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Home Base Cost Set for 2016-17

The North Carolina Department of Public Instruction is HOME BAKSE

pleased to announce that the full suite of Home Base
tools will be provided to all districts and charter
schools in the 2016-17 school year for $1 per ADM.

This pricing includes access to content across multiple subject areas within Home Base. Please
remember, that unlike last year, Canvas licenses ($3.74 per user) will not be paid directly by the State,
but rather is an expense covered by the district or charter school due to the end of Race to the Top
funding.

School districts and charter schools need to indicate planned usage for the 2016-17 school year by
June 15 using this online form.

NCEdCI d IAM Coming Soon: IAM Service
Ou Security Compliance Changes

Starting next month, employees who use the IAM
Service for access to Home Base will need to change their password every 90 days. The NCEdCloud
IAM Service has been upgraded to enforce the expiration of employee passwords for improved security.

The new password policy will be piloted with a single district beginning March 29, then introduced
incrementally -- based on the alphabetic order of last names -- beginning April 4 and continuing through
May 18.
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See the schedule.

Once the password expiration policy is turned on according to the schedule, users will be prompted to
change their passwords when logging in if they have not changed their passwords within the last 90
days.

Otherwise, users will be prompted to change their passwords beginning 80 days from their last
password change.

LEAs and charter schools can also opt-in to implement a student password expiration policy. Student
password expiration can be implemented based on the following criteria.

e The entire LEA or charter school
e Only students in grade levels 6-13
e Students in grade levels 5 and below

To opt-in to student password expiration for the IAM Service, please submit a ticket to MCNC at
support@ncedcloud.mcnc.org.

The IAM Service password rules and FAQ can be found at https://ncedcloud.mcnc.org. Have questions
or need clarification? Contact Melissa Conover via email at melissa.conover@dpi.nc.gov.

Schoolnet sets assessment record ° SChOOlnet'

Schoolnet has broken a record in assessments with 6 million

total tests in Schoolnet for this school year to date. Approximately 71,500 online assessments were
recorded this week alone. Half of these assessments were district benchmarks, and the other half were
divided among school, classroom and shared classroom assessments.

When using the instructional materials, don’t forget to rate the materials. Using a 5-star rating system,
users can now rate and filter instructional materials based on that rating.

Be sure to review the Helpful Hints that are now located on your dashboard. These hints will be
updated at least once a month to keep users well informed with frequently asked questions posed to
the Home Base Support Center.

EDUCATOR EFFECTIVENESS
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Truenorthlogic Upgrade

The Truenorthlogic application will be upgraded Saturday, March 26th. The new version includes
several updates that will benefit our educators. These updates include interface components for
evaluation dashboards and updates to the transfer credit manager for the professional development
component of the tool.

Registration Open for Free Online Courses

Register now for instructor-led courses offered by the Educator Effectiveness Division. Enrollment in
these free, online courses will be limited to 35 participants per section. For a full description of courses
or information about the Home Base PD System, please visit our online PD catalog. Classes start April
4th. Please note the revised course list below:

Connecting with our 21st Century Learners: 5 weeks, 1 CEU

Introduction to Data Literacy: 5 weeks, 1 CEU

Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects, Part 1: 5 weeks, 0.5 CEU
Universal Design for Learning 1: UDL in the Everyday Classroom: 5 weeks, 1 CEU

PowerSchool

PowerSchool Upgrade and Migration

The PowerSchool 9.2.1 upgrade and Rackspace migration were successfully completed the weekend of
March 11-13. This transformation has afforded NC PowerSchool users several new features and a more
stable work platform. NCDPI continues to work with the vendor to fine tune the new Rackspace hosting
environment to ensure consistent quality performance.

We wish to extend our appreciation to all LEA staff who have contributed to the migration and upgrade
effort through testing, feedback and overall support.

Workshop Registration

Attention, LEAs and charter schools. Scheduling workshops for this year are currently posted on the
NC-SIS website. Beginning Monday, April 4, LEAs will be permitted to register multiple school-level
registrations into each session to the extent that space allows.

Direct any questions to the Home Base training team: sueann.stalnaker@dpi.nc.gov,
tiffany.kinney@dpi.nc.gov or Shannon.hickman@dpi.nc.gov.

PowerSchool User Group — Southeast Conference May 16 — 18

The PowerSchool User Group - Southeast (PSUG-SE) conference will be held in Myrtle Beach, SC, May
16-18. This regional event promotes collaboration and networking among PowerSchool users from the
southeast region of the United States. Users from Virginia to Florida to Arkansas are welcomed to
attend. NCDPI will be presenting NC sessions at this event, and we strongly encourage LEAs to send
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representatives. We hope to begin a regional collaboration in support of our PowerSchool
implementation that benefits all NC users.

Go here for more information about the event.

We encourage you to share this Home Base Biweekly Update. For past issues of recent Home Base
Biweekly Updates, please visit Biweekly Updates. An archive of updates from 2015 also is online.

To direct new users of Home Base to join our email group to receive the Biweekly Newsletter, visit here.

To follow Home Base Alerts on Twitter, sign up here.
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