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Parent involvement means the participation of parents in regular, two-way, and 
meaningful communication involving student academic learning and other 
school activities, including ensuring: 
 
• That parents play an integral role in assisting their child’s learning; 
• That parents are encouraged to be actively involved in their child’s 

education at school; and 
• That parents are full partners in their child’s education and are included, as 

appropriate in decision making and on advisory committees to assist in the 
education of their child. 

 
 

Referenced in the Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) handout (page 9) 
 

 

ESEA Provision (Sec. 9191(23)) 
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Policy 

Subsection 1118 
Meaningful consultation with parents 

o Written Parent Involvement Policy/Compacts 
with stakeholder input 

o Annual Evaluation of Academic Quality of 
Schools 

o 1% Reservation with parent input as to how it is 
spent 
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Policy 

Subsection 1118 
Meaningful consultation with parents 

o Annual Meeting 

o Parent activities at schools with input 

o Offer Meetings at flexible times 

o Engage stakeholder in planning parent events 

o Parent Information & Resource Center  (PIRC) 
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Parental Notification Requirements 

• Annual Report Cards 
 

• Student Assessment Reports 
 

• Written SEA complaint procedures 
 

• Parents’ Right To Know 
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Family Engagement Task Force 
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• Created in October 2011  
 
• 10 Title I Directors representatives from across the State 
 
• The purpose is to develop ways to better support Family 

& Community Engagement activities for Title I Directors 
as well as ensuring the parent voice is heard at the State 
level. 
 

• Beyond the Bake Sale book study 
 

• Indistar Pilot with Randolph & Chatham County 
 

http://ncparentinvolvement.wikispaces.com/  

http://ncparentinvolvement.wikispaces.com/


Beyond Compliance…Engaging Stakeholders 
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Research & Best Practices 
 

 
 

http://www.centerii.org/SchoolRestructuring/login.aspx 
 

http://www.families-schools.org/
http://www.centerii.org/SchoolRestructuring/login.aspx


Joyce Epstein’s Model 
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6 Types of Involvement: 
 

1.  Parenting:  Assist families in 
understanding child and 

adolescent development, and in 
setting home conditions that 

support children as students at 
each age and grade level.  Assist 

schools in understanding families. 
 

2.  Communicating: 
Communicate with families about 

school programs  and student 
progress through effective school-

to-home and home-to-school 
communications. 

 
3.  Volunteering:  Improve 

recruitment, training, work, and  
schedules to involve families as 

volunteers and audiences at 
school or in other locations to 
support students and school 

programs. 
   

“Redefinitions”: 
 
Parenting:  A “workshop” is not 
only a meeting on a topic at the 
school building, but also the content 
of the meeting to be viewed, heard, or 
read at convenient times and varied 
locations by those who could not 
attend. 
 
 
Communicating:  Communications 
about school programs and student 
progress” go not only from school to 
home, but also from home to school, 
and within the community. 
 
Volunteering:   “Volunteer” not 
only means someone who comes to 
school during the day, but also 
anyone who supports school goals 
and children’s learning and 
development in any way, at any 
place, and at any time.   



Joyce Epstein’s Model 
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6 Types of Involvement: 
 

 
4.  Learning at Home:  Involve 

families with their children in learning 
activities at home, including homework, 
other curriculum - related activities, and 

individual course and program 
decisions. 

 
 

5.  Decision-Making:  Include 
families as participants in school 

decisions, governance, and advocacy 
through PTA/PTO, school councils, 
committees, action teams, and other 

parent organizations. 
 
 
 

6.  Collaborating with Community:  
Coordinate resources and services for 
students, families, and the school with 
businesses, agencies, and other groups, 
and provide services to the community.    

 
 
 
 
 
 
   

“Redefinitions”: 
 

Learning at Home: “Homework” not 
only means work that students do alone, 
but also interactive activities that students 
discuss with others at home, linking 
schoolwork to real life.  “Help” at home 
means how families encourage, listen, 
praise, guide, and discuss schoolwork with 
their children, not whether or how they 
“teach” school subjects. 
 
Decision-Making:  “Decision making” 
means a process of partnership –  sharing 
views, solving problems, and taking action 
toward shared goals, not an endless power 
struggle.  Parent “leader” means a 
representative who shares information 
with and obtains ideas from other families, 
not just a parent who attends school 
meetings. 
 
Collaborating with Community: 
“Community” is rated not only on low or 
high social or economic qualities, but also 
on the strengths and talents of individuals 
and groups who may support students, 
families, and schools.  “Community” 
includes not only families with children in 
the schools, but also others who are 
interested in children’s success and who 
are affected by the quality of education.    
 
 



Family Engagement Resources 
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www.families-schools.org 
 

The Center for Innovation & Improvement developed and constantly updates the 
Families-Schools website with a variety of resources, links, and research. 
 
http://www.hfrp.org/  
 

Harvard’s Family Research Project has great publications and research focused on 
families, children, and the community. 
 
http://www.projectappleseed.org/ 
 

Project Appleseed provides resources for parents and schools. 
 
http://www.csos.jhu.edu/p2000/  
 

National Network of Partnership Schools @ Johns Hopkins University website provides 
NNPS members with updated information, research results, and ideas for action from the 
NNPS staff and members across the country. The site also informs prospective members 
about NNPS approaches, benefits, and services. 
 
 
 

http://www.families-schools.org/
http://www.families-schools.org/
http://www.families-schools.org/
http://www.families-schools.org/
http://www.hfrp.org/
http://www.projectappleseed.org/
http://www.csos.jhu.edu/p2000/

