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Online Testing and the Use of Chromebooks and iPads  

The North Carolina Department of Public Instruction (NCDPI) has heard from many districts and 
schools regarding Home Base and assessment technical requirements, particularly around 
Chromebook devices and iPads. Below are some important highlights: 

 Online Benchmark and Classroom Assessment in Home Base for 2013-14 and beyond 
For districts that choose to use the classroom and benchmark assessment tools in Home Base 
in 2013-14 and beyond, Schoolnet, the underlying product that will deliver those assessments, 
is compatible with iPads and Chromebooks equipped with current operating systems and 
browsers.  
 
Note: Schools will be able to administer classroom and benchmark assessments on 
Chromebooks, but will not be able to lock down the browser when they do so.  A lockdown 
browser limits a student’s ability to print, copy, go to another URL, or access other 
applications.  Currently, many online assessment systems do not use lockdown browsers 
(including 2012-13 versions of NCTest and ClassScape), so we do not anticipate the lack of a 
lockdown browser to be an impediment to using Chromebooks with Home Base for 
classroom and benchmark assessment. That said, we are working with Pearson to be able to 
provide a browser lockdown feature in Schoolnet for Chromebook users and will provide 
follow-up communication on this potential enhancement.   

 Statewide Summative Assessment Plan for 2013-2014 (End-of-Course and End-of-Grade)  
The NCDPI will continue to use NCTest to administer online End-of-Course (EOC) and End-of-
Grade (EOG) assessments in 2013-14. The Center for Urban Affairs at NC State University and 
the Accountability Services Division at NCDPI are piloting Chromebooks this spring and are 
anticipating certification for the 2013-14 school year. Chromebooks are not certified for 
delivery of statewide summative assessments in 2012-2013. However, iPads meeting all 
technical requirements are supported by NCTest in 2012-13. 
 

 Statewide Summative Assessment Plan for 2014-2015 (End-of-Course and End-of-Grade) 
The NCDPI would like to begin delivering statewide summative assessments via Home Base 
starting in the 2014-15 school year.  Pearson is currently modifying the browser lockdown 
feature of the summative assessment secure testing tunnel in Home Base to support tablet 
devices and Chromebooks and will complete the modifications by August 2014. This 
enhancement will enable districts/schools to deliver statewide summative assessments 
through Home Base using Chromebooks and iPads.   
 
Note: The NCDPI will continue to use NCTest to administer online EOC and EOG assessments 
until the browser lockdown feature is available in Home Base. 


