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Will You Be in the Next Spotlight?
Teacher and School & District Spotlights
Winter/Spring 2015, NCDPI launched the Home Base Spotlight,
videos featuring North Carolina educators, leaders and school staff
demonstrating how Home Base has changed their classrooms. In
case you've missed it, here is the fall 2015 launch video, a musical
video with a sampling of these informative videos. What about you?
Will you be in the Spotlight? Click here!

A Success Story
Race to the Top has ended, but its contributions to North Carolina
schools live on, including those resources created by talented
educators across the state, contributors who volunteered a year in
the Governor's Teacher Network. This tribute video is a big thank
you to the many talented contributors whose resources continue to
be made available to classrooms through the Home Base suite of
tools. Watch here.
 
 

EDUCATOR EFFECTIVENESS
Register for Webinars
Visit the NCDPI/Home Base calendar where you can register for Educator Effectiveness webinars for
2015-16. Fall 2015 flyer is available here. 
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Online Modules and Self-Paced Mini Modules
Each of these online modules are 5-hour, self-paced modules [.5
CEUs].  Modules are available through the NCEES / Home Base
system using your usual login or the alternate log in, located here.

Contact Dr. Geetanjali Soni at geetanjali.soni@dpi.nc.gov if you have any questions. 
 

Schoolnet Updates 
Benchmarking Soon? Let Us Know When
The NCDPI is pleased to report that Schoolnet continues to
provide a stable system for instructional improvement with
no known system-wide issues. We are continuing to
improve and monitor Schoolnet, especially during peak
usage times like when many districts administer their
benchmark tests. In order for us to have the most up-to-
date information in one place, and to be able to anticipate
peak testing time, we ask that you fill out a quick and simple
form here to let us know about your plans for administering
benchmark assessments.

We look forward to hearing from you about your benchmark
plans for 2015-16, and working with you as we plan for
updates and improvements to the system.
 

New Classroom Assessment Items Available in
the Instructional Improvement System
(Schoolnet)
This week, as you log in to the Instructional Improvement System
(Schoolnet), you may notice that there are more assessment items
available in Math and ELA. We recently purchased an additional
55,000 assessment items for classroom level use in grades K-12.
The new items include multiple choice and open response items for
both ELA and Math. You can find these items under the publisher name “FAIB from Certica Solutions,
Inc.” when doing an advanced search in Item Central.

In addition, the NWEA items for Science and Social Studies were also refreshed and have been
assigned a new publisher name. The new publisher name is “FAIB from Certica Solutions, Inc.” As a
reminder, the newly added items are available to all users in Schoolnet; they are intended for Classroom
Assessments (not Benchmark Assessments).

Home Base Maintenance Weekend
September 18-21
The next Home Base maintenance weekend is scheduled for Friday,

September 18, through Monday, September 21. Powerschool will be the only program updated. The
system will shut down Friday at 5 p.m. Once maintenance is completed, a message will be sent to notify
users that the system is up and available for use.

Home Base will be returned to service no later than 6 a.m. Monday morning. If a delay in bringing up the
system should occur, users will be notified via NC SIS email. Follow HB Alerts on Twitter here.

Identity and Access Management (IAM) Update
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Identity and Access Management (IAM) Update
The IAM system integration with PowerSchool has been recently
experiencing intermittent logout issues. Both vendors, PowerSchool
and IDAuto, continue to work together along with the NCDPI staff
and volunteer LEAs to isolate this issue and provide a permanent
solution. The problem proves to be extremely difficult to reproduce
in test environments, given the intermittent nature of the issue.

 
To assist users while a fix is underway, the NCDPI is offering LEAs and charter schools affected by the
logout issues the choice to temporarily opt out of IAM integration with PowerSchool for their
administrators and teachers and revert back to the PowerSchool native authentication
mechanism. Students will continue to use IAM to access PowerSchool. Interested LEAs should submit
a ticket to the HomeBase Support Center.
 
This issue does not affect the rest of the HomeBase suite of applications or any other IAM-integrated
applications.   

We encourage you to share this Update. For past issues of recent Home Base Biweekly Updates, please
visit  Biweekly Updates. T o review an archive of updates from 2014, go h ere.

LINKS: Be sure to click the widget in your mail manager that allows links and html to be visible and
accessible. Please contact Patricia Hickman at patty.hickman@dpi.nc.gov  if you experience issues with
newsletter links.

To direct new users of Home Base to join our lists to receive the Biweekly Newsletter, go here.

To follow Home Base Alerts on Twitter, sign up  here.  

 

Patricia Hickman  |  Communications Specialist
Communication and Information Services  |  NC Department of Public Instruction

Phone: 9 19.807.3451   |  Fax: 9 19.807.3481
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