17

The next Home Base maintenance weekend is scheduled for Friday, November 14 through
Monday, November 17. The system will shut down Friday at 5 p.m. Once maintenance is
completed a message will be sent to notify users that the system is up and available for use.

Home Base will be returned to service no later than 6 a.m., Monday morning. If a delay in
bringing up the system should occur, users will be notified via NC SIS email and the new
Home Base Alert on Twitter. https:/twitter.com/nchomebasealert

You can view the entire upcoming schedule of maintenance weekends here.
http://www.nc-sis.org/Documents/maintenance/Home_Base_Maintenance_Sched.pdf

Upcoming PowerTeacher and PowerSchool Webinars and Workshops

> PowerTeacher Gradebook Workshop - There is one more opportunity to attend this workshop held at
NCDPI in Raleigh Monday, Nov. 3. The workshop covers basic PowerSchool and PowerTeacher
functionality such as taking attendance, creating assignments, entering assignment grades, working
with categories/groups, printing reports, final grade setup/weights and more. The workshop runs
from 10 a.m.- 4 p.m. each day. Register Here
http://www.timetosignup.com/powerschooltraining/folder/1905

> Discipline Incidents in PowerSchool Webinar - This webinar, Monday, Nov. 17, at 1 p.m. will

demonstrate how to enter disciplinary incidents into the PowerSchool application. Register Here!

https://www1.gotomeeting.com/register/558287457

> Mid-year Graduates in PowerSchool Webinar - This webinar will discuss the process for handling
records of students graduating mid-year.

Sessions are:

e Thursday, Dec. 4, at 1 p.m. Register Here!
https://www1.gotomeeting.com/register/204543489

e Tuesday, Dec. 16, at 9 a.m. Register Here!
https://www1.gotomeeting.com/register/366059760

e Tuesday, Jan. 13, at 9 a.m. Register Here!
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e Demonstrate Accommodations functionality in PowerSchool.
Rehttps://www1.gotomeeting.com/register/535313496gister Here!

> PowerSchool New User Workshop (School Level Staff) - This four-day workshop,

Tuesday-Friday, Jan. 6-9, from 9 a.m.-4 p.m., will train new users on the day-to-day processes
of using PowerSchool. Register Here!
https://www.timetosignup.com/powerschooltraining/form/5504

PowerSchool - School Counselors - Train the Trainer Workshop - This workshop will be a
hands-on training covering the basic functionality of PowerSchool pertinent to school counselors.

Here are the dates:

November 20, 2014 - 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

December 1, 2014 - 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. ( this one replaced the Dec. 5 class)
December 8, 2014 - 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

December 10, 2014 - 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

Friday, Nov. 14, at 9 a.m.-4 p.m.

Register Here!
http://www.timetosignup.com/powerschooltraining/folder/1907/

PowerSchool New Coordinator Training Workshop - This workshop is geared to new
PowerSchool coordinators who have not attended the 5 day IPT certification training or the 8 day
District certification training.

e December 11 -12, 2014
e January 12-13, 2015

Register here! http://www.timetosignup.com/powerschooltraining/folder/2160/

PowerSchool Workshop for School Counselors - This workshop will be a hands-on training
covering the basic functionality of PowerSchool pertinent to school counselors.

Sessions Are:

° Friday, Nov. 14, at 9 a.m.—4 p.m.
° Thursday, Nov. 20, at 9 a.m.—4 p.m.
° Friday, Dec. 5,at9a.m.—4 p.m.

Register Here! http://www.timetosignup.com/powerschooltraining/folder/1907/

¢ IN CASE YOU MISSED IT

New Classroom Assessment Items Available for Math and ELA

As part of the contract for the instructional components of Home Base, the NCDPI purchased a set of
items that are aligned to the current NC Standard Course of Study for Math and English Language Arts
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(ELA). This set of items was developed in partnership with Pearson and other states that helped to write
and vet the items.

An additional 21,000+ classroom assessment items have been added to /Item Central along with an
additional 3,148 passages. These items include a variety of item types and cover grades K-12.

The Identity and Access Management Service (IAM)
e What is the IAM Service?

The Identity and Access Management (IAM) Service is one of the NCEdCloud initiatives for the K-12
community of North Carolina, funded by Race to the Top (RttT). The goal of the IAM Service is to enable
LEAs and charter schools to provide streamlined user access to current and future cloud applications.
The primary benefits for K-12 users include (but are not limited to) Single Sign On (SSO) access to:

e Currently available cloud applications such as Google Apps for Education, Follett Destiny, and
Discovery Education.

e Planned integrations with Home Base applications including PowerSchool, Schoolnet, Educator
Effectiveness System (TNL) and OpenClass.

o When will the IAM Service be available?

Some K-12 staff have created IAM Service accounts and are currently accessing several non-Home
Base applications using the existing eight character user names (4 letters + 4 numerals). Two important
improvements to the IAM service are coming soon:

e Starting December 1, K-12 staff and students currently accessing non-Home Base applications will
switch to using their eScholar 10 digit UID rather than the existing eight character ID. Passwords will not
change for these current users.

e Beginning July 6, 2015, Home Base applications will integrate with the IAM Service. Until that
time, K-12 users will continue to access Home Base applications with your usual Home Base logins.

e What is the goal of the IAM Service work?

e Long-term streamlined access (single sign-on) to cloud applications.

HOME BASE WEEKLY UPDATE INFO

We encourage you to share this Update, and for past issues of Home Base Weekly and Biweekly Updates, please
visit Biweekly Updates.

*#**¥LINKS: PC users might need to press the CTRL button when clicking on a hyperlink in this document.
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