Home Base/RttT Biweekly Update

November 26, 2014
Happy Thanksgiving and thank you for your continued partnership with Home Base!

NEW THIS WEEK

* A New Pilot Assessment Program for K-3 children: Purposeful Play
¢ Schoolnet Update

* New for December! Schoolnet and OpenClass Webinars

* Next Home Base Maintenance Weekend is Dec 12-15

* Upcoming PowerTeacher and PowerSchool Webinars and Workshops

IN CASE YOU MISSED IT
* Twitter ALERTS for Home Base System--SIGN UP NOW!

* The Identity and Access Management (IAM) Service

* Coming in March! 5th Annual Collaborative Conference for Student Achievement (CCSA)

NEW THIS WEEK

A New Pilot Assessment Program for K-3 children: Purposeful Play

North Carolina’s Department of Public Instruction’s Office of Early Learning is currently designing and
piloting a developmentally appropriate, individualized assessment process for K-3 children. This process will
be used by all school districts and is intended to be formative in nature. The K-3 Formative Assessment
Process is envisioned to inform daily instructional practices, such as purposeful play and other
developmentally appropriate activities for young children.

Click_here to read more. Or copy and paste url: http://bit.ly/150Cofx

Schoolnet Update

Current improvements--also known as optimizations--are underway by the NCDPI and Pearson teams in
preparation for the benchmark assessments to be conducted in December and January. These
optimizations are intended to distribute and balance the load on the Schoolnet system.

There will be up to 90 additional optimizations that may be applied to improve the Schoolnet experience. In
order to apply those enhancements, we may require the use of maintenance windows over the next two
weeks in the 6:00 p.m. — 10:00 p.m. time frame on certain Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays. We will work
to minimize service disruption by scheduling these down times as late in the maintenance window as
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possible. You may expect advance notifications of when the implementations will occur. To stay informed
about these disruptions, we invite you to follow our Home Base Alerts on Twitter.

We will continue to keep you informed on the progress the teams are making. In the spirit of Thanksgiving,
we’d like to share with you how thankful we are for your continued support as we strive to make Home Base
the best and consistently reliable tool for you.

New For December! Schoolnet and OpenClass Webinar Series

We continue to offer the Schoolnet and OpenClass webinar series throughout the school year. There will be
weekly sessions on each of the components within Schoolnet (Classrooms, Assessment Admin, and School
and District Data) and on OpenClass. We will host these webinars on Thursdays. You can find information
about the webinars posted on the NCDPI calendar or url: http://bit.ly/1AOp4hv) or included in these
archived Biweekly newsletters or url: http:/bit.ly/1vJGuuh

The December webinars are listed below:
> Schoolnet - Classrooms Component - Instructional Materials Review Process
Thursday, Dec 4
3:30-4:30 p.m.

This webinar will focus on: Materials creation--Understanding the materials promotion; and Vetting process
and Best Practices discussed by the NCDPI content specialists. Reqister here or copy and paste url:
http://bit.ly/1xSk1tU

> Schoolnet - Assessment Admin Component — Creating Classroom Assessments
Thursday, Dec 11
3:30-4:30 p.m.

This webinar will focus on: Manual Test Creation, Express tests, Naming Conventions, Scheduling
assessments, and Best practices discussed by District/Charter School users. Regqister here or copy and
paste url: http://bit.ly/1CaYu3y

> Schoolnet - School and District Data Component - KPI’'s and Pre-Formatted Reports
Thursday, Dec 18
3:30-4:30 p.m.

This webinar will focus on: Accessing KPI's Accessing/ Running, Saving and publishing Pre-Formatted
Reports, and Best practices / scenarios discussed by local testing directors._ Register here or url:
http://bit.ly/1FnEIFK

Next Home Base Maintenance Weekend is Dec 12-15

The next Home Base maintenance weekend is scheduled for Friday, Dec 12, through Monday, Dec 15. The
system will shut down Friday at 5 p.m. Once maintenance is completed, a message will be sent to notify
users that the system is up and available for use.

Home Base will be returned to service no later than 6 a.m., Monday morning. If a delay in bringing up the
system should occur, users will be notified via NC SIS email and the new Home Base Alert on Twitter:
http://bit.ly/1zVb561

You can view the entire upcoming schedule of maintenance weekends here or url: http://bit.ly/1HEB335
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Upcoming PowerTeacher and PowerSchool Webinars and Workshops

> Discipline Incidents in PowerSchool Webinar - This webinar, scheduled for Monday, Nov. 17, at 1 p.m.,
will demonstrate how to enter disciplinary incidents into the PowerSchool application. Register Here!
http://bit.ly/1rc3zUV

> Mid-year Graduates in PowerSchool Webinar - This webinar will discuss the process for handling
records of students graduating mid-year.
e Thursday, Dec 4, at 1 p.m. Register Here! http:/bit.ly/1pjzUrC
e Tuesday, Dec 16, at 9 a.m. Register Here! http://bit.ly/1509P7X
e Tuesday, Jan 13, at 9 a.m. Register Here! http:/bit.ly/1xXKMyj

> PowerSchool New User Workshop (School Level Staff) - This four-day workshop,
Tuesday-Friday, Jan. 6-9, from 9 a.m.-4 p.m., will train new users on the day-to-day processes of
using PowerSchool. Register Here! http://bit.ly/1viOpMW

> PowerSchool - School Counselors - Train the Trainer Workshop - This workshop will be a hands-on
training covering the basic functionality of PowerSchool pertinent to school counselors.
e Monday, Dec 1, 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. (this replaces the Dec. 5 class)
e Monday, Dec 8, 9a.m.-4 p.m.

e Wednesday, Dec 10,9 a.m. -4 p.m.

Register Here! http://bit.ly/1xSk5tK

> Office of Civil Rights Data Collection (OCR/CRDC) - This hour and half webinar is intended for
OCR Coordinators, NC SIS Coordinators and any staff who are involved in the in the Office of
Civil Rights Data Collection (CRDC).
e Tuesday, Dec 2, 2014 at 1 p.m.
e Tuesday, Jan 6, 2015 at 1 p.m.
e Tuesday, Jan 20, 2015 at 1 p.m.

Register here! http:/bit.ly/1pnrbVg

> PowerSchool New User Workshop (School Level Staff) - This is a 4 day workshop to train new
users on the day-to-day processes of using PowerSchool.

e Tuesday, Jan6 -9, 2015, 9 a.m. —4 p.m.

Register here! http://bit.ly/1viOpMW

> PowerSchool New Coordinator Training Workshop - This workshop is geared to new PowerSchool
coordinators who have not attended the 5 day IPT certification training or the 8 day District
certification training.
e Thursday and Friday, Dec 11 — 12, 2014, 9 a.m. -4 p.m.

e Monday and Tuesday, Jan 12 — 13, 2015, 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Register here! http://bit.ly/1rcc1U2

> PowerSchool Workshop for School Counselors - This workshop will be a hands-on training covering
the basic functionality of PowerSchool pertinent to school counselors.
e Friday, Dec 5, at9 a.m. —4 p.m. Register Here! http://bit.ly/1xSk5tK
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IN CASE YOU MISSED IT
Twitter ALERTS for Home Base Systems Users

The NCDPI is continuing to seek solutions for communicating more efficiently. We are especially attentive to
your suggestions, one being that some users have requested fewer emails filling up their email boxes.
Because social media is an accessible and popular outlet for spreading news, we now offer you the
opportunity to receive Twitter tweets directly to your phone or e-reader that will alert you to any current
issues affecting Home Base. These tweets will serve one purpose--to alert you to any urgent issues
affecting Home Base end users, and especially, teachers and students. Once you receive the alert, you may
then visit the Home Base website and review the latest alerts affecting usage. We invite you to sign up for
these tweets by visiting this link and joining our Twitter feed. You may help by spreading the word to fellow
users. The more users who join the Home Base Alert, the fewer emails we’ll need to send out. Please join
here. http://bit.ly/1zVb561

Learn about Tweets, Retweets, Hashtags and more information that will help you become a tweeting expert
by clicking here. _http://bit.ly/1vc2URm

The Identity and Access Management Service (IAM)
>  Whatis the IAM Service?

The Identity and Access Management (IAM) Service is one of the NCEdCloud initiatives for the K-12
community of North Carolina, funded by Race to the Top (RttT). The goal of the IAM Service is to enable
LEAs and charter schools to provide streamlined user access to current and future cloud applications. The
primary benefits for K-12 users include (but are not limited to) Single Sign On (SSO) access to:

. Currently available cloud applications such as Google Apps for Education, Follett Destiny, and
Discovery Education.

J Planned integrations with Home Base applications including PowerSchool, Schoolnet, Educator
Effectiveness System (TNL) and OpenClass.

>  When will the IAM Service be available?

Some K-12 staff have created IAM Service accounts and are currently accessing several non-Home Base
applications using the existing eight character user names (4 letters + 4 numerals). Two important
improvements to the IAM service are coming soon:

e  Starting December 1, K-12 staff and students currently accessing non-Home Base applications will
switch to using their eScholar 10 digit UID rather than the existing eight character ID. Passwords will not
change for these current users.

e Beginning July 6, 2015, Home Base applications will integrate with the IAM Service. Until that time,
K-12 users will continue to access Home Base applications with your usual Home Base logins.

>  Whatis the goal of the IAM Service work?

* Long-term streamlined access (single sign-on) to cloud applications.

5th Annual Collaborative Conference for Student Achievement

The NC Department of Public Instruction will sponsor the fifth annual Collaborative Conference for Student
Achievement (CCSA) on March 30-April 1, 2015 in Greensboro.

Registration and Proposal Submission Sites Now Open!

“Champions Engaging North Carolina in 21st Century Teaching and Learning”
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What: A Collaborative Conference for Student Achievement
Date: March 30 - April 1, 2015
Where: Sheraton Four Seasons/Koury Convention Center, Greensboro, NC

Please note! More information may be found on the conference website by clicking here.
http://bit.ly/150B2kN

Please watch our website for exciting updates on speakers and sessions!

HOME BASE WEEKLY UPDATE INFO

We encourage you to share this Update, and for past issues of Home Base Weekly and Biweekly
Updates, please visit Biweekly Updates.

**LINKS: PC users might need to press the CTRL button when clicking on a hyperlink in this
document.

To follow Home Base Alerts on Twitter, signh up_here.
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